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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


NEED FOR FRANC ZONE REFORMS CONSIDERED 
Paris LE MOIS EN AFRIQUE in French Dec 83/Jan 84 pp 59-71 


CArticle by Albert Ondo Ossa and Alice Tshibuabua Lapiquonne, assistant 
lecturers, Libreville Law and Economic Science Faculty: "Should the Franc 
Zone be Reformed?"] 


[Text] At the very moment when it is generally acknowledged that the economic 
and monetary situation of African countries is dismal and therefore a cause 
for concern, the last parity adjustment of the European Monetary System (EMS) 
(21 March 1983) is reviving controversies on the advisability of a franc zone, 
considering the impact any devaluation of the French franc will have on the 
economies of the 12 African countries that belong to the Zone. 


In its 26 January 1983 issue, No 1808, PROBLEMES ECONOMIQUES reprinted Guil- 
laume Clavel's article entitled: "The Franc Zone and Africa." 


Actually, Guillaume Clavel believes that, despite difficult economic conditions, 
the franc zone is having a positive overall impact. 


"Certainly," he wrote among other things, "thanks to the mechanisms of the 
franc zone, many countries with poorly balanced economic structures have ex- 
perienced and are still experiencing a monetary situation far more conducive 
to growth than if their efforts had been isolated. The operating account 
mechanism makes it possible to complete a development project without being 
hampered by a monetary crisis that would lead to the implementation of a 
stabilization plan." 


Quite to the contrary, our purpose is to establish that the reforms made in 
the monetary system of the franc zone! have not really made it possible to 
achieve the new development objectives that member countries have set for 
themselves, or, more accurately, that the advantages offered today by this 
system do not at all make up for the drawbacks resulting from it. We should 
therefore reconsider the system in the light of the results achieved. 


In a first part, we shall therefore attempt to draw a balance of the franc zone 
after briefly recalling how it operates; in a second part, we shall then make 
the following two proposals: 





- creation of a direct relation between the African Financial Community (CFA) 
franc and the ECU CEuropean Currency Unit1];2 


- creation of an Inter-African monetary zone. 
I. Franc Zone Balance 
Monetary zones are created to meet the needs of their members. 


The franc zone, which appeared after World War II and institutionalized the rela- 
tions existing between the French franc and the currencies used in the French 
empire, was to promote French interests as well as those of African member 
countries. 


According to Vinay,3 "the franc zone is essentially a cooperation group in which 
the guarantee given by France to its partners’ currencies is instrumental in 
promoting the development and growth of their economies and protecting them 
from monetary hazards." 





A. Franc Zone Operation 
A number of principles govern the operation of the franc zone: 


1. There is a fixed parity between the French franc and the CFA franc (1 CFA 
franc = 0.020 French franc). 


2. Operating accounts can be opened with the French treasury to manage the 
foreign currency assets of countries belonging to the franc zone and provide 
a monetary guarantee for the CFA franc. 


Thus, when the account shows a debit balance, France is committed to guarantee 
all amounts spent outside the zone.” In the case of long-term debits, a res- 
trictive monetary policy can be imposed to return to a balanced position (in- 
creased discount rates, reduced aids, reduced rediscount ceilings). 


A clause safeguarding the value of foreign assets makes it possible to maintain 
the international reserve level of African countries when the French currency 
is devalued (foreign currency assets are assessed with reference to an inter- 
national accounting unit: SDR [Special Drawing Rights] or ECU). 


3. Unrestricted freedom of transfer within the zone, which requires a certain 
coordination of exchange regulations among the various countries. 


4, Member countries have a common monetary policy: 


- limitation on the maximum advances to the treasuries (20 percent of the tax 
receipts for the previous years, for all countries); 





- limitation on credits to the economy. 





B. Benefits of the franc zone 
Mem>er countries derive four kinds of benefits from the franc zone system: © 


1. The monetary guarantee given by France ensures that these countries will 
receive adequate capital for their development. 


As Prof P. Desneuf noted, "considering the lack of capital which is characteris- 
tic of developing countries, these must have recourse to international investment 
to supplement their national savings, which are still inadequate. The guarantees 
provided by the franc zone place its member countries in an especially privileged 
position in this respect."/ , 


2. The monetary policy is very strict and considerably reduces the risks of 
excessive domestic inflation. 


3. The credibility of the CFA franc--which it owes to the French franc--gives 
these countries a large borrowing potential outside the zone; considering that 
their foreign purchases may also (within limits) exceed their own foreign 
currency assets. 


4. Finally, when these countries became independent che franc zone enabled them 
to escape the monetary balkanization that was the lot of English-speaking coun- 
tries--a balkanization that was detrimental to young states with little foreign 
resources-~and, especially in West Africa, it has undeniably been a factor in 
promoting trade among African countries. 





Yet, if we venture to lift a corner of the veil and take a very close lgok at 
these benefits--which the proponents of the monetary zone extol at will*--we 
realize that the system is not without drawbacks. 


C. Drawbacks of the Franc Zone 


The monetary system of the franc zone promotes a spirit of the least effort; it 
also contributes to the domination and extraversion of the economies of member 
countries; finally, these countries find themselves at the mercy of any devalua- 
tion of the French franc. 


1. Development of a Spirit of the Least Effort 


In certain African countries, the monetary guarantee provided by France results 
in a spirit of the least effort. Indeed, as Mr Mamadou Diarra wrote: "The pre- 
sent monetary cooperation which, by the way, they seem to delight in, also has 
a drawback, which we cannot overemphasize; it promotes an easy~does-it attitude 
that has little in common with what is needed to achieve true economic 
development. ''? 


African countries also obey the law of the least eifort when they outbid one 
another in their taxation systems; as a result, foreign ivestments are rather 
attracted by the particular laxity of taxation systems providing all sorts of 
guarantees under investment codes that are equally accomodating. 











Table l. 


Country 





French Republic, 
Metropolitan France 


Overseas Departments: 
- Guadeloupe 

- Guyane 

~ Martinique 

- Reunion 
Saint-Pierre-et- 
Miquelon 


Overseas Territories: 
- New Caledonia 

~- French Polynesia 

- Wallis and Futuna 


Special Status 
Territorial Community: 
- Mayotte 


Issuing Institution 





Bank of France 


Overseas Department 
Issuing Institution 
(IEDOM) 


Overseas Issuing 
Institution (IEOM) 


Overseas Issuing 
Institution 


Other Independent Countries: 


People's Republic of 
Benin 

Republic of the Ivory 
Coast 

Republic of Upper Volta 

Republic of Niger 

Republic of Senegal 

Togolese Republic 


Republic of Mali 


United Republic of 
Cameroon 

Central African 
Republic 

People's Republic 
of Congo 

Gabonese Republic 

Republic of Chad 


Central Bank of West 
African States 
(BCEAO) 


Central Bank of 
Mali 


Bank of Central 
African States 
(BEAC ) 


Federal Islamic Republic Issuing Institution 


of the Comoro Islands 


of the Comoro Islands 


Countries and Territories Forming the Franc Zone 


Currency 





French franc 
(FF) 
French franc 
(FF) 


CFP franc 


French franc 
(FF) 


CFA franc 


Malian franc 
(MF) 


CFA franc 


CFA franc 


Source: PROBLEMES ECONOMIQUES No 1808, 26 Jan 84 pp 13-14 
4 


Parity With the 
French Franc 





1 CFP franc = 
0.055 French 
francs 


1 CFA franc = 
0.02 French 
franc 


1 Malian franc = 
0.01 French 
franc 


1 CFA franc = 
0.02 French 
franc 


1 CFA franc = 
0.02 French 
franc 





2. Domination of the Economic Extraversion of Member Countries 


10 


To quote Prof Tchundjang Poemi, the CFA franc remains basically a colonial- 


type currency." 
Indeed: 


- The fixed exchanged rates do not at all reflect economic stability; rather, 
they are an obstacle to an independent economic policy, as they involve the 
survival of trade currents inherited from colonial times (colonial pact). They 
make it easy to pass on price fluctuations from the former mother country to 
zone member countries, thus intensifying the problems encountered in managing 
the CFA franc. 


- The franc zone monetary system makes it possible to orient investments toward 
products and operations of particular interest to the former member countries 
(mining operations). 


At this level, citizens and the State may account for an increasing capital share 
of the various established banks (which, it is true, results in substantial div- 
idends), yet in most cases the bank management--usually consisting of Africans-- 
and therefore the State do not have the possibility of orienting credits, of 
deciding which enterprise should exist--an essential factor in banking. 


- The franc zone, finally, is a condition which permits profit repatriation 
and a sure means of avoiding taxation, as free transferability allows some of 
these countries’ savings to be diverted to foreign countries (especially France). 


"In the five Central African countries of the franc zone," Mr Samir Amin wrote, 
"the average annual outflow of profits from 1960 to 1968 was 44.2 billion CFA 
francs, whereas public aid and the flow of foreign investments did not exceed 
34.4 billion..." 


"In the nine West African countries, during the 1960-1970 decade, the profit out- 
flow (92 billion CFA francs, i.e. 10 percent of the gross domestic product) ex- 
ceeded the inflow of private capital plus public aid."22 


For a country like Gabon, whereas total direct private investments amounted to 
only 11.709 billion CFA francs in 1979 and 14.828 billion in 1981, the balance of 
interest and capital income--which has always shown a deficit--rose from 76.902 
billion CFA francs in 1979 to 89.209 billion in 1981. This deficit gives a very 
good picture of Gabon's considerable profit outflow to foreign countries during 
that period. 


The franc zone system, therefore, gives France a high degree of control over 
member countries’ economies. As a result, the Central Banks (jointly owned by 
several States) are unable to solve domestic monetary problems. 
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3. Impact of the French Franc Devaluation 


Since the European monetary system came into force (in 1979), the French franc 
has been devalued several times (3 percent in October 1981, 5.75 percent in 
June 1982 and 2.5 percent in March 1983)14, and the othes currencies in the zone 
were devalued accordingly. 


Whereas the overall result for France was an increase in the cost of imports and 
raw materials paid for in dollars, such as oil, the consequences for other member 
countries were far greater, despite the clause on the safeguard of foreign African 
assets, as devaluation has an impact on the economic body as a whole and does not 
merely boil down to a mere problem of safeguarding reserves. 


The various devaluations of the French francs are directly affecting the economies 
of countries in the franc zone, both in their trade and at monetary and financial 
level. 


a) Impact of Devaluation on Trade 


In addition to increasing the dollar amount to be paid for oil, a devaluation of 
the French franc always increases the price of imports from countries other than 
France; the financing programs for planned or current projects using equipment for 
such third countries must then be revised as well as the potential for exporting 
local products to these countries (as the demand for primary products lacks 
flexibility). 


Table 2 clearly shows that, since 1979, third countries (outside the franc zone) 
have been accounting for an increasing share of the foreign trade of BEAC [Bank 
cf Central African States] and BCEAO countries, whereas France's share has been 
progressively decreasing. 


It also shows clearly that non-oil-producing countries (the Central African 
Republic excepted) are those which trade the most with foreign countries (outside 
the franc zone), and because of that they bore more than all other countries 

the consequences of any devaluation of the French franc. 


Indeed, whereas a devaluation of the French franc will not affect too much oil- 
producing countries as a whole, as the dollar amounts they receive from oil sales 
will increase, or countries like Gabon, !° whose export structure show a prepon- 
derance of raw materials whose prices are expressed in dollars, things are quite 
different for most (non oil-producing) African countries belonging to the zone, 
whose trade with France now represents no more than 30-40 percent of their foreign 
trade. 


This is the case of Togo (72 percent of imports and exports outside the franc 
zone in 1980), Senegal (63 percent of imports and 50 percent of exports outside 
the franc zone in 1980), Upper Volta (42 percent of imports outside the franc 
zone in 1981, compared with 39 and 44 in 1980 and 1979). 








b) Monetary and Financial Impact of the Devaluation 
We shall mention in particular: 


- an increase in the public debt load, especially for countries owing money to 
strong-currency countries (Cameroon, Togo, Mali and the Ivory Coast which owed 
respectively 292.3, 230.3, 221.1 and 210.2 million Jeutschemark in 1979)16; 


- imported inflation, which is accelerated by the time-lag effect. 


Indeed, there is always a time-lag between the moment when a devaluation is 
decided and the actual effect of this devaluation. Oligopolistic enterprises 
established in African countries, especially, make sure they raise their selling 
prices the very day after the decision is made (anticipatory effect); they raise 
them again when they finally register the additional costs resulting from the 
devaluation. Thus, as a rule, for an expected increase of 8 pezcent, these coun- 
tries have to cope with increases of over 15 percent). 


II. What Future For the Franc Zone? 


The franc zone monetary union is now suffering from real inconsistence, an in- 
consistence which is essentially institutional: 


To quote again Prof G. Ngango, it is intolerable "to have monetary power 
reside anywhere but where general economic power resides,"1/ because monetary 
policy, a privileged instrument of an overall economic policy, must remain a 
prerogative of the national authority. 


How could we not be struck by the distortion existing between currency and econ- 
omy in the franc zone as a result of the fact that monetary power is in the hands 
of France whose objectives and interests are different from, if not opposed to 
those of African member countries. These countries thus lose an essential at- 
tribute of their sovereignty and certainly the keystone to self-centered 
development. 


As a result, the operating account--which, when these countries became indepen- 
dent, still reflected a desire not to disrupt anything, as Africans were ill- 
prepared to manage public affairs--is now in need of serious improvements. 


We see the way to two solutions: tying up the CFA franc directly to the ECU 
and/or creating an Inter-African monetary zone. 


A. Tying Up the CFA Franc to the ECU 
Considering the problems experienced now by the French franc, we can see that 


the fact that it belongs to the European Monetary System does not quite fully 
protect the franc zone against monetary instability. 


Could, then, the solution lie in tying up the CFA franc to the ECU? 








This would not be an indirect relation, like the one which already exists between 
the CFA tranc and the ECU by means of the French franc--a relation based on spe- 
cific agreements existing between the European Economic Community (EEC) and 
associated African States—-but a direct relation, the way for which was paved 

by certain provisions of the Lome II Convention. 


Indeed, "the provisions introduced into the Lome II Convention, under which 
community interventions into ACP [African, Caribbean and Pacific] countries 
will be expressed in European Currency Units or ECUs, reflect. the direct and 
official relation existing between the latter and the currencies of the states 
involved (ACP), especially the CFA franc."18 


Due to various compensation--and equalization--phenomena among the various EMS 
currencies, the ECU as an accounting unit remains relatively stable with respect 
to European currencies, and therefore is best adapted to guarantee the convert- 
ibility of the CFA franc and protect it against independent fluctuations of 
these currencies. 


This relative monetary stability will offer undeniable benefits to zone member 
countries: 


- an additional guarantee for international investments, especially if the 
principle of convertibility is maintained; 


- a guarantee for their export receipts and purchases abroad, especially from 
within the EEC; 


- greater trade diversification in Europe, which would not only enable franc-zone 
countries to select the least expensive product, but would also enhance their 
export potential to a certain extent. 


This possibility of directly tying up the CFA franc to the ECU, which European 
countries will probably find difficult to accept especially when, like Italy, 

they have serious problems in maintaining their own stability within the EMS, 

could be considered as an EEC contribution to the development of countries in 

the franc zone, which would likewise offer greater potential outlets to Euro- 

pean countries. 


Certainly, such a tying-up would not be without constraints for member countries, 
especially with respect to the growth of their respective monetary masses and 

the respect of an economic balance. But these constraints could not differ very 
much from those that exist in the present system. 20 


Certain drawbacks should be expected: 


- actually, in addition to being subjected to greater constraints in their 
monetary policies, African countries could find themselves in a position of 
increased dependence with respect to European countries. 


In addition, as relations between developed and developing countries tend to 
create a specialization of the poorer countries, we may fear that these rela- 
tions will restrict the actual industrialization potential of franc zone coun- 
tries. 


9 











That would leave the problem of the dollar and its fluctuations with respect to 
the CFA franc, a considerable appreciation of which (with respect to the dollar) 
would bring about a compression of export receipts; obviously, the prices of 
certain staples such as coffee and cocoa, which are based on New York market 
prices, would deteriorate very rapidly. 


We should then define the guarantee of the CFA franc by the ECU. 


Would that guarantee be copied on the franc zone model, which would mean a common 
CFA franc with a fixed parity? 


Or could the CFA franc fluctuate within limits to be defined, taking into account 
the economic situation of each country?2l 


B. Creation of an Inter-African Monetary Zone 


Tying up the CFA franc to the European ECU would definitely be a progress for 
the franc zone, but it would be at best a temporary solution. 


Indeed, as their economies develop, African countries cannot fail to aspire to 

a certain monetary independence, as belonging to a monetary zone implies depen- 
dence relations involving more or less pronounced constraints which, in turn, 
imply monetary policies that are often poorly adapted to domestic economic policy 
objectives. 


Therefore, we can expect that, in the future, franc zone countries will try to 
free themselves from all monetary dependence (with respect both to France and 
the European Community); but how? 


We can assume that each country looking for its independence will want to have 
its own currency, so as to manage its currency independently. 


Such a solution can be valid only if the national currency is credible abroad-- 
i.e. if the country follows a dual objective of internal equilibrium (inflation 
control) and external equilibrium (trying to balance its foreign trade)22--and 
we should exclude it for the following reason: 


1. it would impose an excessively restrictive monetary policy that would hinder 
economic development ; 


2. it would not guarantee the flow of foreign capital needed by these countries 
for their development, because the credibility and convertibility of national 
currencies will not be acquired a priori; 


3. it would make it harder for countries with independent currencies to trade 
with one another, although they are dependent on trade to survive, due to the 
structure of their economies and the small size of their domestic markets. 


Under these conditions, would it not be the best solution to create an Inter- 
African monetary zone that would be managed by member countries alone and that 
could meet the actual development needs of the region? 
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What is sure, at least, is that such monetary cooperation could be possible only 

as part of an overall development policy resulting from a political consensus and 
regional economic associations, such as the Central African Economic Community 
which is much debated right now, as monetary integration in Africa-—an essential 
part of national independence--has until now been hindered by conditions inherited 
from the past, which "traumatize the minds and block attempts at making changes."23 


African leaders appear to have already realized that salvation for their coun- 
tries lies in promoting and developing their own institutions. In this perspec- 
tive, at the economic summit held in Lagos (Nigeria) in 1980, they had decided 
to create an African monetary fund no later than 1985, with the essential objec- 
tive of "providing bases for the economic integration of Africa, as monetary co- 
Operation among African countries is a prerequisite, and the African Monetary 
Fund will be used as a spearhead for this cooperation, without which it cannot 
hope to fulfill its mission."24 


Such an association would have far greater economic impact. 


Indeed, it would involve joint asset management, which should make the strength 
of the system. The joint assets of African countries in the French treasury 
have usually shown a surplus, so that rational use of this surplus could help 
develop the more underprivileged areas. 2° 


In addition, in such an association, the joint currency would be a relatively 
strong currency, internationally, a sound currency, an important asset to 

develop African countries. These countries would then be in a position to expect 
more just economic relations with other countries, especially with EEC member 
countries, and there couJa be true monetary cooperation between the two communi- 
ties, without any relation of dependence. 


Conclusion 


The present structure of international monetary relations calls for Africa "to 
organize what amounts to a monetary defense," as loss of control over currency, 
the national asset that guarantees progress, may lead to depression and per- 
manently endanger the progress of a country. 


In this respect, monetary independence is a salutary objective which African 
countries must be determined to achieve in a spirit of cohesion and regional 
solidarity. 


Choosing to draw lessons from the unfortunate experience of Guinea and Mali-- 
scarecrows brandished by the proponents of the franc zone--they must above all 
dare to dare, for everything would be mere utopia if nothing were truly possible 
apart from what already exists. 
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FOOTNOTES 
We should mention in particular: 


- the cooperation agreements signed at the time of independence, in 1960, 
and renewed in 1972 for Central Africa and in 1973 for West Africa; 


- the reforms of 1974-1975 enabling the two central banks: the Central Bank 
of West African States (BCEAO) and the Bank of Central African States (BEAC) 
to diversify their reserves and hold part of them in a form other than the 
French franc. 


The ECU (European Currency Unit) is the European accounting unit calculated 
on the basis of EMS currencies. For instance, the French-franc value of 
the ECU is calculated from the rates of exchange of the other currencies 
prevailing on the Paris market. 


Bernard Vinay, "Zone franc et cooperation monetaire," Ministry of Cooperation, 
Paris, 1980, p 23. 


Each Central Bank has a general account with the French treasury, where the 
as,ets of the various countries are deposited: 


- BCEAO for West African countries; 

- BEAC for Central African countries; 

- Central Bank of Mali operating under different rules; 65 percent of the 
foreign currency amounts are deposited into French franc accounts. 


However, the treasury receives interests calculated on the balance, at a 
graduated rate; the maximum interest rate is the rediscount rate of the 
Bank of France. 


See: P. Desneuf, "Monetary Problems in West Africa," in LE MOIS EN AFRIQUE 
No 170-171, Feb-Mar 80 pp 26-27. 


Op. cit., p 27. 


The proponents of the monetary zone often point out to the failures of 
Guinea and Mali and, recently, to the fact that certain countries--Gambia, 
Sierra Leone, Zaire, etc.--have expressed the desire to return to the franc 
zone. 


Mamadou Diarra, “Les pays africains et la garantie monetaire de la France," 
New African Publishing Company, Dakar, 1972, p 35. 


J. Tchungjang Poemi, "Monnaie, servitude et liberte, la repression monetaire 
en Afrique," Editions Jeune Afrique, Paris, 1980, p 163. 


For Gabon, see: A. Ondo Ossa, "What Banking System for Developing Countries? 
The Case of Gabon," in ECONOMIE ET FINANCES, No 1 Jan 83 Table 5 p 35. 
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12. Samir Amin, "Le developpement inegal," Editions de Minuit, Paris 1973 p 216. 
13. See: BEAC, Gabon's 1979 and 1981 balances of payments. 


14. Since independence, the French franc has been devalued five times: 1959, 
1969, 1981, 1982, 1983; in addition, the French franc left the European 


Monetary System [Serpent European] twice (January 1974 and March 1976) to 
become a floating currency. 


15. In this respect, the last devaluation (March 1983) turned out to be a 
windfall for Gabon, enabling it to adjust its 1983 budget whose implemen- 
tation had been seriously compromised by the drop in the price of crude 
oil (from 34 to 29 dollars per barrel). 


16. See: "La zone franc et 1'Afrique," Ediafric, 3rd edition, Paris, 1981 
p 268. 


17. Georges Ngango, "Monetary and Fiscal Policy in African Countries," 
paper presented at the symposium on "Theory and Monetary Policy in Africa,' 
typed document, African Center for Monetary Studies, 1980, p 5. 


18. Jean Nkuette, "Le franc CFA face aux mutations de grandes unites de compte: 
dollar, DTS, ECU" [The CFA franc and the mutations of major accounting 
units: dollar, SDR, ECU], Editions CLE [expansion unknown], Yaounde, 1981 
p 98. 


19. We should not overlook the fact that this would have strong political 
implications. 


20. Until now, France has seldom had to make up for the balance of payment 
deficits of countries in the zone, due to the existence of interzone 
equalization phenomena. It is only in the past two years that the French 
guarantee had to come into play, in particular in the case of the BCEAO. 


21. As is the case with the European Monetary System, which gives the Italian 
lira a larger fluctuation range (6 percent). 


22. In this respect, we should point out that, in underdeveloped countries, it 
is not possible to give priority to the budget policy (of Keynesian 
inspiration) exclusively, first because Keynes reasoned on a self-centered 
economy, which is not the case in Third World countries; second, because 
these countries cannot maintain the moderate inflation that would be an 
incentive to investing for economic development, as Third World inflations 
are essentially determined by factors from abroad. 


Quite to the contrary, what is needed is a joint (monetary and budget) 
policy that will break the imbalances prevailing in these countries as 
a result of the present harsh international economic conditions. 


23. J. Tchundjang Poemi, op. cit. p 228. 
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24. In such a system, where France's or the EEC's guarantee would no longer 
come into play, countries with surplusses, such as Gabon and Cameroon in the 
Central African zone, would have to be prepared to make up for other coun- 
tries' deficits, provided that deficit countries make an effort to be 
credible in the long run. 


We cannot insist enough on the political and economic solidarity implied 
by such a system. 


25. A.B. Taylor, "Possible role of an African Monetary Fund," paper presented 


at the symposium on the balances of payments of African countries, typed 
document, African Center for Monetary Studies, Blantyre, 1982, p 7. 
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ANGOLA 


AMBASSADOR VAN DUNEN ON RELATIONS WITH PORTUGAL 
Lisbon DIARIO DE LISBOA in Portuguese 6 Jan 84 pp 6-7 


[Interview with Franca Van Dunen, Angolan ambassador to Portugal, by Jose 
Manuel Saraiva, in Lisbon; date not specified] 


[Text] The distance separating Lisbon and Luanda has never 
been as great as it is now. Relations between the govern- 
ments of Portugal and Angola have almost reached the breaking 
point. Two countries whose peoples wrote glorious pages of 
struggle for the liberation of both have their backs turned 
to each other in the history of our own day. When all is 
said and done, who is responsible for the current situation? 


The ambassador from the People's Republic of Angola claims 
that responsibility for the difficult relations between the 
two governments rests entirely on the Portuguese ministries. 
Throughout a lengthy interview with DIARIO DE LISBOA, Franca 
Van Dunen talks about his country's new relations with other 
states in West Europe and on the American continent and 
about Luanda's position on the attitudes of Portuguese gov- 
ernment authorities, and he ccncludes by saying that his 
diplomatic action in Lisbon is being made extremely difficult, 
unlike what is happening in the case of movements hostile to 
the government of Angola. Here is what was recorded in a 
talk that lasted 2 hours. 


[Question] Mr Ambassador, what is the current level of Portugal's relations 
with Angola? 


[Answer] It is difficult to answer that question. If we are talking about 
the political level, I can say that relations are not very good, seeing that 
on the part of the Portuguese Government, it seems--apparently--that there is 
no clear definition of what its intentions are with respect to Angola. And I 
say apparently because, despite statements to the contrary, never have the ac- 
tivities by elements hostile to the government of Angola been as passively ac- 
cepted by Portuguese authoriti¢s as they are now. The Portuguese Government 
used to say that it had no intelligence service to let it know ahead of time 
wher those individuals were going to do something. Another argument was that 
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it did not know the identity of those individuals--that is, whether they were 
Portuguese or Angolans. The Portuguese Government's third defense was to take 
shelter behind the existence of a democratic system in Portugal, one of whose 
privileges is freedom of the press, meaning that it was not possible to silence 
the press hostile to the government of Angola. To get around that, my embassy 
began first of all to identify a number of individuals engaged in such activi- 
ties and tried to find out, in the most official manner possible, whether those 
citizens were in Portugal as Portuguese or as foreigners. 





[Question] And what conclusions did you reach? 


[Answer] In two cases, we reached the conclusion that the people in question 
were individuals to whom the Portuguese Government had issued identification 
cards as foreign citizens. 


[Question] Who were those citizens? 


[Answer] Chipenda and Wilson Santos. And I can tell you that we then tried to 
determine the domicile of the organizations active in Portugal, and we gave 

that information .. the proper authorities opportunely. So in that first phase, 
we rebutted the argument by the Portuguese authorities to the effect that they 
did not know the nationality and whereabouts of the individuals hostile to my 
government. I would like to remind you that the Angolan authorities are in no 
way challenging the freedom of the press that allows Portuguese reporters to 
inform their public. What we do rebel against is the use of those same media 
on behalf of causes harmful to relations between Portugal and Angola. 


[Question] So have you kept the Portuguese authorities regularly informed of 
cases known to you? 


[Answer] I made a pledge to a number of authorities that I would alert them 
when I knew of any public event hostile to the government on the part of some 
puppet group. And that is what I did when I learned that a press conference 
was going to be held at the Berna Hotel. On the day before, I informed the 
directeur de cabinet to the minister of foreign affairs, I personally informed 
the secretary of state for cooperation, and I contacted an adviser to the presi- 
dent of the republic, to whom I gave the information that had come to my knowl- 
edge. I called his attention to the day, time, and place. Immediately after 
that representation, I was told that the press conference would be banned. But 
despite that formal ban, ¢.1e individual had the opportunity to talk to the 
press for over 15 minutes in front of the Berna Hotel. I immediately requested 
an audience with the minister of foreign affairs, who granted it, and I ex- 
pressed to him, on behalf of my government, our concern over the event, which 
later gave rise to a note written by me in diplomatic and proper terms to call 
attention to what was happening. 


[Question] What was the response from the minister of foreign affairs? 
[Answer] He was very surprised at my initiative because, he said, it was the 


first time that the government had banned an initiative of that kind. Moreover, 
in his opinion, the press conference had not taken place because it was his 
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understanding that a press conference had to be held in a room with microphones 
and banners. But what had actually happened (still quoting Jaime Gama) was 
only a street demonstration by one individual who was getting into a taxi and, 
before doing so, had talked to half a dozen communist reporters. 


[Question] What was your answer to the minister of foreign affairs? 


[Answer] Obviously, I told him that all of that was a euphemism and that it 
translated into a public demonstration against my country. As you can see, it 
was after all that--after all those events--that relations between Portugal and 
Angola began their gradual deterioration. And incidentally, that was not the 
first time that events of this kind had taken place in Portugal. I would like 
to remind you that I have been trying to play down other situations, one ex- 
ample being the case of an MPLA official holding a diplomatic passport who had 
deserted the Portuguese Army in 1973 and was arrested in Lisbon. On that day 

I was awakened at 5 o'clock in the morning and went to the Lancers Regiment, 
where I stayed until 11 o'clock that morning. The president of the republic 
had to intervene. In an atmosphere like this, nothing can be done. For our 
part, we have no right to criticize Portugal for its ideas on political refu- 
gees, but we do have the right to demand a firm stand by the Portuguese Govern- 
ment on individuals who demonstrate against us. Portugal does not seem to have 
a true idea of what is at stake. 


[Question] In connection with all this, I would like _» ask you another ques- 
tion. Long before you came to Lisbon as a diplomat for your country--that is, 
in 1978 and the years following--UNITA, the FNLA, the FLEC, and African Con- 
vergence were carrying out and developing their activities hostile to the gov- 
ernment of Angola. That being the case, my question is: why is it only now 
that Angolan authorities are reacting as they are? Why didn't they react more 
strongly before? 


[Answer] The Portuguese Government always gave the excuse that it did not know 
who was involved in actions of that kind: they did not know whether those in- 
volved were Portuguese or foreigners. The problem surrounding the dismantling 
of PIDE [International and State Defense Police] was also an argument, as was 
the circumstance that there were many people in Portugal who had come from 
Angola and Mozambique. There was a time when the Portuguese Government also 
took shelter behind the absence of an intelligence service, and it said that the 
Portuguese were in a state of great trauma. I am not very familiar with the 
steps taken by my predecessor. What I do know is that since I came here, my 
own intention has been to inform the Portuguese Government of everything going 
on in connection with activities by those small groups hostile to the People's 
Republic of Angola [RPA]. 


[Question] Has the government taken action? 


[Answer] It has not taken action to my knowledge, and that explains our radi- 
calization. But none of this would have led to anything if, following Presi- 
dent Eanes' visit to Angola, an interest had not been expressed in turning a 
page in our history. That-explains the increase in trade relations. Lisbon 
became an obligatory destination for our ministers. The level of orders and 
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purchases increased tremendogusly. And President Eanes was a positive element 
in cooperation between our two countries, 


[Question] I would like to know what is happening in Angola's cooperation re- 
lations with Spain, France, and Great Britain. There are Portuguese officials 
who say--although not officially--that even in those countries, with which 
Luanda seems to want closer relations, there are "poles of attraction" identi- 
cal to those known to exist in Portugal. In other words, they say that those 
countries also have groups involved in activities against the RPA but that, 
apparently, not much is said about them. So I would like to know the actual 
facts about all this. 


[Answer] I must tell you that relations between my country and Spain, France, 
and Great Britain--and the FRG as well--are becoming closer all the time. On 
the other hand, I am not aware of public statements by individuals belonging to 
hostile groups in the capitals of those countries. Holden Roberto lives in 
Paris, and I have never seen any statement by him in LE MONDE. Does that mean 
that freedom of information does not exist in France? I am not aware of inter- 
views and public events in those countries. I am not talking about communiques. 
What we oppose are activities. 


[Question] Also in connection with my last question, I would like to know 
whether Luanda has established a permanent relationship with Madrid in the mat- 
ter of business contracts. I ask this question because I know that the Angolan 
Government recently signed several contracts with Spanish firms and that those 
contracts were originally supposed to be signed with Portuguese firms, 


[Answer] I don't know whether they were supposed to be signed with Portuguese 
firms. What I do know is that we have signed several contracts with Spanish 
firms and, recently, a fishing agreement with the Spanish Government. The 
trade balance is favorable to my country. I remind you that we sell Spain 
crustaceans and 22,000 barrels of petroleum per day. 


[Question] And how many barrels does Portugal buy? 


[Answer] None. But still on the subject of Spain, I would like to tell you 
that its government has just granted us a line of credit totaling $200 million. 
So it is natural “hat we should turn to Spain and try to obtain credit where 
it is available. Portugal does not grant credit, and whatever we bought here 
was almost always covered by 90-day letters of credit--in other words, practi- 
cally cash payment. And no state can operate that way. This reminds me of an 
interview with Prime Minister Mario Soares by the RTP [Portuguese Television 
System] that was shown on the "First Page" program. Speaking of Portugal's 
cooperation with its former colonies, Mario Soares said that it was costing 
Portugal a lot of money and was being paid for by Portuguese citizens. It 
seemed to me that his statement was not very diplomatic, at least as far as my 
country is concerned. Angola does not owe Portugal anything beyond current 
debts. 


[Question] Before we get into a few aspects of cooperation, I would also like 
to ask you another question, Mr Ambassador, in connection with Spain. Do you 
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feel that your government is going to transfer the RPA ambassador's permanent 
residence from Lisbon to Madrid, thus reversing the current Angolan diplomatic 
situation with respect to the two countries on the Iberian Peninsula? 


[Answer] It is not my government's intention to make that change. 
[Question] What if the situation gets worse? 


[Answer] We will try to respond in other ways. -Because of the current situa- 
tion in our relations with Spain, it would be necessary to accredit an ambas- 
sador to Madrid. But Angola has no cadres. There is an idea that the ambas- 
sador resident in Portugal could also cover Spain if the Madrid authorities 
agreed and if Portugal did not object. We have to make rational use of our 
manpower. 


[Question] Is it true that relations between Portugal and Angola are worse 
than ever since the new government headed by Mario Soares was formed in Portu- 
gal? 


[Answer] It is difficult to answer that question. I must say that there is 
tension in relations between Portugal and Angola that cannot be blamed solely 
on the government headed by the Socialist Party. We must not lay everything 
on the doorstep of the Socialist government. What exists is an accumulation 
of things. We thought that the existing tensions were going to disappear with 
this government, with which, naturally, we have greater ideological affinities 
than we did with the others preceding it. 


[Question] Mr Ambassador, what are the difficulties with Portugal's lines of 
credit to the People's Republic of Angola? 


[Answer] Portugal no longer offers lines of credit, and that is certainly be- 
cause of the financial situation. We are having increasing difficulty in ob- 
taining lines of credit from Portuguese financial authorities. 


[Question] And how has the Portuguese Central Bank been conducting itself in 
this connection? 


[Answer] As reluctantly as possible, to our knowledge. We only buy where we 
have credit: Spain, France, and Brazil. 


[Question] Since you menticned Brazil, Mr Ambassador, I would like to know 
what significance the Angolan Government attaches to that country's attitude 
(which is never disinterested, naturally, but which is certainly of great in- 
terest to both parties), since Brazil has just granted Luanda a line of credit 
totaling $400 million? 


[Answer] We judge covntries by their actions, not by their words. If Portugal 
were to take a different tack, we would also appreciate that. 


[Question] What is your understanding of Portuguese business cooperation in 
Angola? 
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[Answer] I must tell you that the business sectors are highly receptive. But 
for anything to happen, there must be credits, And if larger credits are made 
available, there will be greater Portuguese participation in Angola. 


[Question] Another question, Mr Ambassador. What do President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos and the Angolan Government think of President Eanes' position on 
this entire situation of difficult relations between the two countries? 


[Answer] I must pay tribute--my own and, through me, that of my government-- 
to the action taken by Prvsident Eanes on behalf of better relations and closer 
relations betwee: Portugal and Angola. Many things that have have been accom- 
plished are due to personal intervention by President Eanes. 


[Question] Mr Ambassador, President Samora Machel has been here. It is known 
that President Jose Eduardo dos Santos has been invited to visit Portugal offi- 
cially. Do you feel that it would be appropriate for the president of the Peo- 
ple's Republic of Angola to come to Lisbon at this time? 


[Answer] Personally, I do not think a visit by President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos is appropriate. I don't know whether, on the very day he arrives in 
Portugal, the Portuguese Government will be allowing a press conference by some 
group of puppets somewhere in Lisbon on the pretext that it did not know it was 
going to be held. In any case, it is up to my government to answer that ques- 
tion. But that is my personal opinion. 


[Question] I would like to return briefly to the question of Portugal's coop- 
eration with Angola. Many people know that the Angolan Government spends thou- 
sands of contos every year for patients it sends to Lisbon--especially to the 
Portuguese Institute of Oncology--as part of its cooperation with vortugal in 
the health field. As far as I can determine, things are not going as well as 
they could in that area, either. What is the actual situation, Mr Ambassador? 


[Answer] What is happening is this: no agreement covering cooperation in the 
health field has been signed as yet between Portugal and Angola. As <= conse- 
quence, Angola spends approximately 10,000 contos per month on expenditures for 
medical care and medicines for patients who, due to the lack of resources at 
home, are forced to come to Portugal for treatment. Those patients require 
treatment primarily in the fields of oncology and ophthalmology. If there were 
a cooperation agreement, we would not have to spend so much money, and instead 
of being channeled into private allowances, what we did spend would benefit the 
Portuguese Government. I can tell you that last year, my country's government 
spent about 40,000 kwanzas (over 120,000 contos) on the patients it sent to 
Portugal. 


[Question] What is the Portuguese Government's attitude toward a cooperation 
agreement in the health field? 


[Answer] It is said that a bill is ready to go before the Council of Ministers 


and that it also concerns cooperation. For reasons that I do not know, it has 
not yet been signed. 
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[Question] It is known that even back when Angola was a Portuguese colony, 
the air link between Luanda and Lisbon did not operate as regularly and with 
as much traffic as it does now. It is said that the Angolan Government spends 
an appropriation of 20 million contos on travel by tourists and patients. Can 
you confirm that? 


[Answer] It is a fact that a lot of money is being spent. The figures I men- 
tioned just now refer only to budgeted amounts spent by my government. So they 
do not include transfers for vacations by Angolan citizens who come to spend 
their time off in Portugal, nor do they include the money which those citizens 
leave here. Last August alone, Angola transferred $3 million to cover vacations 
by Angolan citizens who came to Portugal. 


[Question] It is reported that the Angolan Government may consider measures 
aimed at changing the situation as regards travel by patients and even Angolan 
tourists. Is that true? 


[Answer] It is obvious that if this climate of hostility toward the government 
of the RPA continues, we will be forced to consider alternative measures. I 
remind you that eye patients used to go to Spain, and it was only after the 
visit by President Eanes that they began coming to Portugal. This is not a 
matter of applying any kind of pressure. But if people hate us, why should we 
keep coming here? 


[Question] Mr Ambassador, how did the Angolan authorities react to the "tri- 
continental" proposal made by Portuguese Minister Jaime Gama? 


[Answer] That proposal was not even analyzed. Since it is an issue concerning 
the five countries whose official language is Portuguese, the response will 
have to be collective. It may be that the matter will be taken up at another 
summit meeting. 


[Question] In conclusion, how do you define and evaluate current developments 
in the situation in southern Africa and, naturally, in Angola? 


[Answer] I feel that the situation is bad, chiefly because of the war that 


South Africa is provoking against us. Once the Namibian problem is solved, 
the tension that exists in the zone will disappear. 
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ANGOLA 


REPORTAGE ON OFFICERS' SCHOOL IN HUAMBO 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 12 Jan 84 p 3 
{Article by Mario Augusto] 


[Text] The School for the Upper Level Course for officers, 
the only one of its kind in the country, has as its objec- 
tive the raising of the politico-military level of the of- 
ficers of the Angolan Armed Forces (FAPLA [People's Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola]). This educational 
establishment is representative of the success of our 
revolution, carrying out, as it does, the directives of 

the party's structures, the government and the armed forces 
at the present crucial stage of the process in which we are 
engaged, which demands great attention and a careful prepar- 
ation of the cadres and officers in order to impart to them 
the expertise needed to command the troops. 


The excellence of the officer cadres within the framework of 
the objectives we are pursuing and on the basis of the prin- 
ciples we are defending, which were established at a higher 
level by the MPLA-Labor Party, the directing force of the 
Angolan nation, will facilitate an improvement in the ability 
to command troops in conformity with the military technique 
and art in use today. The training of each officer must be 
based fundamentally on the spirit of love for country, for 
the revolution and for work, so that we may be able to cope 
with the difficulties existing in the country, which are the 
fruits of the war situation in which we are living, forced 
upon us by the South African blowhards who are financing the 
puppet gangs of the UNITA. 


Let us remember, however, that the revolutionary examples of our heroes will 
have to be presented as sources of inspiration and studious application in 

order to instill in the students as well the feeling of loyalty to the party 
and to the people for whom they will have to sacrifice their lives if it be- 
comes necessary. 
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The effective training of the officer cadres has been a task that has given 
anxious concern to the high command of the FAPLA in its attempt to broaden the 
knowledge of every officer in the politico-military sphere, for the purpose of 
improving the professional training of the command staff of the FAPLA. 


In the Academico, which is also known as the school zone, in the center of the 
city, a two-story building rises boldly, constructed in the modern style, yet 
lacking excessive magnificence. However, something other than its architectur- 
al design strikes the eye of the people who live in that area, of the students 
who study in the nearby schools and especially of the individuals who visit 

that scholastic institution connected with the Ministry of Defense: it is the 
beautification of and the treatment given to the open areas, which are complete- 
ly covered with grass and bloom with various species of flowers. 





In any case, we visited the school and had a conversation with its director, 
lst Lt Victor Hugo Goncalves Martinho, who took the occasion to describe to us 
the main features of life in that scholastic institution and its objectives. 


The officer began by saying: "The School for the Upper Level Course for Offi- 
cers was founded in Luanda in 1978 as an Angolan Study Center for Military 
Analyses (GAMA), where its first course for officers of the Angolan armed 
forces was taught, included as honor students were the late lamented President 
Comrade Antonio Agostinho Neto, Comrade President Jose Eduardo dos Santos, 
Commander in Chief of the People's Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola 
(FAPLA) and, among others, highly placed officials of our party, the government 
and the armed forces. 


Continuing his talk, the officer said that “the second course for officers had 
been held already in the province of Huambo, after the closing of the GAMA, 
which led to the creation of the School for the Upper Level Course for Offi- 
cers in 1979. From that date to the present time, the school has already con- 
ducted five courses and the eighth course is now about to convene, in which 
instruction will be given in all the disciplines that make up professional 
military training and in which the instructional method will be of the most 
up-to-date variety." 


Later, when asked about the academic level prerequisite for attending the 
course and what the present level is for students selected for the course in 
question, lst Lt Victor Hugo, in his simple and clear way of speaking, ex- 
plained to us: "The matter of academic leve) plays a very important part with 
respect to a student's ability to assimilate the course material. However, 
that level is not always the highest because there is no rule regulating mini- 
mum requirements. The low academic level in the FAPLA is, in some cases, com- 
pensated for by long military and political experience gained by many fighting 
men during and first and second wars for national liberation. It should be 
emphasized that the academic level of the students registered for this eighth 
course is figured as follows: 


lst level.........-35 percent 
2nd level.........-33 percent 
3rd level..........20 percent 
Pre-university.....12 percent. 
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The Difficulties Impeding the School's Development 


Speaking of the main difficulties that have sprung up, the director of the 
military school stated further: "Immense difficulties are impeding the har- 
monious development of all spheres of the school's life. We are experiencing 
problems in filling the personnel cadre of the school, both with respect to 
commissioned officers and to sergeants and buck privates as well." 


"The lack of electricity in the province makes normal school life difficult, 
since we do not have a generator to produce electrical current and thus re- 
medy the situation. We are also having difficulties with the maintenance of 
our transportation facilities and in the matter of our lack of personnel hav- 
ing the necessary mechanical knowledge due to the fact that the drivers are un- 
skilled and that there is a shortage of accessories. As an example, on 

10 January 1983, the school left two IFAS [expansion unknown] at Mamauto 121, 
the IFA representative in that province, for minor repairs and we had to take 
the same vehicles back on 4 December of that year, because they had been conm- 
pletely stripped of all equipment." 


In a summarized report on the activities developed during the past year, the 
director of the school, Comrade lst Lt Victor Hugo said: "The year 1983 came 
to a successful conclusion in that the seventh course under the stable direc- 
tion of Comrade Major Inocencio D'Almeida was conducted and also the eighth 
course was prepared and began during the same year." 


As for the future, the director of the school stated: "We submitted to the 
general staff (EMG/FAPLA) and to the comrade minister of defense during his 
visit to this school in 1983 at the end of the seventh course, some proposals 
dealing with the need to increase the number of students for the next courses 
and in 1985, 50 percent of the faculty (all Soviets) would be composed of 
Angolans and at a later date the school will be converted into an Upper Mili- 
tary Academy. 


8089 
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FRENCH AMBASSADOR PRESENTS AIRCRAFT TO GOVERNMENT 
Ndjamena AL-WATAN in French 31 Dec 83-7 Jan 84 p 7 


[Article by R. Moussa Ndorkoi: "Number of Chadian Military Aircraft 
Increased" ] 


[Excerpts] French President Francois Mitterrand's government has given the 
Chadian National Armed Forces (FANT) another C-130 Hercules [transport] 
aircraft. Claude Soubeste, France's ambassador to Chad, turned over the 
controls of this valuable means of logistic support to Daoud Kinefour, the 
secretary of state for defense, representing the Chadian Government. This 
vital gift was officially presented to Chad in a ceremony held at the 
Ndjamena International Airport on 27 December 1983. 


Daoud Kinefour conveyed the Chadian Government's profound gratitude and 
appreciation to the French Government and people. 


In turning the aircraft over to the Chadian Government on this happy 
occasion, the French ambassador noted that this gesture was pursuant to the 
bilateral French-Chadian cooperation agreement. He said that this large- 
capacity aircraft was evidence of the assistance which the French Government 
is furnishing Chad to enable it to safeguard its national territorial 
integrity. The C-130's operating range is such that it can provide efficient 
service not only between the prefectures and the capital but also between 
Chad and friendly countries. As an example of this capability, Ambassador 
Soubeste mentioned President Hissein Habre's latest trip to Bangui [Central 
African Republic]. 


In his response to these encouraging and comforting remarks, the 
representative of the government of the Third Republic, Daoud Kinefour, 
expressed in the name of the chief of state, comrade Hissein Habre, "our 
profound gratitude and our appreciation to the French Government and people." 
The secretary of state for defense, veterans, and war victims acknowledged 
that this gesture demonstrated that Ambassador Soubeste was faithfully 
transmitting the urgent requests of the Chadian authorities. He asked the 
ambassador to continue in the same vein because Chad is currently faced with 
an extremely dangerous situation. For this reason, Kinefour hoped that 
France would redouble its efforts and increase its aid and thus enable Chad 
to thwart the enemy's action. He then appealed to the patriotic 
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consciousness of the personnel of the Chadian Flight ("Escadrille") who 
are going to work closely with the French seven-man crew assigned to train 
them properly. 


The aircraft commander, Jean-Pierre Toucas, told us that the C-130 Hercules 
has a 16,000-hp power plant. It can carry 140 troops or more than 16 tons of 
cargo. Its cruise speed of approximately 600 kilometers per hour enables it 
to cover long distances. 


In addition to its primary mission of making frequent flights to enhance the 
FANT's logistic support, the French crew will eventually train officers and 
noncommissioned officers of the National Air Force. 


Assi Moussa, deputy commander of the Chadian Air Force, is indeed concerned 
about this training. He hopes that it will be done as quickly as possible. 
He believes that Chadian air crews rapidly adapt themselves to the new 
aircraft in which they are trained. Proof of this is that they had no 
difficulty at all in learning to fly the C-47. 


With this second C-130 Hercules--the first was given by the United States-- 
and the CASA [Spanish Aircraft Manufacturing Company] aircraft--likewise a gift 
from France--the Chadian air fleet has been increased by three aircraft since 
the Northern Armed Forces assumed power on 7 June 1983. 


8041 
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AGRICULTURAL TRAINING CENTER ESTABLISHED IN BANDARO 
Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 16 Jan 84 pp 5-6 


[Text] ATP [date not specified]--A vocational agriculture training course 
has been underway since 15 November 1983 at the former JAD [Farm Youth for 
Development] center in Bandaro some 8 kilometers northeast of Mangoro. When 
the country was at peace and had a good yearly rainfall, Bandaro was a rather 
large agricultural training center. It also supplied the Mongo market 

with potatoes and fruits from its own garden and orchards. Some 20 students 
regularly received 3 to 6 months of training there. 


Today, the Bandaro center looks like a ruin. This is due not only to the 
declining yearly rainfall but primarily to the fact that troops of the 

first army had camped there for 18 months. These soldiers totally devastated 
and disorganized the center. Buildings that had housed the agricultural 
trainees are now veritable dumps and the gardens have even lost their 
luxuriance. Had officials of the Mongo Catholic mission and ONDR [Chadian 
National Office for Rural Development] technicians from Guera not planned and 
taken appropriate measures to cope with the drought that has steadily 
worsened year by year, the Bandaro center would now exist in name only. 


Last November, Father Serge Semur, head of the Mongo Catholic mission, met 
with ONDR technicians and former JAD members for the purpose of initiating 
action to cope with the steady southward spread of the desert, a situation 
that has seriously plagued the prefiecture's rural development. This meeting 
led to the opening of the Agricultural Training Center on 15 November 1983. 
From Tuesday to Thursday each week, the center receives some 30 to 35 adult 
trainees from all parts of the region. The training lasts 3 days with 
morning and afternoon sessions. Although this course seems quite short, it 
is actually adequate. Trainees attentively follow the practical advice 
given by instructors from the ONDR and the Catholic Mission Association. 


The adult trainees learn particularly how to build small contoured dikes 
designed to retain a certain amount of water inside a field and thus enable 
the arable land to absorb it slowly. Other subjects taught at Bandaro 
include the concept of grouping farmers and fields into one productive unit, 
practical methods of transplanting barberry seedlings, selection of seed beds 
and seedlings, and team farming. After 3 days of instruction and training, 
the "graduate" farmers return home on Friday. 
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Facilities for handling and housing the trainees are very poor. Each trainee 
brings his own bedding--generally consisting of merely a mat or a sheepskin-- 
plus a supply of millet for food. At the center, they receive food 
supplements furnished by the WFP (World Food Program) and the AICF 
(International Assistance Against Hunger). Tools--pickaxes and shovels--are 
supplied by UNICEF. This agricultural extension service program is 
proceeding at a good pace. As of 4 January 1984, the center had trained more 
than 280 farmers since its opening on 15 November 1983. Its eighth class is 
now in training. Mahamat Moussa, director of the Guera agricultural sector, 
said that in spite of the center's difficulties, his entire sector will have 
had farmers trained there by the end of May 1984. Persons who have 

received this training will in turn teach those who did not have time to go 
to the center. 


8041 
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LIBERIA 


CRITICISM OF U. S. FOREIGN POLICY VOICED 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 13 Dec 83 p 4 
[Unsigned article: "Fact of the Matter"] 


[Text] There seems to be an urgent need for the United States Government 
under the Reagan Administration to re-examine its foreign policy and deter- 
mine whether its aims and objectives are serving the cause of world peace. 

We feel this way because since Mr. Reagan took office more than three years 
ago, his Administration has "ushered in a wave of universal" terrorism against 
U. S. installations around the world as never before. 


This “wave of terrorism", demonstrations and abuses reflect the universal 
disapproval of the manner in which the Reagan Administration sees situations 
in other parts of the world and how they go about handling these situations. 


In the Middle East where Reagan has pre-occupied his efforts, the responses 
from there have been increased terrorism from the Arab camp and a snobbish 
behaviour on the part of his Israeli friends. 


In Europe military personnel have been kidnapped, and shot. There have been 
wave of demonstrations against the NATO decision to install American Cruise 
missiles in certain countries of Western Europe. 


One area of global concern in Africa has been the question of independence 
for Namibia. The United Nations in 1978 set up a five-nation Western Contact 
Group which has been working to bring Namibia to independence. The Group 
comprises of Canada, France, Great Britain, Western Germany and the United 
States. They have held negotiations with all the parties concerned with the 
Namibian issue and, so far, have resolved all the issues directly involved 

in the matter. But what is holding up the independence of this African coun- 
try? South Africa says Cuban troops in Angola should first be withdrawn, and 
the Reagan Administration has hammered on this as a precondition to inde- 
pendence. 


Angola is an independent country. The Cuban troops are based in Angola not 
in Namibia, nor are they there to threatening the existence of Namibia as an 
independent state, so why has the United States found it convenient to side 
with South Africa and use this as yet another stumbling block to the freedom 
of a people? 
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The fact of the matter is that United States foreign policy under Reagan is 
designed to serve the United States and its aims as a domineering force to 
the world. Its object is not to serve the cause of mankind, but to protect 
the interest of the United States and to be an instrument of its global 
strategy in the promotion of military forde. 


Any policy backed up by force will be resisted by force; any policy maintained 
by force but which appears not to be serving the interest of those around 
whom it revolves will also meet a response of force. Reagan should realize 
by now that no nation has a monopoly of force in the world, however big or 
small. It is about time that the United States begin to play down the use 

of force and return diplomacy of goodwill. 


We need once more the United States which ushered in Point Four Programme now 
called USAID; we need once more the United States which ushered in the Peace 
Corps programme taking Americans far into the rural areas of Africa; living 
in villages, digging wells, teaching and helping to improve the quality of 
life of people in the Third World. 


We need the America which practices trade and investment in Third World coun- 
tries where Americans are seen as partners in progress. 


We need once more the America which stressed human rights as one of the cor- 
ner stones of “ts foreign policy and which acted in the interest of the 
common man. 


While military might be needed as a necessary back-up for the execution of 
policies, to prioritize that need over and above the substance of policy, 
inevitably creates resistance and suspicion as its evidenced around the world 
today. We therefore think the need for a change has come. 


CSO: 3400/623 





LIBERIA 


"SHIFT TO DEVELOPMENT JOURNALISM’ CALLED FOR 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 22 Dec 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "The Development Journalist"] 


[Text] The role of press has become a very controversial issue depending on 
the type of political system of a given society. Since most Third World 
countries defy any definite political system, they do not fit very well into 
any system of the press. 


This has created widely varied opinions as to the role of the press in Third 
World countries. 


Many believe that the prees is only free and good when it is allowed to criti- 
cize the government of the day. 


This is healthy as far as democracy is concerned, but there are those who be- 
lieve that blind criticism of those in authority is better and can sell 
their paper better than a rational policy. 


Meny journalists in Third World countries, unfortunately, have become victims 
of this credo while still some do not know what to do at all, which has con- 
tributed in no small way to the underdevelopment prevalent here. 


Since Liberian journalists are no exception to this state of affairs, there 
is no need for our journalists to find out what underdevelopment is in our 
rural areas. 


If they are able to do this, supported by a conscious editerial policy and, 
a trip to some of the remote areas of the country, like Butaw District in 
Sinoe County or Bopolu in Lofa County, for about a week or two, it would en- 
able our journalists to see the urgent need to restructure social life in 
these areas. 


Not only that, it would enable our journalists to shift to development jour- 
nalism instead of the usual schedules of following public figures to cere- 
monial functions or occasional trips to sensational spots in the community 
such as the recent fire outbreak down the Water Front, in Monrovia. 
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A shift to development journalism would, no doubt, raise some grumbling from 
people, educated people, who would only glance through a newspaper or listen 
to the radio, and getting nothing sensational, will say "there is no news," 
when in fact, there are several reports of this town or that town undertaking 
self-help projects or harvesting food crop to be transported to the cities. 


The shift itself will not be an easy task. It will rather be very exacting 
unless our journalists get the proper orientation because they will have to 
miss the "envelops", electricity, pressing iron, radio, discos, taxi, and some- 
times, fresh drinking water. The journalists will have to really feel how 

the people feel and share with them their fears. 


This is necessary to enable our journalists to share with the people their 
hopes and aspirations as well as see for themselves the problems of our rural 
folks and the efforts they are making to help themselves. It will also assist 
government to share out development. 


Therefore it will not be a waste of time or space to feature problems of a given 
area and how they are "killing" themselves to supply urban dwellers with food 
and getting almost nothing in return. 


On the other hand, the press must be able to impart their informed judgment 
to the people so that they may know how best they can contribute to the recon- 
struction of the country. 


The press must also provide forums for debates on national issues to find 
solutions to then. 


For those who would want to know what development journalism is, it is that 
journalistic practice which seeks not only to inform readers, but to use the 
medium of the print, the radio and film to highlight the problems of the peo- 
ple, to get them to discuss those problems themselves and find solutions to 
then. 


This done, our journalists would come to appreciate the price of development 
journalism. 
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LIBERIA 


ROBBERIES ‘GETTING OUT OF HAND' 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 11 Jan 84 p 4 
(Editorial: "The Plague of Robbery"] 


[Text] There is a plague in the city of Monrovia. It: is eating away at the 
vitals of our society; it is distorting the image of the nation; it is build- 
ing up fear among individuals. Robbery is the name. 


Monrovia city has come to a point where the plague robs one of his reputation, 
robs one of his sense of decency, robs one of his respectability. It has 
reached a point where Mons‘ovia at night is a bat town; to live in it, to 
survive, one must hang like bat. 


Believe it or not; but nowadays men and women walk the streets with fear and 
consternation. 


Last Sunday afternoon an Indian professor rushed into our office on Broad 
Street with his two visiting daughters trailing behind him. He told us 

they were on their way from Church--at two in the afternoon--when some boys 
on the side-walk near Shiela Cinema jostled him and tried to snatch his purse. 
There were about twenty others standing by, but no one rushed to his rescue. 


On Benson Street a well-dressed lady almost kissed the dirt when a snatcher 
jerked at her gold necklace, ripping it off her neck. 


On Broad Street the boys gamble and crowd the side-walks; as pedestrians 
try to pass through, they jostle them and snatch purses and handbags. 


The situation is getting out of hand and something should be done. 


The Freeport Junction where the traffic lights are located has become a zone 
of fear after dark. The marauders sit around waiting, stalking cabs and 
cars, harassing passengers and robbing some. Recently a taxi passenger al- 
most lost his hand trying to save his watch; he had to let the watch go. 

A driver was beaten, kicked and mauled when he tried to fend off his attack- 
ers who robbed him of his day's earnings. 


The frightening thing about it is that there seems to be no safe and decent 
spot left. Some visitors strolled down from the Ducor to Salvatore's for 
dinner. When they left the restaurant, one of the men was jumped upon, 
beaten and robbed. 
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When situations develop into such a deteriorating state, people in society 

begin to feel insecure and soon they start to look for ways to protect thenm- 
selves individually. Sometimes the people in the community develop a dog eat 
dog attitude and hostility boils over. This is not what we want to see here. 


We are aware that unemployment proliferates some of the ills we are experi- 
encing in our society today; we know that some considerations should be given 
to the needy in our midst and make them less a paréah. 


There are some who would want others to believe that the situation under dis- 
cussion does not exist; or that it is within our element to pick out the nega- 
tive aspects of our national life and magnify them. But these things do 
exist and they are a menace to the peace and security in our city. The 
plague is here and unless we mobilize ohr forces and design positive strate- 
gies to eliminate these ills and rehabilitate those who are caught in the 
quagmire of the degenerates, we shall find ourselves in troubles more serious 
than we are now able to handle. 


The agricultural task force could direct its attention to conscripting these 
youths who roam the city and have their energies harnessed for agricultural 
production. 


We loathe to believe that most of these youths found gambling, robbing and 
menacing citizens in the streets are hardened criminals. Most of them are 

in search of food, or led on by others. It is the responsibility of organi- 
sations, agencies and the society as a whole to discover ways of creating 
opportunities for those unfortunate youths so that their role in the community 
may seek the transformation necessary to make them gainful and productive 
citizens. 


In this new year we should rise up to our responsibilities as concerned 
citizens in the community--speak out against the ills plaguing us; recommend 
ways to bring about meaningful change and improvement and let this nation 
be a better and safer place for all. 


Meanwhile, we think the task at hand is for the police to become active and 


vigilant in identifying the misplaced ones in our midst, turn them over to 
an institution for proper guidance; but until that is done, the plague remains. 


CSO: 3400/623 





34 





LIBERIA 


CUBA ‘INTENDS TO DEVELOP TWO-WAY TRADE' 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 6 Jan 84 p 12 


[Excerpt ] 


A Cuban economic and com- 
mercial delegation ‘s to visit 
Liberia later this year, the 
Cuban Ambassador to Liberia, 
Mr. Alfonso Hererra, has 
disclosed in Monrovia. 

In an interview Wednesday 
with the Daily Observer, Am- 
bassedor Hererra, who is ac- 
credited to both Liberia and 
Sierra Leone, said his govern- 
ment informed Liberia a year 
ago of its intention to explore 
economic and commercial 
cooperation with Monrovia. 

He said the visit by the delega- 
tion will be a fulfillment of that 
commitment. 

Last March, Head of State 
Doe attended the Seventh Sum- 
mit Meeting of the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM) in New 
Delhi, India, and held talks with 
the outgoing chairman of the 
NAM, Cuban President Fidel 
Castro, among other NAM 
leaders. 

The Seventh Non-Aligned 
summit among other things, 
called for increased South-South 
cooperation in various areas. 

The Cuban envoy, who has 
served his country’s foreign 
ministry for 24 years, said Cuba 
would like to develop greater 
cooperation with other third 
world countries. 
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He said Cuba intends to develop a 
two-way trade line with Liberia and 
was currently studying the possibili- 
ty of purchasing wood and coffee 
from Liberia. 

Am(assador Hererra, who is 
deputy head of the diplomatic corps 
in Sierra Leone, noted that Cuba. 
and Liberia. have related: cultural 
traditions. 

The Ambassador whose visit' td 
Monrovia coincided with celebra- 
tions in Cuba marking the 25th an- 
niversary of the Cuban Revolution, 
described his country as a major 
medical power, adding that last year 
Cuba graduated 10,000 medical doc- 
tors and has been hailed by the 
United States and World Health 
Organization (WHO) for the 


achievement in the medical field. 
Cuba and Liberia established 


diplomatic relations in 1972 accor- 
ding to Ambassador Hererra, who 
said he presented his letters of 
credence later in 1979. 

He, however, noted that since 1972 
there have not been many business 


exchanges between Cuba and 
Liberia, adding that since 1980, when 
a Cuban Embassy was opened in 
Monrovia, efforts had been under- 
way to improve commercial ex- 
changes. 
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MAURITIUS 


PAUL BERENGER GIVES VIEWS ON OPPOSITION'S POLICY 


Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 8 Jan 84 p 7 


(Interview with MMM Opposition Leader Paul Berenger by L'EXPRESS; date 
and place not given] 


[Text] All Mauritians desire a Mauritius where 
life is good. Nearly 5 months after the last 
general elections, is there still a political 
truce? 


Does political truce mean civilized relations 
between the opposition and the government? 


What does constructive national opposition mean? 


Mauritius must come first: is this a slogan or a 
policy? 


The number of those unemployed increases each day. 
Can the present government create jobs in 1984? 


[Question] After the 21 August 1983 elections, the wounds were no doubt 
too recent for anyone to talk of a political truce, but now in early 1984, 
is it too much to say that the Mauritians truly desire a political truce? 





[Answer] It is difficult to say exactly what the Mauritians want some 

4 months after the elections. Certainly, the Mauritians as a whole 

want a better Mauritius where life is good. If there were a political 
truce, whatever its definition, which would bring about this state of 
affairs, there is no doubt that this would please them. Yet it must be 
noted that since the general elections, neither the government nor the / 
prime minister in particular has done anything to heal the wounds of 

the elections. The opposite has happened. Since the elections, the 

prime minister, by his actions, his attacks against the MMM, his very 
serious charges against the MMM, has in fact unceasingly and increasingly 
attacked the opposition. The government protects its turf and in so doing, 
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has dealt a very condemnable blow to national unity. Democracy is in 
a sorry state in Mauritius. A climate of fear has been created and 
maintained with repeated threats especially against the unions and the 
press. At the same time, the MBC [Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation] 
and the NIU [expansion unknown] have returned to their pre-1982 bad 
habits and parliamentary democracy has been ridiculed. 


The prime minister has gone so far in his accusations against the MMM 

as to attack it from the rostrum of the United Nations last September. 
Quite simply, this is revolting. The prime minister is far from acting 
as a prime minister worthy of the name and has done everything to 
aggravate the wounds we mentioned. In his New Year's message to the 
nation, he both spoke of a political truce and attacked the MMM again. 
In my opinion, this is grotesque hypocrisy. Since the elections, it has 
not been the MMM which has dealt a blow to national unity--on the contrary. 
We have set the tone and we have behaved in a manner which we feel is 
in the country's interests. We tried deliberately to give the country 
time to breathe after the elections. We have not engaged in systematic 
opposition, we have not precipated matters, we have not practiced a 
policy of extreme pessimism or showed impatience. Yet the more the MMM 
acted in this way, the more we had to confront a prime minister and a 
government full of hatred and bitterness which went in the opposite 
direction from what can be called a true political truce. 


[Question] In your opinion, what are the prerequisites for establishing 
a political truce in Mauritius until the next elections? 


[Answer] We must first know what is meant by "political truce." It is 
a deceptive expression which can mean anything to anyone. If by 
political truce, we mean a government elected by 51 percent of the 
voters with a prime minister acting like the prime minister of the 
entire country, respecting the opposition; if at the same time we 

mean civilized relations between the government and an opposition which 
does not engage in systematic demagogy, then the government and the 
prime minister in particular must change their attitudes for that to 
happen. If, on the contrary, we mean a government of national unity or 
some kind of political rapprochement, this is truly not necessary now 
and we do not consider it to be in the interests of Mauritius. It is 
desirable that there be a responsible government and a constructive 
opposition which does not abandon the truth for a ministerial position. 
We too have wanted a political truce in the sense of civilized, correct 
relations between the government and the opposition. 


[Question] What do you think of the prime minister's appeal, in his 
message to the nation, for a political truce which does not consider 
the conditions essential for calming the Mauritian socio-political climate? 


[Answer] I believe I answered that. The answer is no, certainly not. 
This appeal which I termed hypocritical is in contradiction to all the 


37 








attacks and the prime minister's behavior since the elections and even 
in contradiction to other parts of his speech. 


[Question] You spoke of constructive national opposition, how can 
it be implemented specifically? 


[Answer] Above all, it is an absence of demagogy both throughout the 
country and in the legislative assembly. Constructive opposition does 
not hinder government operations at any cost. We feel we have played 

our role of constructive opposition in this way. There is no question 

of a truce, to repeat myself, when it comes to the truth which must 

be voiced and the truth about what the government is or is not doing for 
the country. We must continue to speak the truth and practice the policy 
of truth to which we adhered and practiced during the 9 months we were 

in power. 


[Question] Several times in his message to the nation the prime minister 
spoke of the primacy which must be given to Mauritius. How does the MMM 
view this slogan: ‘Mauritius above all?' 


[Answer] When the prime minister said that, he discovered something which 
has always existed for the MMM. The government which he heads has 

thus far felt: ‘My turf above all.' For that reason, I spoke of 
hypocrisy on several occasions. For the MMM, Mauritius must come first. 
It is not a slogan, it is the truth, a policy which we firmly intend to 
respect. 


[Question] Do you think that the MMM's foreign policy fully and totally 
respects the principle ‘Mauritius above all?' 


[Answer] Yes, I do. We mean a noble, truly independent Mauritius 
respected by all foreign countries. Mauritius under the MMM/PSM 
[Mauritian Socialist Party] government was indeed. Mauritius has gone 
backwards since then, in particular with the change that the present 
government tried to bring about concerning Diego Garcia, the Indian 
Ocean bases and South Africa. In the case of Diego Garcia in particular, 
the present government has devalued all the credibility of Mauritius, 
trying desperately to have Mauritian labor, fruits and vegetables sent 

to that base, the Massira base and the Sultanate of Oman. Moreover, 
there were no concrete results. Our international credibility was 
devalued for nothing. As for South Africa, sending or allowing ministers 
to go to South Africa under the present specific international conditions 
has only damaged the country's international image and credibility. Yes, 
when we were in government, our foreign policy was in Mauritius' interests. 


[Question] What are the main points of the MMM's strategy in 1984? 


[Answer] In 1984, we will continue to act in constructive opposition in 
the legislative assembly and throughout the country. We are not going to 
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show any impatience, act in a spirit of revenge or practice a policy 

of pessimism. We will not endeavor constantly to make the government 
fail in what it attempts, for well or ill. Having said this, the MMM 
will resume the political offensive in 1984. In the coming weeks, we 
will renew a series of activities which will translate this generalized 
offensive into action. The year 1984 will probably be a turning point 
for the MMM. We feel that the MSM [Mauritius Socialist Movement]/ PTr 
[Labor Party] / PMSD [Mauritian Social Democratic Party] got off to a very 
bad start in several areas. We will go on the offensive to explain it 
more and more. 


Things will probably get much worse for the government in the economic 
sector starting in February, March and April. We will conduct the 
campaign against the government in that area especially. When I say 
campaign, I specify that the MMM does not intend to topple the MSM/PTr/ 
PMSD before the end of its term. This will not be our strategy but 

we will be a very active, dynamic opposition in 1984. 


[Question] As former minister of finances, do you think that your 
successor has been faithful to the policy of economic recovery instituted 
in Mauritius under the aegis of the IMF and the World Bank after the 

23 October 1979 devaluation? 


[Answer] You are going too far when you go back to the 1979 devaluation. 
The current government and its minister of finances have chosen a 
strategy of economic development which is basically the same as the one 

we adopted in 1982. Fundamentally, the current strategy is continuity. 
The present government does not have a very large area of maneuver, just 
as we had no choice in 1982. Nevertheless, the current government 
benefits, has benefited and will continue to benefit from the excellent 
start we made toward the country's economic recovery. Of course, the 
politics of politicians prevents our adversaries from admitting it. The 
present government is continuing the same development strategy as the 

MMM. What is striking, however, is the contrast in the country between 
the climate after the 1982 elections and after the 1983 elections. After 
June 1982, everyone returned to work and the government practiced a policy 
of truth. What a contrast with what we have seen since the August 
elections. I would not hesitate to characterize the present government 

as a government of playboys and cronies. This contrast has an impact 

on national productivity and on everyone's effort to revive the economy. 
We feel that the government has somehow damaged the mainspring of recovery. 


Then too, the current government is irresponsible. When someone speaks 
of 600 foreign ships which, according to Sir Gaetan Duval, had already 
requested registry in Mauritius and when, that same day, we hear senior 
ministers in the assembly expressing serious reserves about the matter 
of flags of convenience, we know that the matter has not even been 
studied and that is irresponsible. One day thet same Duval announced 
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at the airport that a gift of $20 million had been 99 percent finalized 
with some Arab consortiums; since then nothing more has been said about 
it; all this is really irresponsible. This takes us back to the famous 
Saint-Malo affair. 


The government has displayed its incompetence again and I will only 

cite one example, the sugar industry matter. It would be difficult to 
mishandle a matter more. In any event, starting in February, March 

and April, the time of bluff and promises will be over and the hour of 
economic reckoning will be here. The figures will speak for themselves, 
especially about the creation of jobs, evolution of prices, relations 
with the IMF and the World Bank, budgetary performances and the sugar 
industry. We feel, unfortunately for the country, that the government 
will lose the round with the sugar industry. 


[Question] How do you view the Mauritian economy in 1984? 


[Answer] The year 1984 will be very difficult for the current government 
in terms of jobs. They have bluffed so much that the time of reckoning 
is very near at hand. The world economy has an impact on ours and it 

is not easy to predict, despite the recovery mainly in the United States, 
how the world economy will be in 1984. No one is optimistic across the 
board. Everyone expresses reservations about the performance of the 
world economy in 1984. 


We in Mauritius are very worried about jobs especially but also about the 
evolution of prices, beginning in February. This year, and I note that 
the minister of agriculture admits it, will be the year of the sugar 
industry. I fear that the present government lacks the competence 

and political will necessary to solve the problem in the country's interests. 
The year 1984 will also be the year of negotiations in various sectors. 
I do not have the impression that the government has even thought about 
the matter or is preparing a strategy. I will not say that 1984 will be 
the year of economic catastrophe but it will be very difficult 
economically for the government which has promised so much, bluffed so 
much and lied so much. 


9479 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


PRESIDENT REAGAN'S CANDIDACY ANNOUNCEMENT WELCOMED 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 31 Jan 84 p 6 


(Editorial: "Second Term"] 


tele 2s Ro page so Magy yo 

Not that his administration’s policies are al- 
ways favourable towards South Africa. 

As we have been told often enough, America’s 
interests and ours don’t always coincide and 
besides that, no government in America can 
accept our race policies. 

But there is certainly a difference between the 
deep-freeze policies of President Carter, who 
shouted at us and never talked to us, and 
those of President Reagan. 

And between the extreme demands of Vice- 
President Mondale, who tried to browbeat us 
into accepting a one man, one vote, Black 
pte Tae 
President Reagan, who wants us to change, 
_ but at our own pace and in our own way. 

President was well-informed about 
- South Africa before he became President. 

He knows our problems and does not presume 
to tell us how we should resolve them. 

His policy is one of “constructive engage- 

ment”, which has ensured that relations be- 
tween Washington and Pretoria are as ami- 
cable as they possibly can be. 

Not that having a President in office who is not 
anti-South African makes us less disposed to 
pressure from America. | 

How often have we heard that we must “deliv- 
er the goods” in terms of a South West Afri- 
can settlement, or the President will not be 
able to go on with “ane GRgAg> 
ment?” 

What those “goods” are is clear. 

The United States wants a settlement in South 
West Africa. 
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j rule system, and the urgings of 


Cuba is a very sore point not only with the US 
administration, but the American people. 
They haven't forgotten the Bay of Pigs debacle 
or Cuba’s nuclear threat in the days of Presi- 
dent Kennedy that almost had the two super- 
powers, the United States and Russia, at 


Yes, the United States wants Cubans out of 
, for its own reasons even more, poss- 

ibly, than for the sake of peace in Angola. 
gy By se bay mgd Nee sea 


Monetary Fund 
fcais os Sas ddl en es 


ee ae ne 


a 
Bill to ban the sale of Krugerrands in the 
United States, one which would restrict new 
investment in South Africa, and another 
which would make the Sullivan labour prin- 
ciples mandatory on US companies. 

There is also pressure at municipal and State 
levels for disinvestment. 





up; and though it will continue to press us to 
reform, it will not dictate the ways in which 
we shouldachieveit. — 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


ARTICLES PRESENT TWO VIEWS ON INDIANS’ DILEMMA 
First View 
Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 22 Jan 84 p 20 
[Article by Bhadra Ranchod, head of the Department of Private Law, University 


of Durban, Westville; extracted from a speech at the S& Sociological Congress 
in Bloemfontein "this week") 


IT remains an sto Black lead among Party to many 

[Text] viites that the them Chef ‘have moderates believe that the 
comm vided ssued strong warnings constitution prevides a 

py the pre. Bary - framework for re 


whether accept against peaceful 
political rights being One cannot speak of a form and urge the cotn- 


offered 
constitution. pa 
. ess of the form 
-. -y wo 5 oom Indians are net a —_ Although Indians are not 
aaa ve k teal pe important differences ‘esponsible for the dis- 


based on religious, 
behave 7 Ba My... al, linguistic and class @pply to blacks — the im- 


for black frustra 

vertly to the group the professional anger 
or th the group iikely to classes there ale some who We are seen as villains to 
protect their interests. hold the view that the time accept a benefit which is 

The disparate views is not propitious to partici- . the right of a 
which the new constitution = t it may be citizen, We are accused of 
has evoked in the Indian to wait until aconsti- setting that benefit at the 
comeneny & te wih Bie tution is produced which expense of the excluded 
— AY eS tee group. 
superficial way of analys- will, it is hoped, lead to fur- 2 ‘wat 
ing the local situation. ther dialogue om the crea- jeaders to ignore such 

egy hk tion of a democratic constl- 
aeeers, collaboration tution and would avert There is little cause for 
wi a ee ae blacks. com as long as 
disaster as they fear that The decision of the ee 
Indians will become tar- whites «: the referendum that Indians are a 
gets for black political ag- 6 aes more favoured position 
via, Slt at inten elnretecon ee, angen one 
on to came asa 
Conflict is widely held as to many Indians. sass 
the two live and _ Following upon the deci- 
work in at gy & sion of the coloureds and 
each other in the the Progressive Federal 
areas. 
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The decision to partict- 
pate is therefore a complex 
one which may have long 
term im tions for Indo- 
black relations. 

Participation by the 
Indian community is, how- 
ever, now a foregone con- 
clusion as it appears that a 
referendum to test the level 
of sup for the constitu- 
tion not be held. 

It is therefore vital that 
careful thought be given to 
a preset of action. 

first five years will 
be crucial in gqvaluating 
whether the new constitu- 
tion can work or not. It is 
important to the Indian 
eS make it work 
and that tangible benefits 
are produced. If it fails, In- 
oa ae well be out on a 
lim 


Even the most optimistic 
observer would concede 
that it will not be possible 
to attain a truly democratic 
South Africa within five 

ears after the constitution 
oe come into operation. 


What is possible is to en- 
sure that pro is at- 
tained in dismantling 
a eid and the creation 
of a more just order. 

Indians should use this 

riod to focus attention on 


seriously 
and worth of yet 
@ The Group Areas Act. 
This measure aims at 
achieving total segregation 
in residential and business 
areas. Conceived as a 
major social experiment 
more than 30 years ago, it 
continues to cause d 
hurt, uncertainty and bit- 
ow those affected by 
Another instance where 
this law has generated bit- 
ties dt pret 
to prosecution 
persons who live in white 
areas because they are un- 
able to find accommoda- 
tion in Indian and coloured 
areas. 
Otherwise law abiding 
citizens find that they have 


fewer rights than foreign- 
ers. 

There are many more as- 
pects of the lives of persons 
affected by this law, such as 





access to hotels, restaur- 
ants, recreation areas and 
entertainment. Even those 
who wish to practise their 
rofessions — such as doc- 
rs and lawyers — are not 
immune. 

The answer does not lie 
in creating more group 
areas for Indians and 
coloureds. This law is an 
anachronism in a society 
based on justice and equal- 


ity between whites, 
coloureds and Indians. 


Furthermore, it is not 
compatible with the free 
enterprise system for it re- 
sults in great disadvan- 
tages to businessmen who 
wish to compete with 
whites. 

@ The Reservation of 
ee Amenities Act 

also have no place in 
the new South Africa which 
we would like to see. 

@ Job reservation contin- 
ues to limit the upward mo- 
bility of Indians and 
coloureds in spite of recent 
reforms in the labour field. 
Discriminatory practices 
still persist in commerce, 
ind and the civil ser- 
vice. 

The favoured position in 
which white immigrants 
are placed — frequently at 
the = of a South Afri- 
can who is then denied pro- 
motion or training opportu- 
nities — is w and 
generates conflict. 


Attention will have to be 
given to restructuring the 
civil service so that oppor- 
tunities are available at all 
tan to Indians and 
co 

@ Anachronistic laws 
which cage Indians 
from living, working, trad- 
ing or ownin ow in 
the Orange State and 
parts of northern Natal are 
a blot on our Statute Book 
and ought to be repealed. 

@ Laws which affect 


freedom of association and 
the right to found a family 
are particularly racist in 
character. The orality 
Act and the Mixed Mar- 
riages Act create a sense of 
inferiority among persons 
of colour ,and are of dubi- 
ous moral value. 

@ There are a large num- 
ber of laws and administra- 
tive practices which im- 


pinge detrimentally upon 
our social and economic 


rape. 

ew measures will be re- 
quired to promote equal op- 
portunity in education, im- 
provements in health and 
social welfare facilities, the 
upgrading of residential 
areas and the environment 
in which our children are to 
be reared. Housing, in par- 
ticular, will require more 
substantial funding. 

The degree of success 
achieved in the initial years 
depends largely upon the 

gness of whites to 
adopt a benign approach to 
the legitimate demands 
ou above. 

When the constitution 
comes into operation, those 
in the Government will 
have to confront the prob- 
lems that face us and work 
jointly in evolving new atti- 
tudes and values to im- 

rove and establish sound 
nter-group relations which 
are so vital for comatitu- 
tional reform to succeed. 


There are institutional 
constraints and barriers to 
be overcome in the difficult 

ears that lie ahead, but un- 
ess there is mutual trust 
and a willin to dis- 
mantle a d, the re- 
aes oa en eo 
groups at- 
tained. 


There is much admira- 
tion for the Prime Minis- 
ter’s courage in confrontin 
the right wing in the - 


kaner on the consti- 
alieal tebe. 


May I, however, make it 
plain that the decision to 
~~ ll the constitution is 
substantially more difficult 
for Indians. 

Unlike the whites who 
will retain power if this ef- 
fort fails, Indians will 
be isolated and placed in 
the vulnerable position that 
has confron minorities 
throughout history. 

It is with idation but 
also hope and faith that 
some Indian leaders have 


agreed to participate in a 
constitution which is far 


a objective of 
veo 
participation will not be to 
destroy the constitution, 
but to make it work and to 


act as catalysts in creating 
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policies which will over- 
come tion. 
Indians are willing to 
share co-responsibility for 
romoting democratic 
freedom and justice to all 
groups in South Africa. 
The objective will be to 
initiate and promote poli- 
cies which will satisfy all 


ps in our society so 
t we may all live in 
some reasonable degree of 


harmony. 





Second View 


Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 22 Jan 84 p 20 


[Article by Dinkie Pillay, chairman, South-East Lenasia Consultative Committee] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BOGUS PAMPHLETS DEPICT UDF AS 'COMMUNIST-INSPIRED' 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 1 Feb 84 pp 2, 6 


condemned as “an or- 
chestrated campaign” 
against the organisation. 

In a statement to The 


‘to isolate the organisa- 
tion from its mass base 
Support and to prepare 
“the white electorate for 


the imminent clamp- 
down.” 


bution in Johannesburg 
last week by a black man 


of anti-UDF pamphlets. ... 


They purported to be 
from the “Ad hoc com- 


mittee for national libe-- 


ration”. 

The man who distri- 
buted the pamphlets was 
apprehended by UDF 
leaders and police were 
called to investigate the 
source of the campaign. 

In a strongly-worded 


tatement UDF said that’ 


it is not and will not be 
intimidated by those 
“dastardly acts of panic- 
stricken defenders and 
supporters of apart- 
heid.” 

“It has become clear 
to these defenders that 
the UDF is a giant that 


‘can only be discredited 


by sophisticated meth- 
ods and a clearly orches- 
trated campaign. 
“We sound a call to all 
South Africans to stand 
up now before the last 
vestiges of opposition to 
the new constitution are 
destroyed altogether,” 
the statement said. _ 


UDF on the Trail of Bogus Pamphlets 


South African Com- 
munist Party. The pam- 
phiets used marxist ter- 
minology and stated 
workers would take over 
South Africa. . 


“We call for total sup- 
port for the new initia- 
tive launched by our ad 
hoc committee. The 
struggle for a non-racial 
society will now be 











labour bureau, and 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


SLABBERT HITS AT ‘OUTDATED POLICIES' 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 31 Jan 84 p 4 


[Text] THE leader of the op- and the export of prod- more by the poor, the 


moded ible to pursue this ifart immediate bite of 
shackles” that restricted _ ficial and politically mo- while the affluent and 
the of the tivated constraints on privileged seem to es- 


Given the demands of permstence with instre- eg noo gn 
the future, South Africa ens 0! Tae neat, political racism — aad 
at the long-term econ- Country such as ours, 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


CHURCHES OBLIGATED TO WORK FOR TOTAL LIBERATION, SAYS ANC 


Lusaka MAYIBUYE in English No 10, 1983 ppl, 8 


[Text] Whichever way it maybe looked st, the church has been in Indeed, as clearly stated 


the centre of the South African political scene, beginning >y Reverend Dr. Allan 
with the inception of colonialism to the present day South Boesak, Christian rejection 
of the constitutional 


Africa. The undeniable history and reality that characterises 
the role of the church particularly in the colonial era can be 
best summed up in the saying: “In the beginning the black 
man had the land and the white man a bible; today the black 


proposals marks the start 
of increasing resistance to 
apartheid. Dr Boesak told 


man has the bible and the white man has the land.” 


Whilst the above state- 
ment correctly. under 
scores the fact that church 
and colonialism cannot be 
separated, it does conceal 
other factors which chara- 
cterise the role of the 
church within the popular 
mass upsurge of the people 
against any form of 
oppression. For instance, 
the changing role of the 
church was evident in the 
struggle against fascism, 
when many churchmen 
participated in the broad 
front against Hitler’s fascism 
and were themselves victims 
of fascist atrocities. 

Our country was 
subjected at different times 


to different colonial powers: 


and influences, thus 
becoming the target of 
missionaries from Nether- 
lands, England, Germany, 
Switzerland, USA, etc. 
These missionaries, it can- 
not be denied, were the 
mainstay of colonialism 
and oppression. They were 
given support by the 
colonisers and subsequent 
regimes to establish their 
presence and build segre- 
gated churches. 


ommitted position 


Events in our country, 
youn of stragete apainat tha 
years of s e against the 
vicious system which relega- 
tes the majority of believers, 
the Africans, into a posi- 
tion of virtual slavery, 
compelled the church to 
take up a more committed 
position, not without 


struggle and conflicts within 
the church. Many of those 
in power in the church, for 
a very long time, paid only 
lip service to the rightness 
of .the call for liberation. 
Today, still, many of the 
progressive and far-reaching 


statements of the church 
have not been implemented. 
Despite this background, 
forced by conditions, the 
church has been gradually 
identifying iteelf with the 
liberation of the oppressed. 
The culmination of the 
church’s participation has 
been the declaration by 
many South African chur- 
ches that. apartheid is a 
heresy, following the 
declaration by the World 
Alliance of Reformed 
Churches in Canada. 
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the Cape Town Press Club 
that “People who want to 
know what change is all 
about will be wise to take 
full cognisance of the 
reality and participation of 
the churches in South 
Africa.” He said that 
declarations by major 
South African churches 
that apartheid was a heresy 
made it inevitable that they 
should oppose a constitu- 
tion which sought to 
entrench that here-y. 
“Resisting apartheid is for 
us now an evangelical nece- 
ssity. Accepting the risks 
and consequences of that 
resistance has become part 
of the life, faith and obedi 
ence of the church . . . The 
churches will play an even 
greater role in resistance to 
apartheid.” 

This resistance of the 
church manifests itself in 
many ways. Take for 
instance the  churchs 
support for conscientious 
objectors. These men who 
refuse to serve in the racist 
outcher army are increasing- 
ly refusing not only because 
they are just against 
violence but also because 
they do not want to take 
part in a war against the 


oppressed majority who 
have a right to their 
freedom. In the words of 
Billy Paddock, who has 
just been released from 
jail for refusing to serve in 
the army, “I am prepared 
to ge to jail again rather 
than serve in the SADF. I 
believe that the ANC and 
SWAPO are fighting a just 
war because they represent 
the majority of the people 
whom the South African 
government is suppressing.’” 
It is the duty of the church 
to stop its members from 


joining the SADF which - 


leaves a trai: of innocent 
blood wherever it passes. 

The church still has 
much more to do to trul 
identify with the oppressed. 
The key word is united 
action with all democratic 
South Africans, Christians 
and non-Christians alike’ in 
the liberation of our 
country. 

The present position of 
the church has not been 
achieved overnight, it has 
been a process of decision 
taking. One can cite the 
meeting of 200 leaders of 
the Roman Catholic Church 
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which mei in Hammaiskraal 

in 1980 and took a 

commitment to work for 

the ‘“‘total liberation of 

Southern . Africa.’ The 

meeting was itself the culmi- 

nation of a three year 

Process which began with 

the Southern African Catho- 

lic Bishops Conference of 

1977 which among other 

things declared. 

* The church has to ident- 
ify with the poor ,the 
oppressed and suffering 
of South Africa. 

* The church should give 
public support to 
conscientious objectors 
who refuse to take part 
-in military forms of 
national service. 

This attitude paves the way 

for a wider involvement of 

the church. 

There is still, however, a 
tendency for some churches 
to work only within the 
established framework of 
the church. To be more 
involved, the church needs 
to break out of its own 


framework and look at the - 


people's political and trade 
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union organisations, at their 
historic programme and 
documents for a new South 
Africa, and at present 
actions to liberate them- 
selves. 

The Freedom Charter 
states categorically that 
there shall be freedom of 
worship, which does not 
exist in South Africa. 
Instead priests are being 
harassed and _ intimidated 
for standing up for justice. 
Among many examples, we 
can cite the death of a‘ lay 
preacher, ‘i'shiftiwa Moufhe 
of Venda, the harassment of 
Bishop. Tutu and the recent 
arrest by the Ciskei puppet 
authorities of the South 
African Catholic Bishops 
Conference Secretary. 
General, Bishop Simangaliso 
Mkhatshwa: Only in a 
democratic South Africa 
will we be free to worship. 

APARTHEID IS A 
HERESY!! 

FORWARD TO A NON- 
RACIAL DEMOCRATIC 
SOUTH AFRICA!!! 








SENIOR ANC MEMBER ON FORMATION OF UDF 


Lusaka MAYIBUYE in English No 10, 1983 pp 4-5 


[Interview with Comrade Mac Maharaj, Senior Member of the ANC, date and place 


not given] 


[Text ] 


QUESTION: Over the past 
few months, there has been 
a. number of significant 
avents taking place inside 
the country, particularly 


‘the formation of the United 


Derhocratic Front. Does the 
formation of the UDF give 
2 new complexion to the 
political, scene in Soyth 
Africa? . 


ANSWER:The question you. 


asked is a profound one, 
there are very simple 
answers, very straight for- 
ward. But in order to under- 
stand what is happening in 
our country we have to take 
in the . background Since 
the early 70’s in particular 
since 1972, there has been 
a contin uing mass upsurge 
in every corner of our 
country. It began with the 
workers strike of 1973. 
There are various high water 
marks in that period, but I 
think there are essential 
points that we should note 
in’ recognising the 
significance of the forma- 
tion of-the UDF which are 
the following>— > 
First thing our people 
throughout the country, in 
little pockets of resistance 
and in forms where they 
have united with other 
sections, have been rising 





to resist the regime at every 
level.. .. Secondly, this 
resistance and upsurge en- 
compasies first and fore- 
most. the militancy of the 
workers and virtually every 
strata of -the ‘oppressed 
black population. Thirdly, 


‘given that the regime tries 


to divide our people in 
order to perpetuate its 
apartheid rule and one of the. 
basic methods of division is 
the differential treatment of 
the different black com- 
munities, our. people have 
transcended that division 
and have . been acting 
together. When we talk of 
Unity in Action, I am 
referring to the unity of 


what I call the African 
people, the Indian 
community and the 


so-called coloured comm- 
unity, as well as, one might 
add, a section, a very small 
section, but a significant 
section of the White comm- 
unity. So the unity that 

has been taking place, the 
unity that has been forged 


in struggle has been a 
process of different 
communities acting 


together, of different classes 
acting together; of parents 
and students, of workers 
as well as sections of the 
middle class: 
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EXPANDING AREA 
OF STRUGGLE 


This process of mass up- 
surge has remained til 
today somewhat unstructu 
red, and the pockets of 
resistance have been isolated 
from each other. People 
have taken up local issues, 
fought those heroically, 
sometimes defeated but 
always coming out of it 
with experience of the need 
to unite. Nonetheless those 
localised pockets of resist 
ance have often remained. 
localised. So the question 
of the significance of the 
formation of the UDF 
comes at a time when the 
historical development in 
our .country has created 





conditions where the pro 


blem was ripe for solu- 
tion. The problem, to put it 
simply, was one of creating 
a vehicle where these 
pockets of resistance have 
to be brought together. 
Where the localised experi-. 
ence can be generalised in 
terms of the national oppre- 
ssion and exploitation that. 
we endure, and where they 
would’ unite to form a 
strength based on every 
pocket of resistance. 
Furthermore, this process 





was ripe for gathering this 


energy and expanding it in. 


areas where the people, 
despite their: opposition and 
exploitation, remain 
relatively quiet so as to 
expand the area of struggle. 
The third question that 
history , has thade our 
struggle ripe for, was that 
this process of struggle and 
uniting in action required 
some sort of structure. But 
a structure that would be 


capable of withstanding the. 


repression unleashed by the 


enemy. 
- These are some of the 


condtions that led to the: 


formation: of’ the UDF. I 


believe, therefore, that this 
is a historic development 
in our people’s march to 
freedom. It is a develop 
ment which deepens the 
unity cf our people, which 
gives us the opportunity 
to gather the resources to, 
not only resist the repressive 
and oppressive laws promul- 
gated by the apartheid 
regime, but to gather their 
energies in order to carry 
out an all-round offensive. 
I believe that the UDF has 
now reached the point 
where it is creating a struc 
ture, but structured accord- 
ing to the conditions of our 
country. Its significance can 
never be wunder-esiimated, 
today already since its 
launching, I think of the 
rally in Cape Town, it has 
been claimed that more 
than 400 organisations were 
present. I think one can 
legitimately say that the 
UDF already commands the 
loyalty of the support of a 
million to a, million and 
a half people of our 
country. 

QUESTION: Talking about 
the UDF, } am reminded 
that at one point in the 
development of our struggle 
the Congress Alliance was 
formed. Do you see any 
similarities? You have said 


that the formation of the 
UDF was historic, but there 
was the Congress Alliance, 
how do you react to that? 


ANSWER: I think . that, 
again, is a very interesting 
question because it has been 
raised in various quarters 


inside our country as well as 
outside. The short answer 
to that, is that one must 
not mistake particular 
formations at particular 
moments in our history. 
The Congress Alliance, was 
born at a time when the 
liberation movement was 
practically legal except for 


‘the Communist party. It 


was born out of a particular 
set of experiences where 
each of the communities 
had existing viable national 
organisations. It brought 
together the different com- 
munities through their 
respective organs. That 
condition does not obtain 
anymore. The ANC is 
banned, it exists, but it 
cannot exist in any form as 
an open participant. 





COMMUNITY ORGANS. 


Secohdly, that alliance 
was specific to that time. 
What we are seeing today 
is different. The UDF’s 
strength does not lie in the 
alliance of 4 or 5 organisa- 
tions, Its strength lies in the 
fact that there has been a 
proliferation of community 
based organs in our country. 
It is those. local organs 
that are the mainstay and 
strength of the UDF. They 
have come to it, and they 
will continue to come to it 
in increasing numbers be- 
cause they see their specific 
problems as being related to 
the major issues that the 
UDF is taking up. It is not 
an alliance of those organi- 
sations. Each of these 
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organs, of those community 
based organs maintain their 
structure, have a specific 
duty to continue to mobi- 
lise the people in the area, 
but now have an added 
dimengion and opportunity 
of relating this to a wider 
struggle. It is infact a 
united front, as its name 
says, it is not an aliiance. 
It will be a mistake to 
equate it to the Congress 
Alliance. 

Secondly, it will be a 
mistake, in its form of 
development to think that 
it should be an alliance. In 
the Aljiance, we had a 
common and deep under- 
standing of the strategy we 
wanted to follow. In the 
UDF it is not necessary 
that the participants should 
agree on all the major 
issues. What is necessary is 
that they should agree on a 
single point on which they 
should agree to act together. 
The differences that exist, 
the different perceptions 
arising out of different 
experiences are allowable, 
are healthy in that front, 
provided they have agreed 
to act together on a speci- 
fic issue, and that the unity 
in action will grow wider 
on that basis. 

Somebody has put the 
question very sharply and it 
is from experiences of 
United Fronts in other. parts 
of the world, namely that in 
a _-; United Front! what is 
important is not the 99% of 
the questions on which they 
are disagreed. What is 
important is the 1% on 
which they are agreed to act 
together and stand together. 
The Congress Alliance, or 
any other alliance, has a 
different shape. One has to 
be agreed on a basic stra- 
tegy, one has to agree on 
a basic policy for change. 











QUESTION: Now, Comrade 
Mac, you have said that 
there must be a basis. of 
agreement. That is, they 
have to agree on the 1% 
even if they differ 99%. 
What would you say the 
point of agreement is? Since 
the UDF has made it clear 
that they are nota Charter 
Organisation which in my 
view would have been the 
basis on which the UDF 
could forge ahead. 





POLITICS OF REFUSAL 


ANSWER: There are two 
aspects to this question | 
think Firstly, it is true the 
UDF has not. adopted the 
Freedom Charter as its basic 
policy programme. The 
UDF is not a creation of 
the African National 
Congress; what has happe- 
ned ‘is that in response, 
at thé Transvaal Anti-South 
African Indian Council 
Conference held on the 
23rd of Jantiary, the Revd. 
Alan Boesak caught the 
right moment in the history 
of our people, interpreted 
cerrectly the conditions 
that have matured and made: 
a stirring call for unity 
of our people in a United 
Democratic Front. In his 
call, and he is well known 
as a propagator of the poli- 
tics of refusal, he drew the 
line between the regime and 
the people and the necessity 
for our people to refuse to 
be enmeshed in the mecha- 
nism of the regime aimed 
at drawing our people to 
help the regime to perpe 
tuate the oppression of our 
people. He set out pretty 
broad guidelines for this 
front. He did not state that 
we should be agreed on the 
programme for the future. 
So that became the first 
divide. The confusion arises 
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in part because a large 
number of grassroot organi- 
sations, the community 
based structures as well as 
other bodies, have taken 
positions, have come out in 
support of the Freedom 
Charter. They have analysed 
their particular problems in 
a wider context and come 
to the recognition that the 
Freedom Charter is the only 
viable programme for the 
future of our country, for 
the immediate future. Now 
the organs, the bodies that 
join the UDF maintain their 
independence. It is correct 
that those who have seen 
their way through, who 
have matured in_ their 
understanding, who have 
been steeled in battle, and 
recognise that the Freedom 
Charter provides the basic 
framework, should go on to 
propagate that. The import 
ant difference is that thev 
do so in their independent 
status. They will talk about 
it, naturally, as many 
thousands of our people 
are talking about the 
Fredom Charter, but they 
will not impose it of the 
UDF as a condition for 
membership because to do 
so if to narrow the issue. 
The breadth of the strength 
of the UDF lies in the 
support that it can muster 
on the minimum issue on 
which they are agreed. 

The minimum issues 
then, have been the refusal 
to become enmeshed into 
the regime’s designs. To ga- 
ther their resources to be 
able in the first instance to 
resist the constitutional pro- 
posals which incidentally 
will be the final nail -in 
perpetuation at the legal 
level the structure of domi- 
nation of the black comm- 


nity. 
UNITE IN ACTION!! 
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ANC ENCOURAGES PEOPLE TO DENOUNCE ‘TRAITORS' 


Lusaka MAYIBUYE in English No 7, 1983 p 3 


[Text] 4) APPEAL FROM A 
READER FROM THE 
GAZANKULU AREA 

' OF OUR COUNTRY 


To our \eadac, 


Wt cused shuggle uc Certain 
We aee Wikwesciug eo4( werydary. Un 
Gae vibh tho ang thos An Wevnied: 


da vatrete is : 
Yc. a ca. io Coping, Clic 


Let us tagetrer Nenad those chaing 
Anh cote Hom & He Sea. 


This is the quedo : What vast Wet 
ds abot: cus lpccthae and Gar 
thot are selling us pul GD the boery 
ok vot and in the ‘ous, 


Bocauge we news dren, we lund 
Shnce oh te be dos at {hs 


peek; yo Gre 
Meet teale SK ons ot 
a and ted 
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4 Onn odie fw advict om Ahis 


Quai . 


p he , iam the Gounhy 
— 


BELOW WE PUBLISH 
OUR MOVEMENT'S 


REPLY TO THE 
READER'S LETTER 


To Comrade Mildred, 

The ANC extends its warm 
revolutionary greetings in this 
Year of United Action. 

As our masthead indicates, 
MAYIBUYE is a Joumal of 
the A frican National 
Congress. This means that it 
is a joumal which should 
serve the interests of the 
people of South Africa 
because the ANC, which leads 


the struggle in South Africa, 
is a creation of the people. 


Thus, MAYIBUYE 
‘believes that the questions 
that you raise in your letter 
must be answered because 
they are questions that const- 
antly affect our people and 
delay progress towards our 
freedom. 

It is true that there are 
some people within the ranks 
of the oppressed who have 
decided to sell us out to the 
Boers. Some are paid money 
and given houses and cars; 
some are given positions in 
the racist-government-creat- 
ed bodies; others feel they 
have something to gain in 
furthering our oppression and 
exploitation; while others are 
former freedom fighters who 
have been intimidated by the 
enemy into collaboration; 
etc. 
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SELL OUTS 


Whatever the reasons, we 
cannot accept sell-outs. The 
task of liberating our country 
is immense and, as you 
stated in your letter, the 
greatest measure of unity 
‘between the workers and the 
armed fighters will be nece- 
ssary if we are to cast these 
chains of oppression aside. 

We must thus fight this 
tendency wherever it raises 
its ugy head and = must do 
this with such resolve and 
finality that others who are 
engaged in this dirty work 
but are not as yet known 
to us, will leave this vile work 
on their own. 

As is stated in your letter, 
these enemy agents are 
known to the people. It 
would advance our struggle 
greatly if these traitor’ 


names were to be made 
known to the people. They 
must be publicly donounced 
for ther dirty work This 
would help the national 
liberation movement to know 
its enemies’ within’ the 
community and would also 
facilitate the activities of our 
people’s army Umkhonto We 
Sizwe, and the ANC under- 
ground in general. 


DIRTY ACTIVITIES 


‘This scum is responsible 
for countless dirty activities 
which have resulted in the 
arrest or death of patriots. 
For example, it is through 
their counter-revolutionary 
actions that Mosololi, 
Mogoerane, Motaung, Mini, 
Mkhaba, Khayinga and others 
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were executed by the 
fascists. It is through these 
‘“‘mpimpis’’ that our leaders, 
Mandela, Nyembe, Sixwale, 
Hogan and others continue to 
languish in fascist jails. 

Their photos and counter- 
revolutionary activities must 
be publicised everywhere so 
that the whole society knows 
the people’s enemies. At the 
same time we must guard 
against those agents who 
will be sent by the enemy 
to smear the names of 
genuine patriots with the 
intention of destroying 
their standing in the libera- 
tion struggle and thus 
depriving us of their 
contributions. 


_ MINIMISE HARM 


Wherever we are it is 
our task to alert our 
movement, the ANC‘, our 
fellow workers or 
members of our organisa- 
tions, about the activities 
of certain individuals or 
groups so that the harm 
that they can do to us is 
minimised. 

Our cause is just. The 
people will surely triumph 
over the fascist regime 
and its stooges who grow 
fat at.our expense! 


FORWARD TO PEOPLE'S 
POWER!!! 
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ANC URGES UNIONS TO JOIN UNITED FRONT 


Lusaka MAYIBUYE in English No 9, 1983 p 3 


workers is interwoven with 
the total liberation s of 
the people of South Africa. It 
is both a political and econo. 
mic struggle to obtain good 
working and living conditions 
equal job opportunities and 
proper education for our 
children. Trade union struggle 


[Text] AT this crucial moment of our national liberation struggle, we 
are left in no doubt that all South African. 

‘ patriots should do their utmost best to ensure unity 
in struggle. The South Africen racist regime is trying, as never 
before, to drive a wedge between the struggling peoples. 
Everyday we are bombarded by b arrages from the media. 
Very expensive advertisements are put out in the newspapers 
where Koornhof’s Bills and the President's Council are white- 


washed to give us a false idea of a new dispensation. We must be linked with the wider 
see, though, that the apartheid regime is trying new ways of struggle for political rights. 
dispensing with the oppressed majority of our country. During the launching of 


Presentl 

have come together m 
United Democratic Front 
(UDF), emphasising the 
crying need and effective. 
ness of unity in action. 
We have our different orga- 
nisations: students’, workers’, 
civic, women’s, community, 
sports, cultural, writers’, etc. 
It would be a mistake, for 
instance, for students to 
think that their struggle ends 
with demands for a better 
educaticn. 

Trade unions struggle for 
higher wages, job opportu. 
nities and good working and 
living conditions. This is a 
fight not only against capita- 
list bosses but also against 
the apartheid regime. This 
was seen clearly at the UDF 
meeting where people got 
together and made known 
their intention to fight 
against apartheid, race in- 
equality, estional’ oppression 
and exploitation. The 
working people, we must 
know, are the nation. 


Apartheid must be fought on 
all fronts — politically, econo. 
mically, culturally and in the 
field of sport. There is a 
place for trade unions in a 
broad front like the UDF. 


AN INJURY TO ONE... 








For instance, hearkening 
to the rallying cry, An inju 
to one is an injury to au, 
twelve organisations have 
some together inan ad hoc 
committee to condem 
Sebe’s bantustan regime 
which has unleashed unpre- 
cedented terror on the people 
of the Ciskei and 
subsequently banned 
SAAWU, These organisations 
are UDF, SAAWU, CUSA, 
FOSATU, AFCWU, SACWU, 
GAWU, SALDWU, SASDU, 
OVGWU, CCAWUSA and the 


Detainees Support 
Committee. 
It is clear from the above 


that the struggle of the 
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the UDF, Samson Ndou said, 
“Changing society is the 
responsibility of the workers 
because they have the power, 
but the workers’ struggle goes 
beyond the factory gates. All 
our organisations face 
different tasks and problems, 
but they are opposing a 
system which is , responsible 
for each and every problem,” 
There can be no running 
away from the realisation 
that apartheid has brought to 
our people untold misery. 
Capitalism has brought such 
large scale unemployment 
with its attendant suffering 
that our capacity for bearing 
hardships is simply amazing. 
Our people are being forced 
out of the cities into impo. 
verished rural areas in the 
bantustans in their millions. 


UNITY AT ALL 
LEVELS. 


The ANC hails the move. 
ment towards trade union 











unity. The success of this 
move will benefit the workers 
‘and the nation tremendously. 
It* will reinforce national 
unity and be an inseparable 
part ofit. The ANC has 
always considered the 
workers tc be cardinal and 
central in the national 
struggle. There is obvious 
need to face the enemy as 
one united people. The 
various sectors of the people 
will strengthen their unity as 
workers, as students, a 
churches, as peasants, as 
professionals. Ultimately this 
will strengthen our national 
unity. The processes of unity, 
as we see it, should move 
simultaneously at all levels. 

The people of South 
Africa must all say with one 
voice, Down with the Presi- 
dent’s Council! They must 
say, Away with Koomhof’s 
Bills! We must call upon all 
our trade unions to join in 
the struggle for democratic 
rights. We must unite against 


the evils of capitalism and 
apartheid and build the trade 
union movement by streng- 
thening our trade unions and 
defending them against the 
apartheid regime. We must 
follow the example which 
was set by the solidarity 
meeting which was held in 
Johannesburg where the UDF 
and ten unions formed the 
Committee of Five in 


response to the Ciskei bantu. 
stan regime’s banning of 
SAAWU. The Committee of 
Five is considering a boy 
cott of products made in 
the Ciskei. This is a practical 
example of united action. 

When ANC President, 
Comrade O.R. Tambo was 
interviewed by the Moza.- 
mbique Information Agency 


(AIM), he was asked about 
e position of the workers. 


He said that the workers, 
the black workers especially, 
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constitute a force that could 


pose a serious threat to the 
regime. Asked whether the 


regme could make an 
absolute separation between 
trade union struggles and the 
national liberation’ struggle, 
President Tambo said: ‘That 
is no longer possible. They 
have become part of the same 
front of action.” 

THE PEOPLE UNITED 
CANNOT BE DEFEATED!! 

AN INJURY TO ONE IS 
AN INJURY TO ALL!!!! 
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COLOURED APATHY ON CONSTITUTION REPORTED 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 31 Jan 84 p 10 


[Text] A countrywide opinion poll shows there is a great deal of ignorance 
among Coloureds about the implications of the new constitutional dispensa- 
tion and of the elections that will be held in connection with then. 


Up to 68 percent of Coloureds in some areas were not registered as voters, 
it was found. 


The poll, conducted in Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Durban, Bloemfontein, Kim 
berley, Upington, The Reef and in Pretoria, indicated ‘:hat ignorance was 
greater among Coloured women than among men. 


In Cape Town it appeared that most Coloureds questioned did not know what 
the election was about. 


Surveys in Bloemfontein, Kimberley and Upington showed that although most of 
those who qualified as voters were registered, the majority knew nothing about 
the new constitution. 


The same applied to Coloureds on the Reef and in Pretoria, although 92 percent 
of the Coloured men did indicate they were aware that an election was to be 
held. 

However, 92 percent of the women questioned were unaware of an impending elec- 
tion and 76 percent of the youths questioned did not know that 18-year-olds 
could vote. This also applied to youths questioned in Durban. 


The poll indicated that 40 to 68 percent of Coloureds questioned in the dif- 
ferent areas were not registered as voters.--Sapa. 
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DISAFFILIATION FROM "REACTIONARY' TUGSA ADVOCATED 
Lusaka MAYIBUYE in English No 10, 1983 p 3 


[Text] The upsurge of the workers’ struggle of the decade 1973 to 
1983, proves beyond any doubt that the workers are the 
main force of the struggle for liberation. This is a view that 
was taken a long time ago by the regime which saw that 
organised workers are the biggest threat. it took swift steps 
in the 60s when it murdered trade union leaders like Vuyisile 
Mini, Khayinga, Mkabe and jailed others like Curnick Ndlovu 
and many others. It went across the borders of South Africa 


The view held by TUCSA 
is that trade unions must 
not involve themselves in 
politics. This is 
nonsense when you look at 
the fact that the workers 
have to deal with glaring 
political issues the minute 


into independent sovereign 


states and killed political activists 


and labour leaders in Swaziland, Matola and Maseru. 


In al these years of 
difficult workers’ struggles, 
the one thing that has 
always held the: workers’ 
flag flying high has been the 
principle of unity. Trade 
unions went about in 
presenting their demands 
to the bosses, bargained for 
better wages, better work- 
ing conditions, a bigger 
voice in their representa- 
tion, etc. But all these 
demands went hand in hand 
with looking at the broader 
political problems that 
afflict all the oppressed and 
exploited people under the 
callous hand of the racist 


apartheid regime. 
YELLOW TRADE 
UNIONS 


‘But because of the 
peculiar nature of the South 
African society, we have 
trade unions that wholly 
align themselves with the 
odious policies of the racist 

. These are arch- 
racist all-white unions like 
the South African 





Confederation of Labour. 
We have democratic unions 
whose democratic — 

freedom 


po The majority of 


themselves with, the United 
Democratic Front. Then 
there are trade unions like 
TUCSA, the Trade Union 
Council of South Africa, 
which is notorious for its 
reaction and paternalism 
It could be said that 
TUCSA was doonwd to 
reaction and paternalism 
even before it was formed 
in that it came out of the 
of the South 
African Labour and Trades 
Councl (SATLC), which 
had distinguished itself for 
its racist policies. There was, 
for instance, no African on 
its National Executive 
Committee despite the fact 
that is mem pf W aS 
mainly black. The leader- 
ship of SATLC pws s 
treacherous ro in 
the great African Miners’ 
Strike of 1946. 
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they step out of the factory 
gates. They have to deal 
with the policemen out 
there demanding 8 
passbook. They have to see 
to the protection of their 
families who are menaced 
by the police everytime 
people protest against high 
rents, high bus-fares, etc. 


‘There is no way a worker 


can split himself into two 
people, one, a person who 
deals specifically with 
questions that affect him at 
a work situation and, two, 
a person who has to grapple 
with everyday political 
realities. The nature of the 
political situation in our 


country makes this 
impossible. 

This is why, then, in 
1973, when the workers 
went on strike and some 
trade unions were banned 
at the height of these 
strikes, TUCSA said that the 
regime was justified. When 
Neil Aggett was murdered 
in detention, trade unions 





called for a 30 minute work 
stoppage in tribute to a 
man who had paid with his 
life in upholding workers 
rights and interests. TUCSA 
said nd, in a word endorsing 
the barbaric and bestial be- 
haviour of a regime whose 
callous nature chills the 
blood. There is no way a 
self respecting trade union 
grou - could shave 
distanced itself from a cry 
that was taken by a major 
section of our population, 
black and white. This, and 
TUCSA’s reactionary atti- 
tude to detention without 
trial, caused two unions to 
disaffiliate from TUCSA in 
June 1982. These are the 
National Union of Distri- 
butive Workers and the 
National Union of Commer- 
cial, Catering and Allied 
Workers. Other unions have 
resigned from TUCSA 
because they have seen that 


their interests are not taken 
care of. What TUCSA is 
mostly concerned with is to 
tread softly and not take 
the racist bull by the homs. 

But the most significant 
disaffiliation from TUCSA 


has been the one of the 
South African Boilermakers 
Society. This society, 
representing about 54,000 
workers of all races, repre- 
sents a significant proport- 
ion of TUCSA’s member- 
ship. Ike van der Walt, 
General Secretary of the 
SABS and Vice President of 
TUCSA said that TUCSA 
has lost direction, prestige 
and credibility. He re- 
affirmed the SABS’ long- 
held commitment to the 
unity within the trade union 
movement and voiced his 
doubts about TUCSA’s 
ability to promote such 
unity. TUCSA, which has 
long decided to act as the 
spokesman of the apartheid 
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regime, took a decision at 
its last Conference to call on 
the Pretoria regime to out- 
law all unregistered unions. 
Robbie Botha, General 
Secretary of the Mine 
Surface Officials Union, 
expiained that the way 
was open for these unions 
to “inevitably become poli- 
tical mass movements” 


DISAFFILIATE FROM 
TUCSA, 


_In this way then, let us 
all follow the example of 
the NUDW_ and_e£_the 
NUCCAW and the latest 
example of the SABS. There 
is no doubt that a pro-racist 
SLY hobo hy -gt inevit- 
a obbling grave. 
Let us hasten its demise by 
completely disassociating 
ourselves from it, and be 
moving towards swelling the 
ranks of non-racial democra- 
tic union formations. We 
have a lot to gain 
disaffiliating from TUCS 
which has certainly lost its 
bearings, and supporting the 
Initiatives to form a united 
democratic federation of 
trede unions in our country. 
= we stand, divided we 

Let us crush TUCSA 
which perpetrates all these 
evil deeds in the name of 
the exploited workers. 

A union like TUCSA iz 
nothing else but another 
organ of the regime and 
should be treated as such. 


United we can do all these 
things 


AN INJURY TO ONE IS 
AN INJURY TO ALL!!! 
ISOLATE TUCSA — 
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SACTU ACTIVITIES, OBJECTIVES DETAILED 


Lusaka MAYIBUYE in English No 8, 1983 p 6 


{Text ] 


THE South African Cengress|of Trade Unions (SACTU) has 


recently concluded its National 


Executive Committee 


Extended Meeting, The meeting wes held from the 13 to the 
17 of August. Among other things, the meeting elected a new 
NEC of SACTU. This NEC consists of, among others, Com- 
rades Stephen Diemini (President), Moses Mabhida . (Vice 


President), 
Moonsamy 
(Administrative Secretary). 

The meeting paid tribute 
to the historic role played by 
SACTU in its stand against 
racism in the trade union 
movement and its crucial 
contribution to the organisa- 
tion of workers in democratic 
industrial unions. It observed 
that SACTU’s commitment 
to the general struggle against 
racist exploitation and 
oppression and its full 
integration as part of the 
Congress Alliance, have 
played an important role in 
the struggle to mobilise our 
people against the apartheid 
regime and to bring the day 
of our people’s victory 
nearer. 





ORGANISE INTO UNIONS 





The delegates further 
agreed that SACTU should 
further step up its efforts to 
assist in the organising of 
the unorganised and streng- 
thening existing trade unions. 


‘They welcomed the move 


towards the formation of a 
united trade union move- 
ment and the decision to 


Joha Nkadimeng 
(National Treasurer) and Thozamile Botha 


(General Secretary), Kay 


establish a Feasibility Com- 
mittee to reconcile the dif- 
ferent approaches to trade 
union unity. 

The meeting called upon 
the various trade unions 
engaged in the struggle for 
unity to ensure that such a 
United Federation, whea 
formed, should serve the 
interests of the worker 
In this way it would be 
crucial to encourage general 
workers unions to transform 


themselves into  ndlustrial 


unions on the basis of one 
industry one union as this 
would stamp out multiplicity 
of unions, competition and 


rivalry. 

To bring about this trade 
union unity, the meeting felt 
that joint campaigns should 
be conducted to rally ‘the 
people fo unite around 
burning issues that affect 
the workers such as the 
struggle for higher wages, 
against house arrest, 
banning, detention and 
deportation of leaders and 
strikers, against retrenchment 
unemployment and mass 


removals, This would go 
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hand in hand with the’ 
struggle against the racist 
Constitutional Bill, the ‘‘com- 
munity councils” and other 
“‘separate development’’ insti- 
tutions, for a united, democ- 
ratic and non-racial South 
Africa. 

The Meeting was of the 
opinion that on the basis of 
the Labour Relations Act, 
trade unions should be 


‘advised not to register, not 


to participate in the industrial 
council system or to accept 
closed shop in agreements 
which are damaging to the 
growth of democratic trade 
unions. It strongly urged 
that tactical issues should 
not be elevated to the level 
of fundamental principle and 


that different approaches to 


these questions should not 
become an obstacle to trade 
union unity. 





UNION FEDERATION 





_ In principle and practice 
SACTU has worked and 
fought for the creation of a 
non-racial trade union: move- 
ment. SACTU is accordingly 
aware that the incorporation 
of black workers into the 
existing white dominated 
trade unions would not 
change the present situation 
of minority racist control of 
these unions. It therefore 
welcomes the action by the 
African printing workeis who 
jresigned from th. South 
African Typograohiical Union 
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and joined a union in which 
they would exercise . their 
democratic rights. 

SACTU’s Extended NEC 
resolved that the main task of 
the black workers is to 
organise themselves into 
strong viable unions. In order 
to ensure that these unions 
represent the genuine aspira- 
tions of the workers, it was 
further agreed that the 
principle of democratic majo- 
rity leadership should apply 
in the non-racial unions. 

It thus urges all workers 
whose unions are affiliated to 
TUCSA to examine TUCSA’s 
reactionary and racist policy 
towards the workers and 
therefore see to it that their 
unions  disaffiliate from 
TUCSA. 

SACTU sees that the 
struggles and sacrifices of the 
working class have forced the 
racist regime to grant conces- 
sions which appear in the 
Labour Relations Amend 
ment Act of September 1981 
It, then, emphasised that 
similarly through struggle, the 
working class should force 
the repeal of reactionary and 
oppressive features in these 
Acts. 





MERCENARY IMMIGRANTS 





The meeting further 
Observed that in view of 
the staggering level of un- 
employment and retrench- 
ments in our country, 
favourable conditions exist 
for the mobilisation and 
Organisation of the 
unemployed around issues 
like campaigning against the 
recruitment of immigrants 
who replace black a 
especially from Britain, West 
Germany ‘and the Polish ele- 
ments who have flooded into 
South Africa; establishing of 
Workers’ Councils to expose 
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the conditions of the un- 
employed and to launch 
campaigns against evictions 
and mass removals, to orga- 
nise marches, rallies, placard 
demonstrations, etc., to high- 


light the plight of the un- 


employed; demanding the 
training of the unemployed 
workers and to set up Un- 
employment Advice services 
in different parts of the 
country to ensure that the 
unemployed workers are not 
sent to the bantustans. 

Among the most 
important resolutions around 
which workers should 
campaign is one that called 
on workers to resist recruit- 
ment. into the racist SADF 
and its puppet armies in the 
bantustans. Those already in 
these racist armies should be 
encouraged to disrupt and 
overtum these racist forces 
because the army of the 
people of South Africa is 
Umkhonto We Sizwe. 

The plight of the people 
in the frontline states and 
the massacres in the Ciskei, 
were also dealt with. Many 
other resolutions, all of them 
aimed at bringing about a 
S outh Africa free of 
apartheid colonialism, were 
passed. The meeting reaffir- 
med that united action will 
always be our rallying cry. 

AN INJUSTICE TO ONE 
IS AN INJUSTICE TO ALL!! 

AN INJURY TO ONE IS 
AN INJURY TO ALL! 
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PLANS OF SOWETO'S INCUMBENT MAYOR EVALUATED 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 1 Feb 84 p 4 


[Editorial] 





a certain fee which will be used to 


[Text] SOWETO tycoon and incumbent vi" the rent deficit since rental 


a charismatic person who never fails WillbereducedtoRS. =. 

to inject a mood of coaviviality inhis We must appreciate ET's 
utterances, actions and intents. cern for the welfare of the poor. We 
even treat some matters flippantly, #8 are rather steep. We agree, too, 
his clichés have endeared him to ‘hat wherever possible the lot of the 


easily turn on the charm. This is. 
what has made him stand out from 
. Simple 


os understand it, motorists. 
saesatendtiation 


people must be improved. But the: 
way “ET” is going about it is im- 
practical 


Mr Tshabalala must know that 
such a scheme would cause such a 
traffic congestion that he would in- 
voke the ire of the people. Worse 
still, it might compound the accident 
rate on these narrow Soweto streets. 

However, we fear that fencing a 
sprawling ghetto like Soweto will be 
a cumbersome and unnecessary, 
exercise. Besides, people would hate 
to feel they have been caged like ani- 
mals. 

What we think is possible for 
“ET” to tackle, is the broadening of. 
all the busy streets, especially the. 
highways. Having done this, he can. 
then start a licensing department so: 
that motor car licenses can be issued 
by the Soweto Town Council with 
funds coming ¢o it. 

Having said this, we wish to ask 
“ET” to abandon what we think is a 
ridiculous scheme. 

As a tycoon “ET” can begin by 
showing other businessmen how to 
become philantropists by donating 
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profits from the liquor outlets to 
make up for the cheaper rents paid 
by poor people. He may even look at 
the tariffs of all business 
sites to facilitate the reduction of 
rents, especially for the poor. . 
There are many ways “ET” can 
use to raise funds but fencing So- 
weto will cause him more problems 
than his jovial nature can stand. 
And this is nu laughing matter. 
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LEGISLATION GIVES WOMEN SCANT PROTECTION 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 1 Feb 84 p 9 


[Text] PROTECTIVE legis- 
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lation in the workplace 
was very “patchy” for 
women and generally 
existed where women 
threatened men’s jobs. 
This was said by Ms 
Jud Cornell, a member 
of the Industrial Health 
Research Group in the 
sociology department of 
the University of Cape 
Town, at a UCT sum- 
mer school course on 
Women, Work and 
Health at the weekend. 


Ms Cornell said origi- 
nal changes to protect 
women and minors were 
especially beneficial in 
that many of them had 
been extended to in- 
clude the general body 
of workers. 


“However, the prob- 
lem with the protective 
legislation for women is 
that it is also used to ex- 
clude women and in fact 
serves to “protect” them 
out of jobs and a liveli- 
hood. 

“This legislation is 
also very piecemeal and 
patchy. Women are not 
protected from every 
hazard and in fact are 
exposed to all manner of 
hazards,” she said. 


3400/624 


In regard to this, she 
said women were often 
excluded from certain 
jobs because substances 
with which they would 
have to work with had 
been found to be dan- 
gerous to foetuses. 


She said recent stud- 
ies had shown there 
were great similarities in 
the causes of mutations 
in foetuses, mutations in 
sperm and the process of 
certain cancer forma- 
tions. 

“The implications are 
that it is not safe to as- 
sume that any substance 
known to be harmful to 
a foetus is not also 
harmful to the male re- 





productive system. 


“In addition, any sub- 
stance that is known to 
be a carcinogen (cancer- 
causing) has the poten- 
tial of not only endan- 
gering the foetus but 
also the male reproduc- 
tive system,” she said. 


STEREOTYPES 


_ Ms Cornell said there 
was no doubt that the 
kind of physical stereo- 
types for boys and girls, 
which are particularly 
forceful in early teens, 
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had a real effect on how 
children developed 
physically. 


To illustrate this she 
quoted recent studies on 
Olympic athletes which 
showed that achieve- 
ment records for women 


were much more dra- 
matic than those for 
men. 


“This is clearly to do 
with the change in atti- 
tudes on physical 
achievement for 
women.” 


She said the notion 
that women’s jobs were 
unstrenuous was mis-| 
leading. Housework, 
nursing, assembly lines 
and machinework, for 
example, all involved a 
great deal of physical 
exertion. 


“Heavy labour jobs 
such as continual lifting | 
of heavy weights, which 
only a few men were 
able to do, is not good | 
for anyone,” she said. | 
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INTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER ON IMPLEMENTING ‘MIGHTY MANDATE’ 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 31 Jan 84 p 4 


mandate” it received in _ result for the Opposition ter what party is in power. 
the referendum with or or the Conservative Party “We have to move 
without the cooperation to follow their traditional above party politics. Let 
of oppositon the policies. us work con- 
Minister of Internal Af- “The voters in structively to find solu- 


said 
ment had reached the both integration and rig- 
crossroads. orous and said 
Parties could either they believed that mean- 
continue the “sterile” de- ingful cooperation te- 
bates of previous years by tween races is possible 
highlighting their funda- = with the help of a stable 
mental differences or they security situation.” 
could make a positive The Progressive Feder- 
contribution to change in al Party and the CP 
the country would, in pursuing exist- 
“We will answer them ing policies, be displaying 
if they conduct a sterile resistance not agains the 
debate”, Mr De Klerk National Party but against 
said. a two-thirds majority of 
“But without their Co- =the country’s voters, the 
operation we will go Minister said. 
abead and | the “It is no longer a ques- 
mighty mandate received tion of whether we must 
op November 2.” implement the new con- 
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RANDBURG RETURNS TO NP CONTROL 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Jan 84 p 2 
[Article by Marilyn Cohen] 


[Text ] 


THE National Party has regained control of the The NP management committee is made up of Mr 
Randburg Town Council after successfully passing laus van Zyl, president of the Transvaal Municipal As- 
a motion of no-confidence in the Progressive Fed- re A —— hn gy Lourens, deputy chair- 
eral Party Management Committee last night. es Andre 

The PFP, which swept to power in the 1 pn Both Mr Van Zyl and Mr Lourens served on the Rand- 
elections with eight of the 13 seats, saw its majority re- | %urg Management Committee before the PFP took con- 
duced to one in a by-election last year — and finally lost 
its majority in the council last week when two councillors 
left the caucus. 

The outcome of last night’s special meeting which had 
been required to put the motion of no-confidence was 
almost a foregone conclusion before it started. 

One of the rebel PFP councillors, Miss Izelle Swart — 
the first PFP mayor in the town — voted with the NP to 
outstep the PFP Management Committee. 

The other “rebel” — Mr Dorian Dent, 2 member ot 
the PFP Management Committee untii last Wednesday 
— abstained on the first vote last night. 

When the PFP chairman of the Management Commit- 
tee, Mr Bill Sewell, called for a division in an attempt to 
force Mr Dent to vote, Mr Dent left the counci: 
chamber. 

“I could not bring myself to vote against Bill Sewell. 
We worked together for two years and he did a fine job. I 
also stand by everything we did as a Management Com- 
mittee ,"” Mr Dent told The Citizen. 

“But Bill is to resign from the council and I honestly 
feel that there is nobody on the PFP side of the house 
who can take over. That is why I could not vote against 
the motion.” 

Mr Dent said that he believed the new Management 
Committee which was elected last night, was the best 
which could have been chosen. 

“What more does a town need than an engineer, an 

iccountant and a lawyer on a management committee?" 
he asked. 
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MAWU URGES MEMBERS TO MAKE HIGHER WAGE DEMANDS 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 1 Feb 84 p 6 


[Article by Joshua Raboroko] 


[Text] THE Fosatu-affiliate 


CSO: 





Metal and Allied Werk- 


pensation and noted 


thet ‘sithough the tax 


sible for UIF have 
proved totally inad- 


equate to operate these 
funds. 7 
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“The tax changes will 


a huge load on the 

of Revenue, 

and we expect this to 
prove as chaotic as other 
ts in trying to 

cope with the new 
load,” the executive 
said. 
Mawu said workers 
would probably not ben- 


efit from rebstes. The 


vast majority of workers 
will have “tremendous 
problems” in filling in 
tax assessment forms. 

“Despite the reces- 
sion, most of the major 
companies in SA have 
reported tremendous 
profits for 1983, yet 
workers have suffered 
more and more. 

“More families are 
falling below the bread- 
line than before. The 
government has dealt 


another ‘errible blow to 


workers by increasing 
the GST and these fami- 
lies will suffer more. 
“Workers are not rep- 
resented on the commit- 
tees that recommend 
taxes,” Mawu said. 
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NEW TAX ACT WILL HIT WIVES 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 1 Feb 84 p 9 


[Article by Sinnah Kunene] 


(Text ] WHEN the new uniform 


taxation system comes 
into effect on March 1 
married women will ex- 
perience a drastic and 
sudden increase in tax 
deduction. 

On the other hand, a 
married man earning 
R350 a month or less, 
will pay no tax at all, 
while his wife earning 
the same salary will pay 
R22,83 a month in tax. 

Initially, tax for both 
persons under the Black 
Taxation Act was R7,20 
a month. This means the 
family which paid 
R14,40 a month will 
now pay R22,83 — all 
by the wife. This is irre- 
spective of how many 
children they have. 

The president of the 
Black Sash, Ms Sheena 
Duncan, says that for 
the first time black peo- 
ple at the Icwer end of 
the income scale will no 
cages be paying more 
tax th:n white people 
receiving the same in- 
come. She says for the 
first time wives and 
children will be taken 
into account when 
assessing a black man’s 
tax. 
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HARMONIOUS 

In a circular distrib- 
uted to employers, the 
Commissioner for In-, 
land Revenue states that 
although the married 
woman would be paying 
slightly more tax, it may 
be pointed out to, such 
an employee that in all 
probability less employ- 
ec’s tax will be payable 
by her husband and that 
the overall effect will 
most likely be that less 
tax is payable by the 
family unit. 

“This may be pos- 
itively applicable to 
married couples who are 
earnestly working to- 
gether towards building 
the future of their child- 
ren. But how many in 
our society have such a 
harmonious relation- 
ship? There are legally 
married women who still 
keep the home fires bur- 
ning On their own, with 
their spouses squander- 
ing their money and not 
providing for the fami- 
ly,” argues a mother of 
two girls, Dolly Mavi 
from Dube. 

Divorced or widowed 
women who have be- 
come sole breadwinners 
will be taxed like mar- 
ried men. They will pay 
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less tax than they paid 
under the old taxation 
law. 

For instance if she 
earns R900, she would 
be paying R132,83 in tax 
if still with her husband. 
The old system taxed 
her R80,44. If earning 
the same amount with 
two children, she would 
be expected to pay 
R54,10 tax now, like a 
married man with two 
children. 


REBATE 

Consider a couple 
with two ‘children, hus- 
band earning R600 and 
his wife R350 a month. 
He has been paying 
R31,88 while she has 
been paying R7,20 a 
month on tax, a total of 
R39,80. The new tax 
paid by the family will 
now be R34,08, because 
now he will be paying 
R11,25 on his earnings 
while she will be paying 
R22,83 on hers. 


At the end of the fi- 
nancial year, which will 
be February 1985, fami- 
lies may claim a rebate 
from the Receiver of 
Revenue. This includes 
payments such as med- 


ical aid, insurance etc, 
and the application has 
to be submitted by the 
head of the family. 

According to Mr H J 
Grobbler of the Pay As 
You, Earn Section in 
Johannesburg, a mar- 
ried woman may apply 
to the Receiver of Rev- 
enue in whose assessing 
area her husband resides 
for a difective to be is- 
sued to her employer 
authorising him not to 
deduct tax. 

Her application must 
be accompanied by de- 
tails of her husband's 
anticipated income for 
the tax year; his and her 
latest available pay- 
slips; details of both 
their employers and full 
names of her husband's 
unmarried children and 
dates of birth for thé un- 
der 18 years of age. 

In the cases of poly- 
gamous and customary 
marriages, the husband 
will be taxed like other 
married persons; the 
first wife falls in the 
married women tax cat- 
egory while the rest of 
the women in the mar- 
riage would be taxed as 
a single person. 








POLICE BLITZ ON ALEXANDRA BUS BOYCOTTERS 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 1 Feb 84 p 2 


[Text ] 


LAW enforcement agen- 
cles yesterday conducted 
a blitz which saw Alex- 
andra residents continu- 
ing the bus boycott being 
whisked out of taxis and 
“defective” vehicles and 
ordered to board buses. 


- The police, the Johan- 
nesburg Traffic Depart- 
ment and Road Trans- 
portation Board officials 
manned roadblocks on 
all entrances into Alex- 
andra. Taxis were 
stopped and those found 
to be overloaded were 
taken to the police sta- 
tion and parked there. 
Some taxi-drivers were 
given tickets amounting 
to R480 for various traf-. 
fic offences. 

Mr S Siwisa, a taxi- 
driver, was given 10 
tickets for traffic of- 
fences that included lack 
of fire-extinguisher, ab- 
sence of bigger rear mir- 


rors and overloading. 


The station-com- 
mander of the Alexan- 


dra police refused to 


comment on the road- 
blocks. 

The Alexandra Taxi 
Association, by late 
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yesterday afternoon, 
had paid R2 600 in fines. 


for members in police 

The fines ranged from 
R500 for the use of a 
wrong zone-certificate 
to R100 for overloading. 
Taxis were taken to the 
police station still carry- 
ing passengers. Com- 
muters’ names and ad- 
dresses were taken 
down by the police. 

Two members of the 
Alexandra Commuters 
Committee were taken 
in for questioning yes- 
terday morning. 

They are Mr Thabo 
Mokhine and Mr Col- 
leen Mabeya. 

Meanwhile a Putco 
spokesman, Mr Pat 


Rogers, said there had 


been an easing in the 
boycott and that the 
number of commuters 
not riding buses was 
down “by little less than 
10 percent.” 

Earlier in the week, 
Reverend Sam Buti said 
his town council should 
not be expected to be 
part of the boycott be- 
cause it was run on party 
politics. 
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BUS BOYCOTT NOT OUR AFFAIR, SAYS BUTI 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 1 Feb 84 p 6 


[Article by Ntlantla Damoyi] 


[Text] THE Alexandra bus boy- 


CSO: 


cott was organised by 
political parties and the 
Town Council should not 
be expected to be part of 
it because was sot 
asked to participate. 

This was said by the 
Reverend Sam Buti, 


muters Committee 
{<.C) call us sell-outs. 
How can they expect us 
to participate in the boy- 
cott? We don’t want to 
stick our noses in other 
people’s affairs,” he 
said. 


Lekota (vice-chairman), 
Mr Paul Mashatile 
(president of Ayco), Mr 


Nesto Kgope (treasurer _ 


of Ayco). 
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Meanwhile, the 
United Democratic 
Front has released a 
statement suppurting 
the boycott. The 
“unwarranted detention 
of our people” and said 
detention was not the 
solution to Putco’s un- 
justified bus-fares in- 
crease. 

The police have no 
business whatsoever to 
interfere in a matter es- 
sentia!ly between Putco 
and the commuters. 
What interest do the Se- 

ity Police have in 
Putco? We are in sup- 
port of the commuters’ 
action and the heroic 
people of Alexandra. 
We call on Putco to 
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BMW GUARDS PROTECT WORKERS FROM STRIKERS 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English i Feb 84 p 6 


[Article by Alina Dube] 


[Text] HOUSES of black BMW 
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guard. 
Sources close to em- 
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“No violence will be 
tolerated by us,” he 
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“We intend ji 
the plant closed until of- 
fenders have been dealt 
with. Protecting the 


who were dissatisfied 
with their new wages (an 
average of R567 a 
month), was 

nied by violence di- 
rected particularly at 
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SOFASONKE PARTY LAUNCHES DRIVE AGAINST ILLEGAL TENANTS 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 1 Feb 84 p 2 


[Article by Elliot Tshingwala] 


[Text] A MASSIVE “identify 


CSO: 


and evict” campaign 


ants and those who 
obtained houses 

» a high 
ranking member of 
the party, Mr J Mo- 


ber of people in White 
City Jabavu — the for- 
mer “mayor” Mr David 
Thebchali’s stronghold 
— have been evicted 
and some have been 
warned to vacate the 
houses or face forceful 

The witch-hunt is led 
by a top Sofasonke man, 
who is said to have a 
names of victims. 

Mr Mokoena alleges 
that most of the people 
being evicted are 
staunch supporters of 
the former “mayor” who 
were allowed to remain 
in the houses or were 
put in these houses even 
though they did not 
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qualify to own houses in 
Soweto. 


who took over the 
tenancy of the house 
and kicked out the 


& still occupying the 


tions. They also re- 
ported clashes with the 
Sofasonke women's 


According to one 
woman, who did not 


published for fear of vic- 
timisation, she had been 
given until next week to 
vacate her house. 


The woman, who 
shares the house with 
her son, said she was 
awakened by knocking 
at her door. When she 
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opened it she found a 
Sofasonke official ac- 


“illegal” lodgers in the 
house and when the 
owner died they con- 
tinued occupying the 
house under his name. . 
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BLEAK FUTURE FORECAST FOR BLACK YOUTH 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 27 Jan 84 p 4 


[Article by Sello Rabothata] 


age limit restriction was The Congress of 


[Text] BLACK school leavers and drop- South African Students 


outs are in a Catch 22 situation — 
they cannot be re-admitted to their 
previous schools and their chances 
of finding employment are “bleak”. 
This is the view of unionists, educa- 


tionists end observers. 

Hundreds of students 
are faced with an uncer- 
tain future because of 
the present economic re- 
cession in the country 
and the age restriction 
limit ruling by the De- 
partment of Education 
and Training (Det). 

Already, hundreds of 
students who were un- 
successful in their 
examinations last year 
have been turned away 
from schools because 
there is no room for 
them. The age limit for a 
matriculant is 20 years 
and for a Standard 8 stu- 
dent is 18 years. 

Last year’s final ex- 
amination results, for 
both matric and junior 
certificates, were de- 
scribed as very “poor”. 
In matric, over 70 000 
candidates sat for the 
examinations and less 
than 9000 obtained a 
university exemption 
pass. The overall pass 
rate was said to be 50,4 
percent. 
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The Department of 
Education and Train- 
ing’s chief public rela- 
tions officer, Mr Job 
Schoeman, said: “It 
would be totally unreal- 
istic to expect all stu- 
dents who sat for exami- 
nations to pass. There 
are also numerous Op- 
portunities for those 
who could not obtain an 
exemption to further 


their studies. 

“There are technical 
colleges and colleges of 
education, there is also 
the industry where they 
can take jobs. 

“The biggest problem 
is that most students fol- 
low ordinary subjects, 
instead of taking com- 
mercial or technical sub- 
jects, which proves to be 


their downfall. When 
they have to take up 


jobs they are faced with 
stiff competition from 
students with commer- 
cial and technical sub- 
jects.” 

Mr Schoeman said the 
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no longer a problem, be- 
cause students are given 
a chance to supplement 


their examination and 
that even those who ob- 
tained an S pass could 
supp!ement. 

He said students who 
failed outright, could 
also write the Novem- 
ber/December examina- 
tion. These would be ad- 
mitted to schools only if 
accommodation is avail- 
able for them. 

He said: “If accom- 
modation is not avail- 
able, these students are 
referred to adult educa- 
tion centres. The age 
limit was not introduced 
to victimise the pupil, 
but for the great major- 
ity who need space from 
the lower classes. 

Leading educationist, 
Mr T W Kambule, said 
this situation was build- 
ing resentment among 
the people. “If things go 





on at the present rate, 
we are heading for 
another 1976. 

“The department 
should put its foot down 
so that all the children 
can be taken back. As it 
is, the market is de- 
pressed, there is no 
hope for them in finding 
jobs.” 


(Cosas) also voiced its 
concern over the age re- 
Striction ruling at 
schools. In a statement 
Cosas said: “We would 
like to express our con- 
demnation of the prac- 
tice of turning students 
away for reasons of age. 


“The Det claims to be 
building 12 classrooms 
every working day, but 
in our experience it is a 
different matter alto- 
gether as evidenced by 
these students who are 
expelled. 

“Moreover, they have 
not made adequate 
alternatives for these 
children as to where 
they can obtain adult 
education. In respond- 
ing to this question we 
are trying to assist these 
students by providing 
them with necessary in- 
formation which they 
might need.” 











SECURITY POLICE DETAIN THREE IN ALEXANDRIA 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 27 Jan 84 p 3 


[Text] THREE more people 


CSO: 


have been detained by 
the Security Police in 
Alexandra township 
while three others who 


division of the South Af- 
rican Police yesterday 
confirmed the detention 
of Reverend Piso Abel 
Moleleke, Miss Con- 
stance Hlatshwayo and 
Mr Khanda Michael 
Vilakazi. All three are 
being held in terms of 
Section 50 of the Crimi- 
nal Procedure Act, 
according to Major H V 
Haynes. 


According to a 
spokesman for the Alex- 
andra Commuters Com- 
mittee (ACC) the three 
who were released on 
Wednesday are Mr 
Obed Bapela, Mr Pat- 
rick Banda and Miss 
Naomi River. 

The three were de- 
tained in dawn raids in 
the township since last 
Saturday. They were re- 
leased by the John 
Vorster Police without 
being charged. 

Two other members 
of the ACC, Mr Mike 
Beea, who is the chair- 
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man and Mr Mack Le- 
kota the vice-chairman, 
made a brief appearance 
in the Johannesburg Re- 
gional Court this week. 
They are due to ap- 
pear again today to- 
gether with two others, 
Mr Paul Mashatile and 
Mr Nesto Kgope on 
charges under the 
[Intimidation Act. Mr 
Mashatile and Mr 
Kgope are executive 
saembers of the Alexan- 
dra Youth Congress. 
The detentions in 
Alexandra follow the 
boycott of Putco buses 


in the township which 
started on Monday last 
week. Residents de- 
cided to boycott the 
buses in protest against 
the announcement of a 
12,5 percent increase in 
fares which came into 
effect on Monday last 
week. 


The ACC also issued 
a statement yesterday 
which read: “We have 
not been jeopardising 
the security of the State 
where they will have the 
need for the police to in- 
terfere. We are only 
dealing with a private 


company, that is Putco.” 


oo 
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DETAILS ON TRAINING PRISON GUARDS GIVEN 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 27 Jan 84 


[Text] ITIS training at five star 


CSO 


premises for recruits in 
the South African Prison 


Service (Saps). 

A new multi-million 
rand training college for 
black warders was 
opened last year and 
now has an intake of 
close to 300 warders 
every six months. Both 
sexes are taken in for 
training at this complex. 
It has been named the 
Zonderwater Training 
College. 

And heading the com- 
plex is Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Enoch Zitha Mk- 
hatshwa, a veteran in 
the prison service and 
one of the highest rank- 
ing blacks in the service. 
He was among the first 
commissioned officers in 
the department, and is 
the first black to head a 
training complex. 

According to him 545 
warders and 57 ward- 
resses have graduated 
from the college. Stan- 
dard eight is the mini- 
mum qualification for 
acceptance as a warder 
in the Prisons Service. 

Trained warders are 
posted to 24 prisons 
throughout the country, 
which, according to 
Saps, daily hold 100 500 


prisoners. 
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The SOWETAN re- 
cently. visited the new 
complex, and ‘spoke to 
Colonel Mkhatshwa. 

Col Mkhatswa, who 
joined the Prisons Ser- 
vice in 1959, holds a 
Bachelors and Honours 
degrees in criminology 
which he obtained from 
the University of South 
Africa. He is married to 
Mavis, with three child- 
ren, Sibusiso, Mpume- 
lelo and Nombulelo. 


TRAINING 


A vigorous training 
programme at the col- 
lege starts daily at 7 am 
until 4 pm trom Monday 
to Friday. The trainees 
from throughout the 
country go through 
crash courses under 43 
trained instructors. 

“We offer theoretical 
as well as practical train- 
ing which includes court 
procedure’, first aid, 
handling of firearms, 
fire fighting, social 
etiquette, foot and fire- 
arm drill, physical frain- 
ing and self defence, Col 
Mkhatswa said. 

The new college, 
which has been shifted 
from Baviaanspoort 
near Mamelodi town- 
ship in Pretoria, also has 
a variety of excellent 
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sports facilities and a 
well-equipped kitchen 
and catering services 
controlled by Warrant 
Officer Abel Ngwenya, 
a qualified chef who 
keeps these premises 


under hygienic condi- 
tions. 

The college, which is 
still under construction, 
also consists of a dry 
goods. canteen, a teach- 
ing aid centre, lecture 
rooms, a gymnasium 
hall, a music centre and 
a small hospital where 
the less seriously ill 
warders are treated. 

There are also well- 
furnished bungalows for 
male and female train- 
ees as well as a training 
centre for their own aux- 
illiary social workers, 
and a clothing shop run 
by a qualified tailor. 


BAND 

The former Baviaans- 
poort Brass Band, which 
consists of 39 qualified 
musicians, keeps busy in 
one of the music rooms 
belting out music under 
the baton of Mr Ernest 


Mathaphuna. 

Some of the privileges 
enjoyed by the warders 
include housing schemes 
for married and unmar- 
ried qualified warders 
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who stay in nearby 
three-bedroomed 
houses. There is also a 
State bus which ferries 
their children to school 
in Cullinan. 

Col Mkhatswa said he 
was impressed by the 
dedication and will- 
ingness of the warders, 
seven of whom were fur- 
thering their studies 
through Unisa. 

The training centre — 
one of four in South 
Africa — also offers spe- 
cial courses to instruc- 
tors from the “national 
states.” The college is 
expected to be fully 
completed in about a 
year’s time. . 
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BRIEFS 


ANC TRIAL--Three alleged members of the banned African National Congress yes- 
terday appeared in the Pretoria Regional Court on charges of possessing unde- 
sirable publications and furthering the aims and objectives of the organisa- 
tion. According to the state, Mr Thomson Ramanala had been in possession of a 
post card size document that had the photographs of Oliver Tambo and Dr Yusef 
Dadoo on the one side and two speeches by the men on the other side. The ac- 
cused had pleaded guilty to this charge. Mr Ramanala was found guilty and 
will appear before Regional Court magistrate Mr W J van der Bergh for sentence 
today. In a separate trial in the Pretoria Regional Court vzesterday, Mr 
Gabriel Mokoka (27), Mr Ramano Gerald Dau yesterday asked for a postponement 
to March 8 when they will be asked to plead before Mr W J van der Bergh. 

The two men face charges of being members of the banned ANC and in possession 
of undesirable publications. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 

31 Jan 84 p 8] 


"WOMEN WORKERS BEING EXPLOITED'--Cape Town.--Trade unions must challenge the 
"extreme" exploitation faced by Black women workers, the University of Cape 
Town summer school course on women and work has been told. Miss Adrienne 

Bird, education officer for the Federation of South African Trade Unions, 

said at the weekend women were most vulnerable to retrenchment because of their 
"position at the bottom of the pile". "Women are usually in the least-skilled 
jobs and are the first to be retrenched in times of recession," he said. The 
legal system made no provision for maternity leave and this meant it was impos- 
sible for women to have long, unbroken service records.--Sapa. [Text] [Jo- 
hannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 31 Jan 84 p 9] 


KWAZULU LOYALTY PLEDGE--The United Democratic Front (UDF) has urged students 
who receive KwaZulu government bursaries to refuse to sign a pledge of loyalty 
to the government and the Inkatha movement. In a strongly-worded statement, a 
UDF spokesman said that the pledge remained essentially a "tool to exhort and 
coerce support for the Bantustan Government." The movement was responding to 
a recent announcement by Chief Gatsha Buthelezi that students who received 
KwaZulu Government bursaries would have to sign a pledge of loyalty to hin, 
the government and the Inkatha movement. He described this as a means of en- 
suring that the KwaZulu Government did not pay for the education of people 
who would one day turn against it. The announcement has since been met with 
country-wide condemnation from educationists who expressed fear that more and 
more students would be turned away from black universities because of their 
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political views. UDF said that this pledge was an infringement of academic 
freedom. It denied the students the right to make objective evaluation and 
judgment of issues. "No democratic government the world over has been as- 
sociated with this type of practice. Even in its amended form the pledge re- 
mains essentially a tool used to exhort and coerce support for the KwaZulu 
Bantustan Government," che spokesman said. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 27 Jan 84 p 2] 


EX-ROBBEN ISLAND INMATE SHOT--Cape lTown.--A former Robben Island political 
prisoner was shot dead in his bedroom early yesterday. Mr Bertram Leon Gon- 
salves, (25), of Grassy Park, an executive member of the Cape Youth Congress, 
was fatally wounded at lam when a shot was fired through a window. Capt Jan 
Calitz, a police liaison officer, said a resident of 7th avenue arrived home 
early yesterday and found a man in his bedroom. The man fled. Minutes later, 
a shot was fired from outside Mr Gonsalves' bedroom, and he was fatally wounded. 
A man, aged 24, has given himself up to the police. A .365 calibre pistol 

was seized. The man will appear in court soon. Mr Gonsalves was jailed for 
six years after being found guilty of setting fire to a school and post office 
in 1976. He was released in November 1982. He married Ms Jennifer Mackay, 

a member of Azaso, last year. She is five months pregnant.--Sapa. [Text] 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Jan 84 p 8] 


NEW LEGISLATION INTRODUCED~--When the House of Assembly met after the official 
opening of parliament yesterday several Ministers and Deputy Ministers gave 
notice of legislation they intend introducing during the coming session. Al- 
together 31 notices of motion were given, among them the controversial Orderly 
Movement and Settlement of Black Persons Bill, which the Minister of Co-opera- 
tion and Development, Dr Piet Koornhof, immediately referred to the committee 
on the constitution, to loud approval from the opposition. When the Minister 
of Community Development, Mr Pen Kotze, moved the Control of Illegal Squatting 
Bill, a Conservative Tarty member asked: "what happened to the Mayfair prom- 
ises, Pen?" The Minister just nodded and pointed to the Bill's notice in his 
hand. A Minister and two Deputy Ministers were cheered when they rose to in- 
troduce legislation for the first time in their new ministerial capacities. 

Mr Pietie du Plessis, former Minister of Energy and Mineral Affairs, took 

over as Minister of Manpower from Mr Fanie Botha, who retired during the re- 
cess. The new Deputy Ministers were Mr Louis Nel (information) and Mr Jan 
Wilkers (Development and Land Affairs). These two posts were formerly held by 
Mr Barend du Plessis, now Minister of Education and Training, and Mr Hennie 
van der Walt, who retired. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Jan 
84 p 4] 


BUDGET INTRODUCTION SET--The 1984 budget would be introduced on March 28, the 
Leader of the House, Mr Hencirik Schoeman, said in the Assembly yesterday. The 


Additional Appropriation Bill would be read on February 16, and the Part Ap- 
propriation Bill on February 28, he said. The debate on the Transport Vote 
would start the next day, on February 29, and the Posts and Telecommunications 
Vote on March 13. The Additional Transport and Pests and Telecommunications' 
Bills would be introduced on February 22 and 29, respectively. Mr Schoeman 
also announced that the Assembly's Easter recess would be from April 13 to 24. 
[Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Jan 84 p 4] 
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UDF URGES UNITY--The United Democratic Front (UDF) yesterday called on the Me- 
dia Workers’ Association of South Africa's (Mwasa) two factions to come to- 
gether and resolve their problems. Meanwhile the general secretary of the Na- 
tional Union of Mineworkers (Num), Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, said this his union 
Supports the Mwasa group that has rejected white membership and affiliation to 
the UDF. This group consists of Johannesburg, Durban and Pietersburg members. 
Mr Ramaphosa said black and white workers have different interests. In its 
Statement UDF secretary, Mr Popo Molefe, said all the oppressed people of 
South Africa should unite because "it is when we are armed with unity that we 
can defeat the government's new dispensation. "While we welcome the decision 
by the Border and the Western Cape regions to join us, we are, however, looking 
forward to a time when Mwasa in its totality will become part of this most 
significant front since the Congress Alliance." UDF said this would enable 
Mwasa to play a historic role in the broad democratic struggle. The UDF said 
it learnt with "the deepest regret" that Mwasa had split at their congress 
held in East London at the weekend on the issues of affiliation to the organi- 
sation and on a non-racial position. [Text] [Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
1 Feb 84 p 2] 


PWAWU SEEKS TALKS--The Paper, Wood and Allied Workers' Union (PWAWU) has asked 
five plants owned by the Anglo American Mondi Papers to hold urgent wage and 
pension fund benefits talks with the union soon. The union's first shop- 
steward meeting in Durban at the weekend resolved to have joint discussions 
with management after the "ludicrous wage increases" given to workers by the 
Industrial Council. In a statement the union alleges that the company has 
refused to negotiate wages and pension fund benefits with them because "we have 
refused to join the Industrial Council." The company has insisted that it will 
only have discussions with the union at the Industrial Council. Another con« 
tentious issue the wnien wants to discuss with the company is the pension fund, 
about which the union has received many complaints. ''We have written to the 
company about these issues and expect a reply soon. The ball is in the man- 
agement's court and we expect them to play to avoid conflict," the union said. 
Mondi recently agreed to recognise PWAWU, but this agreement does not give the 
union wage bargaining rights at the company. [Text] [Johannesburg SOWETAN 

in English 1 Feb 84 p 6] 


CABINET CONTROLS SECURITY--All important decisions regarding the security of 
South Africa were taken by the full Cabinet, the Minister of Internal Affairs, 
Mr F W de Klerk, said yesterday. He was responding to statements made during 
the no-confidence debate by the leader of the Opposition, Dr Van Zyl Slabbert, 
that the State Security Council bypassed the Cabinet in decision-m-king. "A111 
Fundamental, important decisions are made by the full Cabinet," Mr De Klerk 
said. "I can also vouch that the Prime Minister leans over backwards and 
goes to great lengths to inform the Cabinet (of matters discussed by the State 
Security Council) and to get consensus on steps to be taken." The Cabinet was 
not dominated by any of its committees, Mr De Klerk added. [Text] [Johannes- 
burg THE CITIZEN in English 31 Jan 84 p 4] 


MORE VOTER POWER--Cape Town.--One of six committees planning a new system of 
local government for Whites, Indians and Coloureds, would investigate ways of 
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giving voters, rather than the provincial administrations, control over local 
aubhorities, the Minister of Constitutional Development and Planning, Mr Chris 
Heunis, said yesterday. Speaking at Cape Town's Civic Centre after the inau- 
gural session of the Council of the co-ordination of Local Government Affairs, 
Me Heunis, who is chairman of the council, said the committees would report 
their findings to the council on April 15. It was imperative the groups 
compiete their investigations in the shortest time possible, he said, adding 
that one of the six groups would study ways of developing authority (to local 
government), reducing the control of the provincial administrations and giving 
voters control of the local authorities. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English 31 Jan 84 p 4] 


"SASOL FOUR' PLANS DENIED--Rumours that Sasol has plans to build a new Sasol 
Four synthetic-fuel plant at Newcastle were angrily dismissed as "rubbish" this 
week by a senior company spokesman. He said he feared the rumours were being 
fanned by people who wanted to raise the price of land. The spokesman also 
criticised a N&wcastle newspaper for a front-page report this week hinting 

that Sasol Four might be on its way to the coal-mining Natal Midlands town. 
However, the managing director of the Newcastle Advertiser, Mr George Hill, 

who wrote the front-page report, said he had made it quite clear that what he 
had heard and reported were rumours. "But the rumours I heard came from very 
reliable sources," he said. [Text] [Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 22 Jan 
84 p 2] 


SPECIAL MASS FOR FATHER MKHATSHWA--All 35 bishops of the Roman Catholic Church 
in Southern Africa are expected to attend a special mass at the Johannesburg 
Cathedral tomorrow to pray for the release from detention of the secretary- 
general of the church's top executive. Father Smangaliso Mkhatshwa was de- 
tained in October last year in the Ciskei in terms of that state's National 
Security Act. His detention came barely four months after the lifting of the 
South African banning order on him. According to Archbishop Denis Hurley, the 
president of the Southern African Catholic Bishops Conference, now in session 
in Pretoria, the detention of Father Mkhatshwa was "the worst in all our en- 
tanglements with what passes for law". He said the church was trying hard-- 
through prayer and protest, and by diplomatic and legal means--to secure his 
release. The latest development was the appearance of Father Mkhatshwa in 
court in Alice on Friday, January 20, when he was charged under the National 
Security Act of Ciskei. The charge was under sections dealing with terrorism 
and subversive publications. A mass for the early release of Father Smangaliso 
will be celebrated on Sunday afternoon in the Cathedral of Christ the King, 
Johannesburg. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Jan 84 p 11] 


GENERAL NGCEBA DENIES ARREST--Unitata.--The Transkei's civil devence commissioner, 
Major-General Martin Ngceba, denied yesterday he was arrested on Thursday and 
said he had only been held "for a few hours" for questioning. Maj-Gen Ngceba 
said he was questioned by the Transkei Police "in connection with a family 
matter." He refused to elaborate an the matter. On Thursday Transkei's police 
liaison officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Mxolisi Juinba, said Maj-Gen Ngceba was ar- 
rested as he entered the Botha Sigcau Administration Building on his way to 

the offices of the civil defence force. Lt-Col Jumba said the former commis- 
sioner of the Transl:ei Police had been arrested for alleged assaults on a 
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witch-doctor at his home at Bolotwa near Idutywa. He said Maj-Gen Ngceba, 
together with a group of relatives, allegedly assaulted the witch-doctor and 
a group of six women suspected of witchcraft.--Sapa. [Text] [Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English 28 Jan 84 p 11] 


CSO: 3400/624 
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UPPER VOLTA 


DEFENSE MINISTER LINGANI DISCUSSES ASPECTS OF NEW ARMY 
Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French No 69, Dec 83 pp 58-67 


[Interview with Maj Jean-Baptiste Boukary Lingani, minister of national 
defense, by J. de Lestapis; date and place not given] 


[Text] The National Armed Forces (FAN) of Upper Volta have succeeded the 
Upper Voltan Armed Forces (FAV) as the symbol of national sovereignty, to 
guarantee domestic and foreign safety in a spirit of efficiency and service 
to the collective. 


Ready for revolution on a very fluid chessboard, they had to take action last 
4 August, for the fourth time since independence was won, in order to provide 
the advance of the state with new impetus and to reorganize it. In order to 
face up to new roles, the armed forces are called upon to undertake expanded 
missions, including the development of the political awareness and participa- 
tion in the development and collaboration in the military training of the 
people of whichthey are part. Also, henceforth, and in a single battle 
effort, the military and the civilians together wili defend the fatherland 
and work for it, within the framework of healthy discipline based on the 
conscious support of the men and the troops. 


The National Council of the Revolution (CNR), in the 2 October orientation 
speech, described the place of the National Armed Forces in the democratic 
and population revolution as follows: "...In accordance with the doctrine 
for the defense of revolutionary Upper Volta, a conscientious people cannot 
entrust the defense of their fatherland to a group of men without regard to 
competence. Conscientious peoples assume the defense of their fatherlands 
themselves. To this end, our armed forces are but a detachment more special- 
ized than the rest of the people in the tasks of ensuring the domestic and 
foreign security of Upper Volta, just as, although the health of our citizens 
is the business of the people and each Upper Voltan taken individually, there 
is and there will be a more specialized medical corps devoting more time to 
the public health issue. The revolution will assign three missions to the 
National Armed Forces: 


To be capable of combatting any domestic or foreign enemy, and participating 
in the military training of the rest of the people. This presumes an in- 
creased operational capacity, making of each soldier a competent combatant, 
to take the place of the old army, which was but a mass of wage-earners. 
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To participate in national production. In fact, the new military individual 
should live and suffer within the people to which he belongs. The parasitic 
army is gone. Henceforth, in addition to the handling of weapons, it will be 
in the fields, it will raise herds of cattle and sheep and flocks of poultry. 
It will build schools and dispensaries for the operation of which it will be 
responsible. It will maintain roads and will transport the mail, the sick 
and farm products from one region to another by air. 


To train each soldier as a revolutionary militant. The days are gone when 
there were claims that the neutrality and political nonaffiliation of the 
army were real, while making of it the rampart of reactionaries, and the 
guarantor of imperialist interests. Gone are the days when our national army 
conducted itself like a corps of foreign mercenaries in conquered territory. 
Those days will never again return. Equipped with political and ideological 
training, our soldiers, our noncommissioned and commissioned officers commit- 
ted to the revolutionary process, will cease to be criminals in power, to be- 
come conscious revolutionaries living within the people as a fish lives in 
water. 


An army in the service of the revolution, the National People's Army will not 
have room for any soldier who scorns his people, ridicules them or mistreats 
them. An army of the people in the service of the people--such is the new 
army we will build to replace the neocolonial army, a veritable tool of 
oppression and repression in the hands of the reactionary bourgeoisie, which 
makes use of it to dominate the people. Thus instead of blind obedience of 
their leaders by the soldiers, and of their superiors by the subordinates, a 
heaithy discipline will be developed which, while being strict, will be based 
on the conscious support of the men and the troops. Unlike the viewpoints of 
the reactionary officers motivated by the colonial spirit, making the army 
politically aware and revolutionary does not mean the end of discipline. 
Discipline in a politicized army will be of a new nature. It will be a 
revolutionary discipline, in other words discipline which takes its strength 
from the fact that the officer and the soldier, the ranking and nonranking 
military are equal in terms of human dignity, and do not differ one from the 
other except in their specific tasks and respective responsibilities. Strong 
in this understanding of the relations among men, the military cadres must 
respect their men, love them and treat them equitably. 


Here toothe Committees for the Defense of the Revolution (CDR) have a basic 
role to play. The militants in the CDR within the army must be the tireless 
pioneers in building the national people's army of the democratic and people's 
state, the basic tasks of which will be: 


--domestically, the defense of the rights and the interests of the people, 
the maintenance of the revolutionary order and the safeguarding of the demo- 


cratic and people's regime; and 


--abroad, the defense of our territorial integrity.” 


Breaking with the archaic neocolonial methods, the Upper Voltan army is thus 
being reorganized. It is being purged by certain dismissals, new units are 





being created, and it will henceforth come under the control of a high com- 
mand taking the place of the old general staff. As far as the military are 
concerned, they are but the vanguard of popular defense. They are merely 
specialists entrusted more particularly with defense, having the competence 
and the technical capacity in the military sector, and they must be harmoni- 
ously and correctly integrated in the revolutionary process in progress. The 
Committees for the Defense of the Revolution were created in the corps to 
help them in this process. 


In connection with the 22nd anniversary of the establishments of the FAV on 1 
November, the new army of the people made its first appearance, receiving an 
ovation from the entire population of Ouagadougou, which has thus given the 
most favorable welcome to these new forces for defense and security. This 
was in addition an opportunity for the minister of national defense and the 
veterans, Maj Jean-Baptiste Boukary Lingani, commander in chief of the FAN, 
to recall the new provisions governing the destiny of the army of the revolu- 
tion: 


",.eAllow me first, on behalf of the president of the National Council of the 
Revolution and chief of state, Comrade Thomas Sankara, and on behalf of all 
of you, to extend greetings and to thank all of the leading personalities 
present here, all of the military delegations from friendly countries which 
have come to do honor by their presence to the various ceremonies marking the 
22nd anniversary of the establishment of the National Armed Forces. The 
major military delegations we are greeting here today...come from the armed 
forces of Ghana, Libya, Mali and Niger. At this decisive turning point in 
the history of our country, during which our armed forces are experiencing 
major revolutionary changes, their presence is of great importance and repre- 
sents a mark of the militant availability characteristic of the links in the 
securitv chain we want to establish among our peoples. 


-.. Today, on 1 November 1983, we are rejoicing as we celebrate, in a 
spirit of national awakening and responsibility, the 22nd anniversary of the 
establishment of our armed forces. It is not a moment for the usual monoton- 
ous, insipid and demagogic assessments. In fact, what can we say of an army 
whose basic characteristics have for 22 years been those of a neocolonial, 
repressive, nonpopular army? 


The event which we are celebrating today is indeed, following the historic 
date of 4 August 1983, the birth of a rehabilitated army in the nation. 


Militant men and women of the Upper Voltan revolution, it has now then been 
several months since the National Armed Forces, allied with progressive 
civilian forces, launched the revolutionary process in the name of the entire 
Upper Voltan people. Since 4 August 1983, animated by the indestructible 
will to rehabilitate and reestablish the prestige of our people, which had 
previously been destroyed, exploited and weakened by the internal struggles 
organized and provoked by the local political-bureaucratic and military reac- 
tionaries, with strong support from the monetary powers and international 
imperialism, the military and civilian patriots have decided, in full know- 
ledge of what they were doing, to put a definitive end to the situation of 


83 











national indignity and shame into which the neocolonial regimes of surrender 
and betrayal had plunged our country: Upper Volta. In taking on this his- 
toric responsibility, the Naticnal Armed Forces deliberately committed them- 
selves at this time to serve the Upper Voltan people faithfully and loyally, 
to defend their basic interests at all costs, and to pursue their revolution- 
ary advance victoriously and in discipline, dignity and honor, side by side 
with our popular masses, mobilized in support of the goals of the National 
Council of the Revolution and the orientation address of 2 October 1983. 


In this connection, it is suitable to recall the three basic missions the 
revolution assigns to the National Armed Forces. 


First of all, to be capable of combatting any domestic or foreign enemy, and 
participating in the military training of the rest of the people. This pre- 
sumes an increased operational capacity making of each soldier a competent 
combatant, replacing the old army which was but a mass of wage earners. To 
achieve this, the operational capacity of our armed forces will be achieved 
by upgrading the technical and tactical instruction and training on all 
levels and in all sectors, taking into account a concern with efficiency and 
profitability, through a rational and functional equipment policy, through 
the constant development and raising of the qualitative level of the moral 
forces which are always the last rampart of the soldier, and through the 
sense of revolutionary discipline and honcr, determination, courage, self- 
sacrifice, self-mastery, faith and conviction. 


The efficiency of any credible defense depends on the people in arms, and the 
people of Upper Volta must guarantee their own defense. The army will par- 
ticipate in their military training. To this end, our various provinces are 
called upon to accept the assignment of military detachments entrusted with 
the military staffing and training of the population in the near future. As 
a result, if the enemies of the people dare to attack in the future, they 
will no longer find themselves faced with an army, but with an entire people 
who are retaliating. The people will be organized within the framework of 
the operational defense of the territory (DOT). 


Secondly, participation in national production. In fact, the new soldier 
should live and suffer with the people to which he belongs. The parasitic 
army is a thing of the past. Henceforth, in addition to the handling of 
weapons, the army will be in the fields, it will raise herds of cattle and 
sheep and flocks of poultry. It will build schools and dispensaries, for the 
operation of which it will be responsible. It will maintain roads and trans- 
port the mail, sick persons and farm products from one region to another by 
air. Thus our armed forces, within the framework of the integration of the 
army with the people, will destroy the neocolonial and antiprogressive taboos 
and prejudices linked with military functions, and tending to prohibit manual 
and farm work. 


This is an opportunity to announce the imminent convocation of an interminis- 
terial seminar for the purpose of establishing the practical and functional 
methods of involving the army in production tasks. The vocational training 
of the soldier will be its normal corollary. 
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Thirdly, the training of each soldier as a revolutionary militant. The time 
is past when the reality of neutrality and political nonaffiliation in the 
army was asserted, while at the same time making of it the rampart of the 
reactionaries and the guarantor of egotistical and imperialist interests. 

The time is past when our national army conducted itself like a corps of 
foreign mercenaries in conquered territory. Equipped with political and 
ideological training, our soldiers and our noncommissioned and commissioned 
officers committed to the revolutionary process will cease to be criminals in 
power and will become conscious revolutionaries, living among the people as a 
fish lives in water. More specifically, what are the tasks this new concept 
imposes upon us? 


Discussions and information, consciousness raising and political mobilization 
meetings will be organized on all levels and in all the barracks, allowing 
each soldier to develop his level of political awareness, to understand the 
daily battle of the people from which he comes, to combat political obscuran- 
tism, to understand that the civilians and the military are waging the same 
battle, and that there is no barrier between them, to understand and to 
combat intrigues and the base maneuverings of the reactionaries and the 
imperialists. Each soldier will enroll in the school of the revolution. 


The creation of the CDR in the corps will provide a support and a suitable 
framework for this political training of the soldier in a people's national 
army which must always draw its strength from firm cohesion and a healthy, 
strict, revolutionary discipline. 


Finally, in the drafting of the new training and educational programs in the 
army, the new political factors on all levels must be taken into account. 


Each soldier must regard himself as a militant in the democratic and popular 
revolution, devoting himself at his post to following the general line estab- 
lished in the orientation speech of 2 October 1983. This is the duty of each 
soldier in uniform, each consistently patriotic military individual--fighting 
firmly and honestly beside the National Armed Forces to bring about the con- 
crete realization of new structures and to ensure success in the new missions 
which are to transform our present colonial and neocolonial army definitively 
into a truly revolutionary and popular army in the service of the people.” 


It was almost 1/700 men who marched along Independence Avenue, the Champs 
Elysees of Ouagadougou, parading past the established corps and large festive 
crowds, chanting revolutionary slogans. Beginning with music provided by the 
revolutionary gendarmerie which led off the demonstration, the troop commands 
were followed in turn by the revolutionary gendarmerie, the command and sup- 
port regiment, a military brass band from Ghana, the artillery group, the air 
base contingent, another military brass band from Libya, mainly composed of 
girls, the detachment from the Revolutionary Cadets School (ECR), the detach- 
ments from the customs office and the Department of Water and Forests,the 
Revolutionary Security Company (CRS), the 15th CDR Brigade, the detachment 
from the National Commando Training Center (CNEC), which demonstrated a new 
marching step for the first time, arousing considerable comment, the firemen, 
the motorcycle escort of the gendarmerie, and finally, the veterans, always 
the recipients of much applause. 
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Apart from individual equipment, attack rifles of all kinds, machine pistols 
and grenades, the only more substantial equipment displayed included two SAMO 
all-terrain light vehicles from Simi (France), on each of which was mounted 
an operator equipped with a SAM-7 ground-air missile launcher, and a group of 
tractor-drawn artillery rocket launchers of the Chinese 63-MRL type, with 12 
107mm barrels. 


In order to acquire a better understanding of this people's army, we met with 
Commander Lingani, who is minister of defense and veterans and who was quite 
willing to answer our questions. 


[Question] Mr Minister, can you tell us how the new National Armed Forces 
will be organized, in comparison to the FAV of the past? 


[Answer] The new National Armed Forces are still in the process of being 
organized at present, and they are not yet entirely altered. As a function 
of the new political goals established by Comrade Sankara in his orientation 
speech on 2 October last, and based on the 4 August proclamation, new tasks 
now fall to the armed branches in our country. In addition to their classic 
missions in defense of the integrity of our territory, as guarantors of the 
domestic and foreign security of the nation, the new missions assigned to the 
armed branches are basically of three kinds, and on the political level, we 
want them to be much more extensively integrated with the people. 


This presumes above all that we have an operational army, and generally 
speaking this involves three classic components: 


--The army must be trained, must drill and thus engage in many exercises. We 
will quite obviously give this policy priority. 


--It must be equipped. We must make an effort in material allocations, and 
in any case, define a certain equipment policy which is as rational and cor- 
rect as possible. 


--Finally, in order for an army to be functional, it must be disciplined. 
The morale must be high and there must be cohesion within the armed forces. 
There, generally speaking, are the three factors we defined as necessary for 
our armed forces to be functional and efficient. 


Thus if they are functional, they can better carry out their classic missions 
pertaining to defense and our territorial integrity, as the guarantors of the 
domestic and foreign security of the territory. This is the first mission, 
the classic mission, which falls to all the armies in the world. The second 
mission assigned to our armed forces within the framework of the revolution 
is that of seeking greater integration in the nation and the people. 


[Question] Why must they be integrated? 
[Answer] It is necessary first of all to go back a bit into the past. Our 


army was one with neocolonial characteristics, or at least characteristics 
which were ill-adapted to our realities. It has been an army conducting 
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itself somewhat like foreigners in our country, sometimes like an army of 
occupation. Thus it suffered from a certain unpopularity because of this. 
The Upper Voltan army appeared to be an army made up of people functioning on 
conquered land. It is true that our soldiers victimized the civilians. I do 
not say that all soldiers committed this extortion, but some did. When you 
see their conduct you are ashamed of wearing the uniform. This is true. Be- 
cause they wear the uniform, they believe that they must persecute civilians 
because they are stronger and have weapons. They sometimes violate and rape 
women because, they say, they are soldiers. They want...I do not know...to 
see the show without paying. Thus you see soldiers going to the cinema, 
entering and taking seats. They are asked please to observe the necessary 
requirements--to pay for their seats first and to sit where they are told. 
Then they protest indignantly that this kind of thing should be asked of 
“soldiers.” 


[Question] Doesn't this reflect weakness in the command? 


[Answer] Oh, yes! Of course! One must go back to the commanders. The 
third component of the new missions of the armed forces involves their par- 
ticipation in development, specifically in the field and with full involve- 
ment. 


[Question] You have said that the army must be trained. How are the mili- 
tary and their cadres trained in your country, since there are not sufficient 
cadres, as you have recently said? 


[Answer] Until now the training of officers has basically been provided in 
such countries as France, Cameroon, Algeria, Morocco, Madagascar, the USA, 
etc. 


[Question] And today? 


[Answer] Today, we naturally maintain the same relations with these coun- 
tries, and there is no reason to suspend them. On the contrary, we have 
sought new approaches, for these countries cannot respond to all of our 
requirements in training and equipment needs. They accept three of our sol- 
diers here, four there and five somewhere else. In the final analysis, all 
of this together does not suffice for our needs. 


[Question] Are these needs you mention in the foreign sector consistent with 
the spirit of anti-neocolonialist struggle underlying the Upper Voltan revo- 
lution? 


[Answer] I think that anti-neocolonialism lies more in the realm of think- 
ing. I do not believe that one is more anti-imperialist or more anti-neo- 
colonialist when one goes to this or that country rather than this or that 
other country for training. I think that this is a question of conviction. 


[Question] You have planned for the construction of a military academy in 
Kambouinsin. When will it be operational? 
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[Answer] In fact, this is an old project. You know that all of the Upper 
Voltan projects are linked with our eternal financing problem. We viewed the 
academy as a need, for we believe that cadres trained here on the spot are, i 
will not say necessarily more efficient, but in any case it is better to 
train one's own cadres at home, because our training takes our national real- 
ities into account. Those trained abroad, of whom I am one, have been forced 
on their return to the country to revise their training somewhat. One must 
speak the truth: it is a fact that one learns many things abroad which are 
often superfluous and not necessarily needed here. Thus a little reeducation 
and adaptation is needed. 


[Question] What equipment policy will you provide for the National Armed 
Forces? 


[Answer] We do not have great ambitions in the equipment policy sector. 
Here too, the financial problem is a harsh reality. Therefore we believe 
that, on the one hand, with the minimum of men we already have, we can 
exploit the existing resources rationally with better organization. I think 
in fact that there is serious problem of utilization of resources in our 
armed forces. In addition, as a function of our new policy, there are cer- 
tain types of equipment which must be given priority over others, certain 
types of equipment which we are currently studying. 


[Question] Are you thinking more especially of artillery, air defense, 
armored groups? 


[Answer] Naturally, but this already exists. After all, we do have air 
defense means. We must seek to improve them. 


[Question] During the celebration of the 22nd anniversary of the establish- 
ment of the armed forces in your country on 1 November, you presented new 
weapons such as the 107mm B-11 artillery rocket launchers and the SAM-7 anti- 
aircraft missiles. Is this a matter of new and modern equipment for your 
country? 


[Answer] That is correct. This is part of the minor novelties we have pur- 
chased. In the final analysis, we must not nurture any illusions, because we 
do not have large quantities of them. But in any case, we have them and this 
strengthens our operational plan. That gives us dynamism! 


[Question] It was stated in the orientation address previously mentioned 
that the army must henceforth go into the fields to participate in national 
production, and guarantee civil construction projects, in addition to its 
purely military duties of defending the fatherland and the revolution. How 
can this mission be compatible with the tasks of the armed branches, since 
these are very different vocations, and by diversifying, one reduces the 
specific specialization needed by any military man? 


[Answer] Your approach is correct and the question must be raised. A priori 
and at first glance, one can in fact wonder when considering this new task of 
the army, which involves pushing it toward production somewhat, how this can 
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be compatible with the classic missions traditionally assigned to it. Aren't 
we risking sacrificing one aspect for another? I think that all of this is 
but a question of organization, and I heavily stress the problem of organiza- 
tion. I can tell you that in the past, we saw that the army sometimes marked 
time a bit too much. Thus, practically speaking, the free time can be used 
to have it do something else. A few moments ago I spoke of the problem of 
resources. In order to undertake instruction, training, maneuvers and exer- 
cises, resources are needed. Since the Upper Voltan army did not have the 
possibility of planning this kind of training, time was spent doing fatigue 
duty when there was no instruction. The courtyards of the barracks were 
swept and other ninor chores of this sort were done--useful of course, but 
not priority. Thus this time might as well be used to do something much more 
useful. In other words, our policy will involve using what was formerly free 
time to do something more constructive. I do not think that this will re- 
quire of us more time than in the past. It is only a question of knowing how 
to use the time which was wasted in the past doing other things, doing total- 
ly useless things. Do you understand? 


[Question] The soldier must keep in mind his role in defense of the nation, 
the role which represents his main function. If you inculcate a concept of 

economic production in him, will you not extinguish his enthusiasm as a war- 
rior? 


[Answer] Don't you think, on the other hand, that defending the nation and 
producing for it can be compatible? Defense is in fact expressed in various 
concepts: armed military defense, and also economic defense. Contributing to 
production is really a form of defense. Of course, there are civilian offi- 
cials whose specific role this is. But the fact that the armed branches par- 
ticipate in national production does not mean this will be their essential 
task, either. As the other side of what I said a few moments ago, enough 
time will remain to train the military for armed defense efficiently. 


[Question] Do you contemplate military farm operations? 


[Answer] I do indeed! We will propose that each group, each regiment estab- 
lish military farms. 


[Question] Again on the basis of the orientation speech, each soldier should 
be trained as a revolutionary militant, and should have a critical spirit and 
his own political option. Does this mean that he is free to make his own 
assessment of the mission entrusted to him? What happens if he decides that 
the reason for this mission is unjustified? 


[Answer] In principle, within the new concept of things we have regarding 

the army, this should not pose any threat to authority or discipline, because 
what is it we want, after all? The military must understand what is happen- 
ing. Not understand more or less, but understand in order to be more effi- 

cient, to conduct themselves better and to execute orders properly. To date 
what has been happening? We have done many things. We have given orders and 
a number of them have not been carried out for lack of understanding of what 
was involved. The new soldier, while obeying, should know why he is obeying, 








why he is executing a given order. This should not lead to the challenging 
of authority, for this would be serious. Discipline, as has been said, is 
the main strength of any army. It is important that the military be aware of 
the justice in this discipline. 


[Question] Do you not fear that there will be a lag in the implementation of 
an order, a delay while the recipient seeks to understand it? 


[Answer] We do not believe that it is necessary to explain everything in- 
volved before giving an order. We say that the continuing education of the 
soldier will predispose him to a better understanding of the orders resulting 
from that education. 


[Question] Revolutionary discipline presumes that all of the men making up 
the armed forces will be equal in human dignity and will not differ one from 
the other except in specific tasks and their respective responsibilities. 
The colonial and neocolonial armies have a hierarchic structure to the point 
that only the commanders responsible have the power of choice with a view to 
better actions. The subordinates are under their orders. If one establishes 
dialogue among individuals with a view to better understanding and participa- 
tion, a number of ideas are then set forth, not all of which necessarily 
point in the same direction. How then, in your opinion, is it possible to 
contribute to understanding by better training and effective information, in 
the way you have just explained, so that the missions decided upon, selected 
and ordered by the commanders will be executed without dispute? 


[Answer] Here again I would recall history. The aspect of matters you are 
stressing here was a response to the desire to correct certain injustices we 
saw in the past. When I say injustice, I do not know if that is a proper 
word. 


The attitude of the cadres toward the troops and the soldiers in the past was 
bad and evil. Too often the superior regarded the soldiers under his orders 
as less than dirt. Certain orders and certain tasks entrusted to the sol- 
diers here were disgusting. 


Do you recall the system which existed in the colonial days and which we 
maintained here in this army--the orderlies who served the officers? You see 
that this example is rather important. Understanding as it existed until 
then involved using such an orderly for menial tasks, sometimes treating him 
as less than human. He had to wash the dishes of the officer's wife, he 
sometimes went to the market or pounded corn, some even say that these sol- 
diers assigned as orderlies washed the personal linen of the wives. This 
could be a kind of exaggeration, but it could also be true. Some commanders, 
moreover, used their drivers for tasks having nothing to do with the duties 
of the armed forces, such as taxiing their wives and children, etc. It is 
this kind of relations between commanders and subordinates which we must 
review in full. It is important for the soldier to be given back his dig- 
nity, to be regarded as a man. Indeed he is subordinate, but this is not a 
reason for him to be deprived of his elementary right to live as a human 
being, like everyone else. 
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{Question] Does this individual dignity you speak of mean that the soldier 
must become a farmer? And if this work does not suit him, will you take the 
personal point of view of each individual as to what is or is not good for 
him into account? Is he not above all a soldier? 


[Answer] There is nothing degrading in being a peasant. This is precisely a 
part of the work of changing thinking we have undertaken. We must make the 
soldier understand that working the land is neither debasing nor humiliating, 
but constructive and productive, and not only reserved for certain categories 
of citizens on a certain level. You know, a number of soldiers are already 
cultivating for themselves fields which belong to them. They have farms, 
small breeding enterprises they maintain perfectly. Thus I do not think it 
is because the state will ask them to do this work now that they will find it 
degrading. No, really, I do not think so. 


The thinking of those who dislike this must be changed, indeed adapted. This 
is the revolutionary spirit. Thinking is changed little by little by educa- 
tion and explanation. It is necessary to persuade the people, while respect- 
ing them. 


[Question] What is the purpose of the Committees for the Defense of the 
Revolution in the national armed branches? 


[Answer] The CDR in the armed branches will have to undertake the same tasks 
as do the CDR among the civilians. In other words, the military CDR will 
participate in the consciousness-raising and military training of the sol- 
dier, in the mobilization of the military to carry out tasks of a political 
nature, development tasks, the tasks of mobilization in the service of the 
goals of the National Council of the Revolution. The CDR are an auxiliary to 
the commanders for the conscioustiess-raising and the political work to be 
undertaken on the troop level. The CDR will of course receive from the 
political leadership the directions to be reflected on the troop level, just 
as they will have to transmit the aspirations of the base level upward toward 
the summit. This is similar to the system which exists in France, with the 
soldier's committees. 


[Question] Is there joirit command of the CDR and the military? 


[Answer] The military commanders cannot be excluded from the CDR. You can 
easily imagine what this would yield as a result: conflict within the com- 
mands, and incompatible parallel actions. Thus I am, if you wish, the CDR 
commander in the army. It is inconceivable that what has been planned and is 
in progress within the CDR in the army could be done outside what I am doing 
and undertake, or then I would lose my place! The same is the case for any 
commander in the military hierarchy.The corpscommander, for example, cannot 
be excluded from the CDR in his regiment or his corps. He directs them, he 
serves as their head, he gives them guidance, just as the CDR inform him and 
help him to correct certain things in the field. The authority is shared to 
avoid excesses and in order to establish a better base for the revolution. 
Thus all of our military commanders are political leaders as well. Their 
duties are not only the technical work to be done, commanding and giving 


91 

















orders. They must inspire the revolution, defend it, guarantee it and expand 
it. They sponsor the political life in their corps, which they know well, just 
as they motivate the military life with a view to liberating the soldiers. 

The soldier remains limited with regard to the hierarchy. With the CDR, he 

can better express himself thanks to the political structure. The military 
hierarchy, for its part, sometimes creates difficulties in relationships. 


[Question] But does this have any relation to what one could call a 
soldier's defense union? 


[Answer] No, the CDR should not perceive their role as being on the same 
level as that of a union. They must defend the interests of the soldier to 
the extent that the soldier should be integrated in the people of which he is 
a part, and which he must defend. They will always try to rise above their 
petty personal interests within a regiment or a company. It is necessary at 
allcosts to avoid the danger of converting the CDR into petty union bodies in 
the armed branches. It is necessary to rise above low-level complaints such 
as "the mess is not functioning well, or we do not have uniforms..." They 
must not play a role which would be of an exclusively material nature. 


fQuestion] Last May, Surgeon General Ouedraogo is reported to have appealed 
to the Nonaggression and Defense Aid Agreement (ANAD) (within the framework 
of the member nations of the CEAO and Togo) for intervention in Upper Volta. 
What precisely were the facts? 


[Answer] I could not give you details on this matter, because we ourselves 
were in priscn then. What happened during this period has not been fully 
established. On the other hand, on our release we did in fact hear reports 
according to which the secretary general of the ANAD, Gen Tavares Da Souza, 
visited Upper Volta several times, or in any case spent considerable time in 
Ouagadougou. This visit was reported to have to do with the possibility of 
an intervention planned by the ANAD with regard to the regime in Upper Volta 
at the time. But it is true, and there are troubling reports which lead one 
to believe in fact, that the secretary geneital of the ANAD at the time could 
not have been unaware of what happened on 17 May. 


[Question] Was this consistent with the bylaws governing the ANAD which we 
published in our May issue? 


[Answer] This is precisely what surprises us. We find this curious, because 
the ANAD is not in existence to defend regimes, but rather to defend the mem- 
ber nations against any form of aggress‘ion from outside these nations. We do 
not understand why at a given moment the ANAD contemplated intervening in a 
domestic, purely Upper Voltan matter. This displeases us greatly. 


[Question] What do you think of the ANAD following these events? 


[Answer] Despite everything, we still remain within the ANAD. We did not 
close the door on this account. On the contrary, we would like the ANAD to 
redefine its goals, or in any case, to respect its bylaws, the goals for 
which it was created. As its name indicates, it is an organization for non- 
aggression and aid :u the realm of defense within the subregional framework. 
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Thus it is important for it to take the necessary steps to defend the inter- 
ests of the peoples belonging to the member nations of the ANAD, rather than 
seeking different goals, examining whether the color of this or that regime 
in this or that nation does or does not please it. 


[Question] What do you think of the Sixth ANAD Summit Meeting which has just 
been held in Niamey, Niger? 


[Answer] This summit meeting was more a multisummit, because not only the 
ANAD was represented there. But within the framework of the ANAD, not much 
happened. There were the usual discussions: finance, personnel status, 
reelection of the secretary general, that is to say Gen Tavares Da Souza. 
Nothing out of the way. 


[Question] And what about the new goals of defending the economy and 
civilian defense which were brought up during that meeting? 


[Answer] These are noble goals. It is a good idea for the ANAD to take 
charge of this, and for each member nation to participate in defense in all 
its forms, but within the framework of its sovereignty, pure and simple. 


I hope that these new ANAD approaches toward other goals, toward other types 
of defense, will be pursued in respect for the independence of each nation. 
This should not become a devious and indirect form of intervention in the 
organization of defense of each nation. It is important to make this point, 
or in any case to set forth this reservation. 


[Question] How should these economic and civil defense measures function 
within the framework of the ANAD, when there are sponsoring ministries in 
each nation responsible for the paramilitary, customs, game-keeping, forest 
warden and coast guard forces whom these new goals would involve? 


[Answer] There is a form of coordination and reconciliation to be found on 
the level of the member nations of the ANAD, so that each national defense 
policy can be more effective. Economic and civil defense in our region 
should be better executed, because the portion of the blood and sweat of our 
countries and our peoples utilized therein is a substantial one. This is 
still something which is new for us, and the experts are continuing their 
studies in this field. We will have occasion to discuss it further. 


[Question] In order to combat the poaching and the smuggling along the 
frontiers, what do you think of the right of pursuit for the paramilitary 
forces of a member nation who must enter the territory of another member 
nation in order to arrest the smugglers or poachers? 


[Answer] Watch out for misunderstandings! There are limits which must be 
respected and they must take the sovereignty essential to each nation into 
account. This is a very delicate matter, for if adherence to the proper and 
necessary limits is lacking, the result is the abuses and excesses which lead 
to regrettable misunderstandings which may culminate in much more serious 
events. It is thus essential to observe certain limits, which remain to be 
defined by the various authorities in each country. A clear and harmonious 
definition here must be established before beginning. 
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The role of the ANAD in these matters is purely technical, to the extent that 
it is a military organization which can make available to the ministry in- 
volved in anv given nation, for example finance or water and forests, the 
resources, structures and advice which will allow the policy of each nation 
in that sector to be implemented more correctly. Otherwise, I do not see how 
this can be conceived. 


[Question] But is the existence of the ANAD well-founded, in your view? 


[Answer] Yes, on condition that it respects its goals, and is not an 
indirect transposition of a kind of military organization with goals which 
are not known to us and which we cannot control--a hegemonic or imperialist 
Organization, if you will. If the ANAD does not fall within these contexts, 
if it has no goals of this kind, the ANAD can be regarded as a good thing. 


Now, if the ANAD involves plans or objectives which we cannot control, there 
is room in fact for worry about its future existence. I can say honestly 
that it has happened that we in Upper Volta have wondered about the existence 
of the ANAD, its reason for being, to the extent that we have noted, that is 
to say that in the time it has existed, about 8 years, to speak specifically, 
we have not seen what it has done consistent with the theoretical goals de- 
fined in the text of its bylaws. For example, we for our part in Upper Volta 
think that since it was established, the ANAD should have organized maneuvers 
involving the member nations in accordance with its assigned tasks, including 
theoretical, tactical and practical training exercises in the field, so that 
all of the parties involved could come to know each other and to function 
together. To date, there have only been conferences, conferences involving 
much discussion and that is all. When the ANAD has had occasion to inter- 
vene, it has been in the form of interference in the affairs of the member 
nations, such as the case on 17 May in Upper Volta to which we referred. 
Apart from that, how the ANAD is preparing for defense and nonaggression on 
the part of the member nations is not known, because concretely, in the 
field, nothing has been done to date. And furthermere, a more serious thing 
justifying our worries about the ANAD, is that we have seen that the member 
nations of the ANAD which signed and ratified the ANAD agreements have numer- 
ous times organized maneuvers, exercises and training programs with countries 
having nothing to do with the member nations of the ANAD. And yet, among our 
ANAD member nations, we are doing nothing. How can this be explained? We 
are awaiting the future, waiting for the ANAD to define itself more fully, 
and prove in fact to us that it does indeed embrace the theoretical goals 
already defined. It is this which it is important for us to know. 


[Question] Do you mean that Upper Volta is challenging the existence of the 
ANAD? 


[Answer] If Upper Volta were to make its contribution to a redefinition of 
the goals and dimensions of the ANAD, we would think that such an organiza- 
tion would have credibility if it served the interests of the countries 

making it up. It should seek to orient its tasks toward two types of goals: 


--The goals of defense as such, the actual armed defense, if possible, of one 
of the nations against any form of aggression which might come from abroad-- 
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imperialist aggression, mercenary aggression, aggression in an effort to 
damage the interests of one of the member states. 


--In addition, we are underdeveloped countries and our economic problems con- 
stitute our main concern. Thus the ANAD should study the best economic 
method in which it can contribute to each of the member nations and the 
nations as a whole. If Upper Volta were called upon to contribute to the 
redefinition to the goals of the ANAD, it is this kind of proposal we would 
like to make: that there be in its activities more agreement, more harmony in 
the decisions adopted and in the perception of the policy of this organiza- 
tion, so as to eliminate certain misunderstandings. 


[Question] What then is your assessment of the ANAD? 


[Answer] What has been achieved is little. In 8 years of existence, what 
has the ANAD built for our countries? While there is life there is hope, and 
so we hope that things will improve, but this seems costly and this institu- 
tion is parasitic. We are contributing our part of the required fees, and 
although we are poor, we should also expect and demand of it conclusive 
res‘:lts. 


The military are accustomed to undertaking training, exercises and maneuvers 
--these things which are useful and indispensable if they are to be effective 
--by themselves. Therefore why not undertake maneuvers involving the Ivory 
Coast and Upper Volta or Togo and Upper Volta, or other nations, acting in 
such a way that the forces know each other, understand each other, rub elbows 
one with the other in the field, together, so that it will really be a ques- 
tion of seeing if we are efficient? 


[Question] But isn't the ANAD above all an expression of peace? 


[Answer] Do you think so? It is necessary to redefine nonaggression: 
aggression by whom against whom? 


[Question] The definition of the UN on this subject, in Resolution No 3314 
(XXIX) of the 14 December 1981 ANAD Protocol, and Article 20, Section XV of 
that protocol is clear on this subject. 


[Answer] Really? Many questions arise, it is true. For our part, this does 
not honestly satisfy us. An evaluation does not persuade us and we are not 
truly satisfied. But we remain members, in the hope that the ANAD will fin- 
ally pass its tests. We went to Niamey without enthusiasm, without knowing 
what we would say. After reflection, we have seen that the overall balance, 
if such exists, is rather negative. Now what is the purpose of membership, 
and also what purpose does it serve? The question arises, and thus we plan 
to attend the next summit meeting, in the hope that answers will finally be 
provided to our concerns. 


5157 
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ZIMBABWE 


ECONOMICS PROFESSOR EXAMINES POLITICAL, ECONOMIC MISTAKES, OUTLOOK 


Gweru MOTO in English No 19, Dec 83-Jan 84 pp 13-15 


[Article ty Ann Seidman, professor of economics, University of Zimbabwe: 


"Can Zimbabwe Avoid the Economic Disasters of Other African States?"] 


[Text ] 


ALTHOUGH Ghana, Zambia and Tanzania 
differ in significant respects, the tasks con- 
fronting them at independence were in each 
case shaped by the distorted nature of their 
inhericu political economies. Close to a cen- 
tury of the colonialism and bequeathed to all 
thece export enclaves geared to the export of 
crude materials and the import of manu- 
factured goods, dominated by transnational 
corporations which drained away a major 
share of the investable surplus they 
generated. 


The masses of their populations remained 
immersed in grinding poverty. To overcome 
that poverty, the new governments needed to 
introduce two sets of fundamental institu- 
tional changes. First, to restructure the state 
machinery to ensure that it represented the 
interests of closely-knit alliance of working 
people and peasants; and, second, to 
strengthen state control of the ‘‘command- 
ing heights’? — the banks and financial insti- 
tutions, export-import and internal whole- 
sale trade, and basic industries — in order to 
implement physical and financial plans to 
1edirect locally generated investable sur- 
pluses to provide increasingly productive 
employment opportunities and higher living 
standards for the majority of their in- 
habitants. 


All three countries adapted socialist or 
numanistic rhetoric. Yet, their new govern- 
ments failed to implement policies required 
to achieve step-by-step progress towards 


these goals. Instead, they borrowed heavily — 


to finance growing expenditures — schools, 
clinics, rural roads — to fulfil the popular 
expectations bred of independence.” They 


built extensive infrastructure and created in- - 
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centives to attract foreign investors, accept- 
ing the wisdom that these policies would 
engender growth. 


But they failed to create a leadership party 
capable of commenting on a working class- 
peasant alliance, a party which, based on 
scientific social-economic analysis, could 
guide and monitor government in making 
the essential institutional changes to assert 
popular control over the state machinery and 
the commanding heights of the economy. 
Too often, an emergent. class — what has 
come to be termed a ‘‘bureaucratic 
bourgeoisie’ ——- assumed control of the rul- 
ing party and exercised state capitalist 
powers to service its own interests rather 
than those of the masses. Under the guise of 
closing the ‘‘rural-urban gap’’, the govern- 
ments implemented measures curbing 
workers’ wage demands, but failed to en- 
force measures to redirect the resulting pro- 
fits to more balanced integrated develop- 
ment of the nation’s productive forces. 
» Their failure to formulate and implement 
plans to restructure their economies 
sometimes stemmed from lack of know- 
ledge, sometimes from the adoption of 
western economic orthodoxy which let 
private enterprise, now ‘‘partners’’ with 
state firms, make key investment decisions. 

Sometimes the new office holders clashed 


with transnational corporate interests, parti- 
cularly over their reluctance to. hasten 
Africanization. Increasingly, however, they 
collaborated with corporate managers, often 
sitting together with them on boards of 
directors of newly created parastatals tha: 
governed wide sectors of the economy. 











The relative decline in the prices of the 


crude exports. on which their economies re- 
mained dependent thwarted efforts to raise 
national and per capita incomes. Govern- 
ment revenues failed to keep pace with 
expanding social and economic infrastruc- 
tural spending. Domestic and. foreign debts 
mounted, spurring inflationary pressures. 
‘More investable surpluses flowed out of the 
economy in the form of interests payments 
to foreign lenders. IMF advice, upon accept- 
ance of which depended further loans, en- 
tailed reduced efforts to restructure the na- 
tional economy, as well as cutbacks fn social 
welfare spending, imposing the burden of 
the crises on the backs of the poor. 
Leokin’ ac Zimbabwe's experience over 
the last tnree years, one observes similar un- 
satisfactory trends, aggravated by the fact 
that Zimbabwe attained independence as the 
capitalist world struggled with mounting 
economic crises. Zimbabwe inherited an 


economy different in two key respects from 


the three countries so far reviewed. 

First, the colonial state had gi anted some 
6 000 white commercial farmers the most 
fertile half of arable land in the nation, 
coercing Africans into rocky, sandy, ill- 
watered soils to provide a reserve of low cost 
labour. 

Second, during UDI, the local (minority) 
capitalist class directed state capitalist in- 
tervention to alternately coerce and collabo- 
rate with transnational corporations to 
mobilize and reinvest a significant share of 
the locally generated investable surplus to 
build a largely import-substitution-type 
manufacturing sector, including some 
capital goods industries. 

This sector, producing mainly for the 
higher income minority, remained capital- 
intensive, heavily import-dependant, and 
concentrated in the major urban centres. 
Nevertheless, it produced 25 percent of the 
Gross Domestic Product and employed 14 
percent of the nation’s wage labour force, 
far larger shares than in any of the other 
three countries. This distorted pattern of 
‘growth without development’’ compelled 
the great majority of the black population to 
labour from dawn to dusk for bare survival. 

At independence, Zimbabwe's new 
government, confronted the necessity to im- 
plement fundamental institutional changes: 
to restructure the inherited state capitalist 
machinery tc respond to the needs of the 
workers and peasanis; to implement effec- 
tive land reform; to increase controls over 
the commanding heights to capture and 
redirect investable surpluses to generate pro- ' 
ductive employment and higher living stan- 
dards for the people. In achieving these 


97 


goals, it would have to reduce dependence 
on South Africa and the transnational cor- 
porations with regional headquarters based 
there. 

In the three years since independence, 
however, we have witnessed few of these 
essential institutional changes. That is not to 
say there have been no efforts to improve the 
social conditions of the people: Minimum 
wages, increased educational opportunities, 
and improved health services constituted im- 
portant measures. Yet the lack of funda- 
mental institutional change is reflected in the 
paucity of new laws shaping fundamentally 
new patterns of production and distribution 
to meet the needs of the working people in 
the cities and rural areas. 

Under the banner of socialism, Zim- 
babwe’s new government, like those of 
Ghana, Tanzania and Zambia, rapidly ex- 
panded expenditures on schools, clinics, 
rural roads, dip tanks, seeking to overcome 
the consequences of decades of discrimina- 
tion and neglect. It enlarged the government 
civil service, particularly increasing employ- 
ment of qualified Africans long excluded by 
the racist regime. Like sister governments, it 
began to invest in prestigious htels and a 
conference centre. And, of course two years 
of unprecedented drought reduced incomes 
and forced the government to spend millions 
on relief for the peasants, still crowded on 
the hardest hit marginal near-desert areas. 

Efforts to implement land resettlement — 
have granted land to only about 25 000 
families, less than 10 percent of the total 
number who must leave the communal areas 
if they are to become fully viable, productive 
regions. The 1983-84 budget cuts have now 
enforced go-slow policies reminiscent of 
Kenya’s shift, over a decade ago, from real 
land redistribution to vain attempts to 
ameliorate conditions in the overcrowded 
former African reserves. 

Avowedly to maintain an attractive 
climate for foreign investors, the govern- 
ment has left the inherited effective rates of 
company taxes at less than 25 percent, the 
result of the many allowances introduced by 
the previous regime. Foreign exchange con- 
trols, relaxed immediately after in- 
dependence, now permit transnational affi- 
liates to remit 50 percent of after-tax profits 
to their parent companies, contributing to 
the rising legally sanctioned outflow of in- 
vestable surpluses which — in 1982, totalled 
more than $250 million a year. 

Yet these efforts to attract new foreign 
capital have failed. At most, an estimated 
$25 — $0 million a year have come into Zim- 
babwe as new capital in recent years, less 








than a fifth of the annual, officially- 
permitted outflow. Furthermore, locally- 
based private enterprises — including trans- 
national corporate affiliates who own some 
70 percent of the assets in the modern sector 
— have actually reduced their reinvestments 
of locally-generated capital below levels 
achieved during the former regime. In the 
prosperous year of 1981, total capital forma- 
tion reached: 17 percent of GDP, far less 
than the 25 percent attained in 1975... 
Inadequate tax revenues, on the other 
hand, have forced: Zimbabwe's government 
to borrow heavily at home and abroad to 
finance its expanding social and economic 
infrustructural investments. Rising domestic 
debt has fostered inflationary pressures that 
have sharply reduced the real incomes of 
working people and peasants. These infla- 
tionary pressures intensified when import 
costs rose after devaluation. At the same 
time, the country must now pay almost one 
out of every three dollars it earns for exports 
to finance repayment of its foreign debt. 
“In this context, the 1983-84 budget in- 
creased the sales tax to one of the highest on 
the continent, and imposed an added two 
percent income tax on every worker earning 
the urban minimum wage. This tended to 
impose the burden of the growing economic 
crisis on the poor. Reduced real incomes for 
workers implies a declining domestic market 
for the country’s factories. It also means the 
workers will remit less funds to the com- 
munal areas where, still overcrowded on in- 
‘fertile lands, the majority of peasants seek 
desparately to scrape out a bare subsistence. 
The Transitional National Development 
Plan proposed a strategy to transform the 
economy. But the official emphasis on ex- 
port expansion, in contradiction, avowedly 
would open the economy to international 


market forces. At best unrealistic, at worst it - 


may weaken existing national industries and 
undermine SADCC, 

The unplanned import of machinery and 
equipment, allegedly designed to make Zim- 
babwean manufactured exports more com- 
petitive, already threatens the infant capital 
goods industry nourished during UDI. 
Donor funded commodity import program- 
mes tend to promote dependence on im- 
ported machinery and equipment which 
local firms already have the capacity to pro- 
duce. At the same time, landlocked Zim- 
babwe confronts curtailed overseas market 
opportunities. It cannot surmount tariff bar- 
riers to compete effectively for developed 
country markets already sharply curtailed by 
the world recession. 

In the past, Zimbabwe manufacturers sold 
most of their output to South Africa wader a 
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preferential agreement, a lever South Africa 
has not hesitated to use in its efforts to wrest 
concessions from Zimbabwe’s government. 
Zimbabwe's attempt to encourage produc- 
tion of manufactured goods for sale in 
SADCC countr’es, unless negotiated as part 
of a regional industrial strategy, will likely 
meet stiff resistance. Neighbouring states 
vill not meekly welcome competition which 
undermines their hard-won industrial struc- 
tures. Such policies may lead, in the end, in 
Southern as in East Africa, to the break up 
of regional integration initiatives. 

In the final analysis, one finds that Zim- 
babwe, like its three predecessors, today 
seems headed for a serious economic crisis. 
The marginal land reform has left the vast 
majority of its peasant population tilling 
over-crowded, infertile fands, exceptionally 
subject to the impact of drought. Unwilling 
to raise taxes or otherwise capture the size- 
able locally generated investable surplus, the 
government has borrowed heavily at home 
and abroad to finance its burgeoning expen- 
ditures on various kinds of ‘nfrastructure. 

The economy must now spend almost a 
third of its foreign exchange earnings to ser- 
vice its mounting foreign debt. The IMF- 
inspired devaluation has accelerated the 
resulting inflationary pressures, further 
slashing the real incomes of both the urban 
and rural poor. The 1983-84 budget, regard- 
less of its authors’ intentions, tends to throw 
the burden of the crisis on those who can 
least afford it. 


Examination of three years of post- 
independence trends suggest that Zimbabwe 
is making similar mistakes: ‘‘Pragmatic’’ ef- 
forts to escape, without fundamentally 
restructuring the national economy, have 
imposed increasingly heavy burdens on the 
poor majority, and create the danger of 


_ heightened dependence on South Africa and 


the transnational corporations with regional 
headquarters there. This approach carries 
with it a further danger of increased 
repressive measures directed especially at 
militants who demand fulfilment of expecta- 
tions aroused by the war of liberation. _. 
Alternatively, Government can reshape 
pocherge ww eam 
peasant participation a. re) 
control over the commanding heights to 
initiate a step-by-step process of reconstruc- 
tion of the national economy. It can still 
reverse policies which threaten to undermine 
its goal of building self-reliant national and 
regional development to direct locally- 
generated surpluses to implement plans to 
meet the needs of the vast. majority of " 


people. 
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CSC TO OFFER NEW INCENTIVES FOR COMMUNAL FARMERS' CATTLE SALES 
CSC Statement 
Bulawayo THE SUNDAY NEWS in English 22 Jan 84 p l 


[Text] The Cold Storage Commission is poised to launch a new advertising 
campaign and to introduce fresh incentives in order to encourage communal 
farmers to sell their cattle. 


The Cold Storage Commission said in a statement last week that in 1983 a 
total of 122 618 cattle were offered by communal farmers, of which 86 448 
were sold. The CSC bought 68 428 cattle at a total cost of $12 547 608,36. 


"A new venture for the commission is to endeavour to purchase sun-dried salted 
cattle hides. This exercise will be operated in conjunction with communal 
cattle sales. 


"Each hide that is offered will be weighed and graded and the seller will re- 
ceive an immediate cash offer from the Cold Storage Commission." 


During the latter part of 1983 the commission embarked on a campaign to re- 
establish sale pens in areas which had been precluded from the sales programme 
for security reasons during the war years. 


"The re-establishing to sale pens in these areas will continue during 1984 
in cooperation with District Administrators, local councils, veterinary and 
Agritex services," said the CSC statement. 


To date two sale pens had been re-established in Nyanga. In Mount Darwin 
Chawanda sale pen had been repaired and a new pen built at Dotito. 


In Hwange a new sale pen had been built at Lupote and repairs to two others 
had been completed. Other repairs had been carried out at Jotsholo and Lu- 
pane sale pens. 


"The commission has held meetings with the District Administration and coun- 
cils in Mutoko, Murewa, Guruve, Binga and Lupane with a view to reeestablish- 
ing old sites and erecting new facilities. Work is due to begin on these 
projects early in 1984." 
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In 1983 the Cold Stora, ¢ Commission bought 39 031 cattle in Matabeleland, 
21 970 in Masvingo and the Lowveldt, 3 934 in Manicaland, 1 931 in the Mid- 
lands and 1 562 in Mashonaland. 


Communal Farmers’ Marketing Complaints 
Bulawayo THE SUNDAY NEWS in English 22 Jan 84 p 2 


[Text] Communal farmers in Matabeleland South are not happy with the system 
of cattle marketing and feel that there is need to look into the procedure, 
the branch chairman of the National Farmers' Association of Zimbabwe, Cde 
Isaac Ncube, has said. 


Addressing the association representatives in the City last week, Cde Ncube 
said to alleviate fears of communal farmers that their cattle were not 
properly graded, a farmer representative should assist the veterinary grader 
in grading the cattle for sale. 


"We feel that the only way communal farmers can be s tisfied that their cat- 
tle are properly graded is by having one of their members assisting the veteri- 
nary grader from Agritex in grading the cattle." 


Cde Ncube said farmers in his branch were also looking forward to having 
Grain Marketing Board depots in their area. 


He said there were no such depots in Esigodini and Kezi. "For the sake of 
easy marketing, we feel that the depots should be established among the 
people," he said. 


He said the farmers were looking into ways of obtaining inputs in bulk from 
Bulawayo rather than from expensive local shops. 


There was also a need for Government to assist farmers in the area with 
drought relief crop packs as the province had been hard-hit by the drought, 
he said. 


Cde Ncumbe said the farmers were also still waiting for tractors which the 
Government promised communal farmers last year. 


The association's national president, Cde Robson Gapare, who was present 


at the meeting, called on the Government to help communal farmers in Matabele- 
land rehabilitate their cattle industry. 


CSO: 3400/619 
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ZIMBABWE 


CFU MEETING WITH OFFICIALS TO TAKE DROUGHT ALLEVIATION STEPS 
Bulawayo THE SUNDAY NEWS in English 22 Jan 84 p 1 


[Text] The Commercial Farmers’ Union has started a series of meetings with 
Government officials and concerned organisations to draw up planus and steps 
necessary in alleviating effects of another drought. 


The decision to initiate the talks follows a recent countrywide tour by the 
Laurie and his deputy Mr Alistair Davies, to assess CFU president, Mr John 
the developing drought conditions in large areas of the country. 


Mr Laurie said the situation could improve if soaking widespread rainfalls 
occurred soon. However, the situation is sufficiently worrying for the CFU. 


"For many farmers this will be their third drought in a row," he said. 


Zimbabwe rainy season usually ends during the beginning of the second week in 
March according to the Meteorological Office in Harare. 


The CFU president said that the only part of the country that seemed to have 
had reasonable rainfall was the northern region but even there there were 
reports of individual farms being affected by patchy rainfalls. 


Expressing his extreme concern about the developing drought conditions in 
large areas of the country Mr Laurie said the rainfall condition south of 
Harare becomes worse as one travels further southwards. 


Many farm lands had no crops worth speaking of. The areas visited was vir- 
tually non-existent and while some of the smaller dams had been filled by 
the flashflood the level of the water in the larger dam is now a matter of 
utmost concern," he said. 


Mr Laurie said that part of the areas they had visited included Rutenga, 
Buffalo Range and parts of Matabelelanc.--Own Corr. 
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ZIMBABWE 


MINISTER SAYS CLASSROOM SHOULD BE LABORATORY OF RECONSTRUCTION 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 28 Jan 84 p 1 


[Text] If Zimbabwe wants to build a non-racial society it is of absolute 
importance that the classroom should be the laboratory of such national re- 
construction, Cde Dzingai Mutumbuka, the Minister of Education, said in Bula- 
wayo at the weekend. 


Cde Mutumbuka said this in an interview after he had reached "satisfactory 

arrangement" with management boards of the private schools which have been 

ordered to comply with the Government's 60 percent ratio of pupils in these 
schools. 


"We have reached satisfactory arrangements. Some of the boards were able to 
reach it outright but others had constraints," he said. 


Declined 


Cde Mutumbuka declined to reveal the constraints which had been put up by 
the management boards. 


"The Government has offered very reasonable conditions for their operation 

in the country," he said. "However, I am very pleased the majority of them 
are now able to appreciate why the Government was not going to accept their 
terms. The Government does not want to see racism in schools," he said. 


If Zimbabwe has to build a non-racial society "it is absolutely important 
that the classroom is the cruxible within the laboratory of our society 
where we are going to perform the experiment of non-tribblism and non-racial- 
ism". 


Private colleges in Matabeleland reopened yesterday with the most expensive 
and newest of them being understood to have sold $6 00 yearly shares to 
each white couple who pendent Member of Parldament registered a child [as 
received]. 
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Demand 


Dr Bob Nixon, an Independent for Bulawayo said he understood the shares were 
for the initial supply of material to the newly built school. 


He said the demand for private schools would always be there as long as par- 
ents with money wanted to offer the best education to their children. 


Falcon College, Esigodini, yesterday placed an advertisement in the Press 
offering a limited number of places in the Lower Sixth form for suitably quali- 
fied A-level candidates. 


"In the case of black candidates the fee will be reduced to $500 per term for 
the two-year course," stated the advert. 


The candidates were advised to apply in writing as soon as their 0-level 
results ware out giving their grades and details of the A-level courses they 
wished to follow. 


It is understood each white pupil pays $960 per term at the same college. 
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ZIMBABWE 


TRANSPORT MINISTRY REPORTEDLY EFFICIENT DESPITE PROBLEMS 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 25 Jan 84 p 1 


[Text] The Ministry of Transport was one of the Government's most efficient 
Ministries but it faced serious staffing and financial problems, according 
to the first report of the Estimates Committee presented to the Hous< of As- 
sembly yesterday. 


Chairman of the Committee, Mr Richard Cartwright (Independent, Hatfield), who 
introduced a take note motion on the report after it was tabled, said the 
Ministry was one of the "most efficient Ministries, continuing to function 
with considerable success in spite of heavy losses of experienced staff in 
ail spheres of its varying operations and the financial restrictions imposed 
by the reduction in its vote". 


Mr Cartwright commended the Prime Minister for seeing it fit to bring under 
one umbrella all forms of transportation. 


The committee, however, found a number of problems affecting individual trans- 
port operations. 


Among problems confronting the National Railways of Zimbabwe, according to 
the report, was the collection of passenger fares on the Botswana side of 


its operation. This had presented problems resulting in an estimated loss 
of up to $3 000 000 annually. 


The report says some of the ticket issuers were manhandled when they tried 
to collect fares. Although representations had been made to Botswana au- 
thorities, stations in that country were not fenced off, making it easy for 
passengers to board trains without tickets. 


"It would thus appear the Zimbabwe taxpayer is providing free transport for 
a large proportion of Botswana travellers," the committee noted and added 
that positive measures should be taken to prevent this abuse, and ensure the 
full cost was obtained for services provided. 


The committee pointed to evidence that the training of Botswana Railway re- 
cruits was being carried out on a "sub-economic basis" and suggested a cost- 
ing survey be undertaken to reassess charges made to the Botswana account. 
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It was recommended the Government make a high level representation to the 
Mozambican authorities to ensure there was a quick return of tarpaulins and 
considerable reduction in the turn-around times of wagons. 


According to the report, it took at present, an average of 45 days for a 
Maputo-bound wagon to do the trip and sometimes ap to 60 days. Turn-around 
time between the Zimbabwe border and Beira was found to take up to 39 days. 


Mr Cartwright said it had been found that there were up to 7 500 tarpaulins 
inside Mozambique, many of them unaccounted for. While the figure was an 
improvement on the previous figure of 11 000, with tarpaulins costing $200 
each, the figure was still far too high. 


There were fears, he added, that many of the tarpaulins were being "misused 
for other purposes". 


The report described the financial position of the NRZ as "serious", noting 
that estimates showed that the organisation was losing up to $44 000 000 a 

year in carrying bulk commodities, while another $23 000 000 was needed to 

service loans and borrowings. 


The report noted that increases of up to 140 percent would be required on 
some traffic rates to correct the imbalance. 


"The railways cannot possibly be expected to service long and short-term 
loans and yet still generate enough finance for development when it is the 
major carrier of low-rated traffic," the report said. 


It said although 440 expatraiates had been recruited from India and Paki- 
stan to work for the NRZ, "this should be considered only as a short-term 


measure and the railways should be manned by Zimbabweans at all levels, as 
soon as possible."--Ziana. 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


FOOD PRICE RISE--The cost of living for lower income urban families rose by 
almost 32 percent between October 1982 and October last year while that for 
the higher income group rose 17,8 percent, according to the latest Government 
statistics. The figures published by the Central Statistical Office in the 
October monthly supplement to the digest of statistics show the cost of liv- 
ing for the lower paid rising by 1,4 percent between September and October 
last year and 0,7 percent for the higher income urban families. The figures 
for these two months are still provisional and will be revised when the Au- 
gust rent and domestic workers wages survey results are available. The price 
rises for food were the main reason for the lower income group jump as the 
Statisticians assume such a family spends 54,9 percent of its income on 

food compared to 20,5 percent for the better off. The jump in food prices 
occurred between August and September last year.--Own Corr. [Text] [Bulawayo 
THE CHRONICLE in English 25 Jan 84 p 9] 


CAR THEFTS--—More than 1 410 cars valued at $4 266 438 were stolen in the coun- 
try between January 1 and November 30 last year, according to police statis- 
tics in Harare. Police were able to recover 995 of the cars stolen last 

year and these were valued at $2 586 537. [Excerpt] [Bulawayo THE SUNDAY NEWS 
in English 22 Jan 84 p 1] 


NATIONAL RAILWAYS PROFITS--The National Railways of Zimbabwe made a profit 
of nearly $2 000 000 in July last year compared with a similar loss during 
the same month in 1982, according to the latest operation statistics con- 
tained in the railways’ January magazine. The increased revenue was partly 
a result of the increased rates that became effective in May as well as 
stringent steps taken by the administration to reduce expenditure, according 
to the NRZ general manager, Mr Nigel Lea-Cox. But on an overall basis the 
State-subsidised railways is still in the red because of high interest rates 
on loans. Working figures for July show an estimated revenue of $21 522 000 
and expenditure of $19 586 000 earning a profit of $1 936 000. During the 
same month in 1982 the NRZ earned $15 667 000 and spent $17 293 000 incur- 
ring a loss of $1 626 000. In July last year the NRZ hauled 1 208 000 
tonnes of goods compared with 1 203 000 the same period in 1982, indicating 
a slight increase. [Text] [Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 25 Jan 84 p 1] 
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